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To the Reader. 


Reader, 


SDKS Hou haſt here a ſmall piece 
preſented to thy view, which 
hath above theſe three years 
laine concealed with the Au- 
thor, as thou mayeſt perceive 
by the Inprimatur; neither had it yet 
lo dked abroad, had not thoſe main Truths 
of God in it aſſerted concerning his Ele- 

| ting and Redeeming Grace, whereon ef- 
J. pecially the throne of his glory is raiſed, 
wherein is the peculiar treaſure of his 
Saints, been of late by the daring hand of 
that unhappy man M. John Goodwin, in bis 
wretched Treatiſe by him called, (but miſ- 
called) Redemption Redee med, been ſo high- 
ly aſſaulted. In the firſt place my hearty 
Prayer is, The Lord rebuke him; and if that 
Teculiar grace which for the preſent he ſo 
A2 ſeriouſly 
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” ſeriouſly deſpi th, ind ſo boldly bids defi 


- 


ance to, et magniſie it ſelte in ſayingſ ing 
him, though by fire, yet let the zeal of thelf the 
Lord for his own molt precious truth burnff tin 
his worke, for it is ſtubble : Nay, when e- red 


ver that grace (hall viſit him indeed, withFur 
the diſcovery of the truth, as it is in Jeſus lift 
his own hands wil be forward to pull dow for 
what he hath built. In the ſecond place my thi 
hopes are, aad indeed my confident expc- dir 
Ctation, that the Spirit of the Lord ſhallſ cor 


ſend forth ſome faithfull aflertors of hisf the 


Truth. not onely to eneounter him, but toff the 


confound his Doctrine, and for the good Ge 
of his Elect ones in this Nation, fuch off the 


them as through weakneſs of judgement; ſte 


and unskiltulneſle in the myſtery of Chriltyſ pr: 
are lyable to be ſeduced by ſuch a Spirit off his 
Ertour, (onely the foundation of God th: 


ftands ſure, ) to ſtrike his weapons out off the 


his hand, as they have been already ſtruck wi 
out of the hands of his great Maſters Ar na 
miniur and Corvinus, and the reſt of that tre 
miſchievous faculty Neither hath hey ha 
for ought I can (and without partiality] 
diſcerne, at all repaired their leſſe, one] 
concealing it from vulgar eyes, he tread 
with confidence in their beaten ſteps, anc 
that nothing may want to ſet it off brave: 
ly, challengeth an whole Univerſity to re: oi 
TH moveſ et] 
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0 the Spirit of Truth in him: ) In the meane 
ume till a further Antidote ſhall be prepa- 
a red by 2 more skil full hand, 1 have adven- 
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tured to adminiſter this which lay by me, 
if the Lord may pleaſe to bleſle it for 
ſome checke to that ſſ — fy Ar d 
this let me ſay, though it be no Anſwer 
directed xalenwidas to his Book, for it was 
compoſed long before his diſcourſe ſaw 
the light, yet doth it mainly inſiſt upon 
the foundation of all, viz. the Decrees of 
God, endeavouring to cleare according to 
the Scripture, (the onely key of this My- 
ſtery, ) the Doctrine of Election and Re- 

robation, which being once well ſetled, 
bis errours about the following Doctrines, 


chat of Redemption, the perſeverance of 


the Saints, &e. are ſmitten at the root; 
withall in the proſecution ef thoſe fore- 


| named Decrees, the other Doctrines con- 
troverted fall in to be diſcourſed; neither 


have I declined the maine Objections 
which by the Arminion Family are wont 
to be made about theſe Doctrines; ſo that 


adi the ſubſtance of the whole Controverfie 


is therein handled ; But the beſt account 
can give hereof, is briefly to ſet down the 
order of the Treatiſe, which is as follow- 
eth. A 4 In 


ln the firſt and ſecond Sermon is hand 
led the Doctrine of Ele&ion and Repro 
bation joyntly, and this in opening thi 
ninth Chapter to the Romans, from Verk 
1. to 24. wherein the Abſolute Decree 
maintained. In the third Sermon the 
Doctrine of Election apart, and thereinf : 
Abſolute Election further aſſerted. In the! 
fourth Sermon the Doctrine of Repro 
bation apart, and therein Abſolute Repro 
bation proved. In the fifth Sermon thoſ{ 
Texts of Scripture cleared which are 
wont mainely to be objected againſt theſ thr 
Dcctrines in this Diſcourſe maintained of 
and therein the Arminian Doctrines, 1. AA thi 
bout the antecedent and conſequent Will: pre 
2. About the improvement of naturalls; 5 


which chargeth the former Doctrine 
8 | m king God the Author of ſinne. 2. That ed 
which chargeth the former De ctrine as -— 
rendring God cruell, or at Jeaſt not ſo mer I ni: 
cttu!l as the Scripture repreſents bim. 
3. That which chargeth it with diſpui: Q 
ling man of the libertie of his Will, andi jo 
indeed here is the Diana. In theſe OBI 
jections are the knots ; I have there 
fore ſingled them out, not that I have] 


{uchl 
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But, 1. It is not faire dea 


by 
s 
: 


9 ſuch an overweening opinion of m 
elfe, as to thinke my ſelfe among 


"Af the ableſt to untie them, but indeed 


very farre below many of my brethren, 

ing with a 
4 Controverſie to paſſe by the maine Ob- 
J jections: 2. I hope what is here ſaid 
Jin anſwer to them may not be without 
I fruit, for the further cſtabliſnment of 


"ſome in the Truth. 3. I was willing 


hereby to give occaſion to ſome one or 
other Scribe in this our Iſrael more 
I tbroughly inſtructed unto the Kingdome 
of Heaven, to bring out of his treaſure 


things new and old, for _— theſe ' 


precious Truths of Ged more faire in 


Hei the eyes of his people: And here I now 


thanke Mr. Goodwin, whoſe darkneſſe, 
doubt not, will occaſion more light, 
his boldneſſe ( confident I am) will 
excite modeſty ; I will not ſay, what an 
edge his ſometimes imperial} dictates, 
inſfead of Arguments, (as is the Armi- 
Inian mode) ſometimes his monſtrous 
*1 Concluſions, ſometimes his | wrefted 
8 Quotations, ſometimes his uncouth Phi- 
'*Floſophy, ſometimes his conſequentiall 

Blaſphemy, will put upon the * of 
| ſome whom the Lord ſhall honour to 
reſcue 


reſcue his Truth ont of his hands, one 
ly Iam perſwaded the zeale of the L 
will doe it: Which, and a fruitfull bleflingy. 
5 ſhall be the earneſt Praye 
(Reader) 1 
Thy Servant in and 


for the Truth, 


Richard Resbury. 
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THE FIRST 


SERMON. 


Rom, 11 Chap. verſe . 


But the Election bath obtained it, and the reſs 
x were blinded, or bardned. 


AN dl ebe b. he be the 
TJ Lox; hitherto ==, now win- 
> 2 up all towardz 2 a concluſion. 

For our more un of it, we 
ar: gg obſerve the occaſion, then the diſcourſe 
ic 

The occaſion ; an objection which t ariſe 

_ the Jews refuſall of the Goſpell, which the 
1 Apoſtle doth fo prevent and anſwer, as in his an- 
| Ala he doth clearly open the great uyltery of e- 
q 2 Aller thus; The Apoll baving 
| jection e 2 
Nee preached the truch of the Goſ ** 
| x ba Article of j tion by faith alone 
— the works of the Law: Hence this Objecti- 
on i chat be truth, and the onely way of liſe; 
hom comes it to that the Jews Gods cove- 


nanted Ife generally * it? flicking: 12 


tee b en a A. 
Wc hath n < 
5520 Fr -/rh 100 
15 prople ? 22 c en they ff B. 2tit 
God hath e hjs;Covenantztherefon | 
they conclude againſtthe truth of the Goſpel} 
. ishopÞby 74. as, 18 t le 
ta 
For anſwers The oj 3 the trutl 
of the Goſß al; firſt | clalgts, then, .rejutes the 
obfection. A ef: 2 > 14 ud 1 
Firſt he difcimies it Ge a) God make 6 
good his ns 8 Fe ye {t, Secondly, H 


*refites cx. 1. i ance of hinifelft 
"For F alſo lr b Nan e 'this concludt 


God Harn hbt d Ravel ple; but wh 
if feme'? There ore in de Teng. place, he ar . 


vers by hie deb, Ving le faithfulne 
ef God, tharnòt one of his Covenamted dn 
-hathhe ct away the ſummb of his au we r h 
is this; of the peopic of God, ſo by outward ca 
aud within the outward adifiniſteation Off th 
*Coveriatit 3f6thehefordt ew! ethers he Uidin- 
ford&n6w f theft hom fe H rEKRGv, aße his ped 
ple indet dato whom not oh thie out ward . | 
miaiſtrati on, but the ſpiritgalVand eternalkble 
Ang of the Tpyenant do Bel zug; theſe hehig 
not calt' off, che reſt he . yer! herein bigfaith 

| gulneſſe not able to exchption, for as mich 
They never xte truly his — ones on 
pte: enders to; und 1 * in the Covenant 
This is the ſümmary meaning of thoſe 'wort 
verſ. 2. Godbatb wot eit om k people urbieb f 


Ii 4 


fre : (By a eee God 


covenanted ones ſhould fall ſhort of eternall life; 
makipgadeteftion' from the truth; the A- 
poſtle eaves God under that guilt which tha 
objection here chargeth him wich (vs that he 


u breaks-Covenant, and caſts away his people con · 


¶ntuaty to che undertaking of his Covenant) bus 
IF this by the way — that horcid Lenaut of the 
Saints £nall apo cy. ' 22 213 ; 367 15337 
The Apoſtle having thus anſwered bydiftinQis 
on, he goes on; firſt confirming;tlien concluding 
his anſwer; in the concluſion likewiſe expla in- 
Jiang what he meant by his fore : lnb wledge of 
Mz Godconternirg his people. 
- Fon cuir mation that God hath not caſt off his 


— 


ie people whom he foreknow, he inſtanceth the 


Churches ſtate in Elijabs time, from the ad. ta 
ha che th, verſ. The ſuntis chis, though the whole 
any Nation in generall ſoli off from God to abomin- 
ei able Idols, and no where true worſhippers ap- 
peared, yet then had God his reſerved number, 
cleaving to che truth, and obtaining life. The 
ali concluſion is ver ſ. the 5th. by application of the 

former inſtance; the ſum this: though at this 


na preſent time the Nation of the Jewes generally 


AJ oppoſe the Goſpell, and bring damnation upon 
chemſelves; yet there is à remnant according to 
el che Election of grace who embrace the Goſpell, 
Wand find life: where together with the concluſion, 
vebavehis interpretation, the people whom God 
ſore · knew are they whom he elected, and that of 


A meer grace and peculiar, favour : And then verſ. 


che 6th. having deſcanted upon chis grace, that 
Mit ſhuts out works. (Works then are as incon- 
ſiſtent with che grace of Election, as wich the 

B2 grace 


| 4 q 
race of juſtiſicatlon th that free favour where 
God chuſeth unto life before all time, as wich 

that whereby in time he puts into the ſtate of liſ 
and therefore works ſore · ſeen have no more ti 
do in Election, ( it being the onely way whereinf - 
they in time to be performed, can be repreſented 
to that decree which prevents all time) then 
works done, have to do in juſtification but rg 
returne; the Apoſtle having infer'd, that becauſ 
Election is of grace, it muſt therefore ſhut ou 
works ; and this with ſpeciall aime at the errou 
of the reprobate Jews, who ſtood ſo much ur on 
works: he doth in the 7th. verſ. reſume the con- wi 

cluſion, differencing firſt betwixt /ſrael in con 

mon, and the Eleft of Iſrael : the Election hen 
being the ſame with the remnant accerding td 
Election, verſ.. Then betwixt the Ele& and rhe 
reſt from the Elect, by Iſrael in the former part of 
e verb the verſe underſtanding the reſt of Iſ a l from the 
derived ra- Elect in the latter part, who were blinded, or ra- wi 
> ther from ther hardened,for ſo the fame * word iv@;s9nraifl ho 
woe ial . is otherwere uſually rendred, John 12. 40% at! 
— 4 here it is differenced from this lig nif cation ol 
Cxcus : & blinding, and ark, 6. $2: it having in it the ſig bu 
what if 1 nification of a brawny hardneſſe; and ſo it an Tell 
ſerifie ſwers more expreſly to ihe Apoſtles Doctrine, o 
(uben therwhere, as Rom. 9. 18. 99 
— fhe way thus cleared, we have two things ta 
— Ag obſerve in the words. N 

kind of 1. The diſſerence betwixt man and man founs 
Min'neſs ded in the breaſt of God: ſome are Elect, others 
4 -= 5 1 cke reſt from the Ele&; even amongſt his o/ 
or] 828 people, So by outward call; ſome his people 
Fele over hom he fore- knew with the knowledge of pe-. 
ite ce cullar love; others his people whom he did noi in 
"uf fore- know. © 2 2. Ihen 


1 (50 . + p - >. 
2. Their different condition for eternal! life, 
v bo are thus differtnced in the breaſt of God; 
the Elect ſhall certainly have life : {The Election 
' b#b'#btained ir”) the reſt are hardned unto death. 
(Ast ibrreſt were hardned) we ſhall conclude both 
in this following Doctrine. 3 ; 
1 There is this difference between man and man Dottrin. 
founded in the breaſt of God; ſome are choſen 
to life; and therefore they ſhall moſt certainly ob · 
tain it; others are refuſed to death, whence they 
ſhall as certainly not eſcape it. 1 
Before we proceed to confirm the Doctrine, it 
will be neceſſary to premiſe ſome cautions. 
1. In handing this Doctrine, we ſhall be caſt 
upon the deep things of God, matters of high 
f adoration, even to amazement, for it is a great 
| Myſtery we have in hand:ſo theApoſtle concludes 
ol admiring aud adorning, Rm. 11. 33, and there- 
fore here we mult beſpeak all ſobriety of ſpirit, 
vich fear and trembling ; and indeed there it be- 
hoves us to beſpeak it, where it is to be had, even 
oof] at the throne of grace by faithfull prayer. 
. 2. We ſhall meet with many things to ſtartle 
humane rcaſon, againſt which it will cavill end- 
Tefly So Rom. 9.14. Gol is charged with unrigh- 
of reculneſs, and in verſ. 19. with tyranny by mans 
corrupt reaſon : Here therefore we muſt reſolve 
of ſetting our own wiſdome apart, to follow fte 
by ſtep the Clue of the World, which alone fe | 
dle to guide us in this Maze; fo to hear (wat 
God fpeaks) though never fo contrary to our 
7ney apptehenſions (and affections too) as to ſtop all 
pple curious and un warranted enquiries;and where he 
4 nakes an end of ſpeaking, there muſt we make 
in end of enquiring; remembring the'incomp 
1 | B3 Yd 942 el © 
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henſible greatneſs of God, and his abſolute domi 

nion over us; ſo che Apolile, Kan. 9. 20. . 
3. Many things. we are lice co mmi 
which many axe key pag dangeroullyroabul 
ome to licenciouſneis, others to injalent mu | 

1 — againſt the Lord, and indeed according 
+. co this difference, betwixt man and man helf. 
forth in this Doctrine: this Doctrine it ſelſ in th 
proſecution of it, is like to hays a ditferent erh 
opening the eyes of ſome, ſtriking others blind 
then they were; ſoftning ſome, hardning ochen 
But firſt, foraſmuch as God hath in his Word re 
vealed it, we may and muſt enquire into it, un] 


Den 


eyill and his Agents. 


to ſoma the ſay dur of life to life, to others, 
death to death Net are we ths Miniſters of t 
Fan in preaching of them, unto God awed 
ſavour in Chriſt, both in chem chat are ſaved,at 
in them chat 7 n 


mee. 
- 


3. 4+ The children of God mul not chereforel 
denycd any part of their ſood, becauſe the cli 


Aren of the wicked one will poyſon themſe hh 


' 
J 
' 


* 


Ach it; much leſſe muſt they be denyeds 
a anon Ha 


«hoy ceſt fo of 
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Theſe things e we re ecke 


i Dofzjmatecontirmiador'v nds bh 


| 5 thedeſti firſt of: Kesten, tlrem bf 
1 Ns darut he Ser b pee Bey deco 
5 cache; and by the Seriptu ef be vpeied, 


But ſondtmich A8 infhe ck. to thb NU this 
Mytery is moſt full cpoben teʒbotti M. Blectlon 
ul 2nbReprobaciony rothe Reſt te the zx derl. 
and what fhea poſtie here ſpeałs in che 11 — 
iter, 1 h6#; ip 
in che pk. r-1Lortherefore fs * ex- 
re pedientʒ briefly to rar Seript tne dy the firſt 
au 4 — detoeſib tore partes) to the 
Doctrine of Bloftion ſand 3 
N confirtiing ea ch particilat as we gone ont of 
um che 91b ow the Kum. tir oped; add a vcca-· 
don ſhalb bother t Teſime lid: Now 
en dor this Chapeerz Thormpotic prevents and an- 
eq fivers tha Ob ttion formerly mentioned, as in 
the rte Chap: reſumed; which was mad agaihſt 
an the truth of the Goſgel k om the jewalreection 
of it in the ſirſt:ag. vvſdi, urifin ginhis anfwer 
Of — — he Marin; and 
chen cleares alſ the way by propoundinę andre 
iu telling Objection agulnſtät. In the five fieft verſes, 
a and the ſonmor parroflhofiich, we haue the 00. 
„ ection not in terms inded, bat an che an- 
ti dice infinuarcd, the ſum of them being this ; 
"6 "Though the Jews genendlly vetutingrheGoſpel}, 
fall — life, and are indetd aceurſed 
from Chriſbyet cheword of the Covenant made 
betw ixt God and them, itt heir Fathers, tands 
firm, and God fulälle his Covenant ee the ut- 
moſt,. whence it is maniteſh what the Ob ction 
is, to . ch this aniweriggiven;' che fate with 
5 B + that 


ng if ae ile, chin che Dont 
e 11S eternal then its 8 nah 
of Godof none eſſełt; jn which objection, tt 

is firſt a ſuppoſition of the Jews rejection. 2. A 
inference thereupon of Gods unfaithfulneſs.'' 

e Apoſtle grants the ſuppoſition, denyes d 

_ Inference; grants che ſuppohtion in the fie 1 
verſes, not exprelly affirming the rejection of tl 
ews, but rather taking it ſor granted, expreſſerh 
u. marvellous grief for it, in the three firſt verſes 
where obſerve the Apoſtle in the third verſe, cos 
vert ly ſheweth what is the ſtate of that people, ig 
wiſhing himſelſe accurſt from Chrilt for their 
ſakes; it is as much, az if; he had wiſhed himſel 
in their ſtead, ſo they might thereby have becom 
Hcires of bleſſingꝭ It ĩs impoſſible that man ons 
ly ſhould be mans Redeemer, yet fo high a ſirain 
of love doth the Apoſtle here run, that for the 
ſalvation of the Jes he would undergoe that 
wrath, which for man, lay upon mans Redcemery 
a love ſo like to the Mediators love was in that 
bleſſed breaſt,” as ſometimes the like in A4. ſes to- 
wards the ſame pcople;Aoſertheir ſomet imes Ty 
Pical Mediatour: the Apoſtle having thus expreſt 

is grietsgfhews the ſpecial'ircaſonsof it, part lyhis 
intereſts in them, ver i. the third; partly their ins 
tereſt in God, in thoſe many precious priviledgeiſ i 
they received peculiatly from God, veri. the 
4th. and ʒ th. And having tbus granted the ſup- 
poinions he denyes the inference, verſ. the 6th. 

ar though tbe word of Cad bad talen none effett; 
this word is the word of the Covenant, I will be 
thy G andthe God of aby ſceu. Gen, 7. 7. as ap- 
j ears by the following diſcourſe: the nucaning f 


all tending to this, to limit the Covenaut to the 
true Heirs of it; che firſt inſtance in the 

of Jacob, the common Father of the ſewes; Al 
are riot Irael, bat are of Iſcael, Iſrael in the fuk 
place ſignifies Facobs Genuine poſterity, accor- 
ding to the purport of the Covenant. In the ſe- 


ci cond place, it ftignifies Jacob himſelt, the meaning 
chen is; that for Jacobs poſterity,all are not fade- 
cod rally his children, that are his children natural- 
inf ly ; they are not all his children as he is Ia he 
¶ name of his prevailing with God for the bleſſing) 


that are his children according to the fleſh; B 


cor light to this and the following inſtances ; let 

on us obierve how a people may be ſaid to be in co- 
in venant with God in a double ſence, according to 
one of which, all Jacobs poſterity generally were 


in Covenant; but according to the other, onel 


ie remnant according to Election: a people 
Þ therefore may be in Covenant with God; i. Ac» 
J cording to the outward and common admini- 


tration of it; ſo all Jacob poſterity was in Co- 


i} venanc, ſeparate by outward call, and ſealed 
high upby Circumciſion tothe Lord. 2. According 


ro the ſpeciall and primary intention of it,which 


is c:ernall life, and all bleſſings effectuall there- 
&& unto; and ſo not all the poſterity of Jacob was in 
upe Covenant: The former may fall ſhorr of life not- 
they withſtanding that Covenant · intereſt, as not ful- 
#30 filling the condition of the Covenant; the lat- 


ter cannot; the Covenant for them undertaking 
* 


by by 
; 
= 

7 
by 
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the condition, and therefore the faithfulneſs of 
Cod is engaged not « nely to give them life upon 


(36) 


belceving,: but to to belie va ano lif 
taboo rm 1 ware — 
Gen. 12. l uit drag tlie b Ph 


whom Aue dee eee boutdbeb 1 


Gulat $.3. c here the A ine diftinguiſteth bel fed 
twixt the natur — zderallott-(pring, ac 

cord ingao that ſecond fence of Covenant Inte un 

reſt, newly laid down, Neither hee auſe they are ii ver 

feedef Ar abam ( by naturall deſcent ) are they al ne! 


children, according tothe Covenant, which hu all 

proves by dctipture teftimony, ſetl ing: the Co C 

venant upon Ine and his poſterity, excluding © * 

cht IJſbmacl, Rut nr Iſ aue ſrall thy feed becalled: theil aft 

v iib all be- ver. 8, makes! an expoſition of that! Text off na 

never. Seripture, where the children of the fleſh are thiff fir 

| ſumeꝰ with. the ſeed by naturall deſcent, ani he 
the ſerd the fame with the children of the pre 

miſe ar Covenant, via. they in whom the Cove in 

nant (hall effeftually be made good, and botkſf Hi 

thefe the fame with — children of God. Third cl 

ly, be confirmes his Expoſmi on, verſ. 9. quo m 

ting Gen. 187 le. the ſumme of his confirmation cc 

comes to this That as Iſaac was borne not byf di 

the ſtrength of Nature, (for Abrabams loynes andi /* 

Farah wumhe were now dead) but by vertu d. 

of the promiſe, ſoit is with all the federal] off 4! 

fpring of 4hrobaw; not in that they are from hin & 

by naturall deſcent; and therefore not all tha 

naturally deſcend trom him, but in that they], 

are his off. ſpringꝑ, accordingto the Prumĩie can 1 

onely to ſome the romifeholongs') arethey they © 

blefiet ſeed: The Obſervations. 8 

1. Ihe maine intention of Abrabamr Core 1 

? pane isettsribl] life, 7 :- FB. 

2. | They:'wreho:; are the proper ſubiefts.a and K 


true 


| nat. 


true heirs of this Covenant, doe effectually ob» 
. ite. "x e 


3. It is in the Tenure of this Gena n 


dnly to give lite upon condition, but wichall ef+ 


of &Qually to ſulall that condition 
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under the outwa 


Vvenant fall ſhort of life, yet dot the falthful- 


= 


4. Though che Fan part of thoſe that are 
adminiſtration of the Co» 


neſſe of God remaine inviolable, ſoraſmuch as 
all che true ſubjects and proper heirs of the 
Covenant do certainly obtain life. f 

i" Theic are all cleare from the Obje&ion, tliat 
ifthe jews fell from the ſtate of life, the Cove» 


aff nant was void, and che anſwer;- preſerving the 
$ firmneſſe of the Covenant, in that the proper 
beires of it have life. 


The third-inſtance followes in Iſare i family, 
in che 10. J , la, and 13. verſes, taken out of that 
Hiſtory, Ces. 25. v. 23. where firſt the Apoſtle 
cleares it of thoſe exceptions which might bee 
made againſt the former inſtance, verſ. 10. Se- 
condly, he layes downe the ſame difference ten- 
ding to che ſame purpoſe hetwixt Jacob and E- 
ſau the ſonnes of I ſaac, that he had formerly laid 
downe betwixt dſauo and Iſbmael the ſoones of 
Alrabam, ver. a 2. & 13. Thirdly, the ground of 
this difference, verſ. ii. where he opens the great 
Mytery of predleſtinatio n. 
1. For exceptions againſt the former inſtance, 
theſe xwo might be made: Firſt, Iſaac was borne 
of the free- woman, Iſhmael of che bond woman. 
Secondly, afz er þmaet was born, was the pro- 
miſe of the bleſſed ſeed made and therefore:no 


wonder if the Covenant was ſetled in Iſaacs po- 


ferity onely ʒ bit ĩt is otherwiſe in achbi poſte- 
210 2 rie, 


| » SE... of the Iſraelites ; the 
ceptions are prevented, verſ. the 1oth.' Fax 
and E{aw were both by one Father, and one Mc 
ther, at one birth ; yet as the word ot pron 
unto Sarah, ſetled it upon Iſaac and his poſteri 
ſo the word of the Oracle to Rebeccs upon 7 
eu and his, | | 
2, The difference is laid down, verſ. 12: whe 
it is maniteſt from the queſtion in hand; 1. Tl 
this difference is notſuchasis common to 
with all his poſterity on the one hand, and E 
—.— his on 4 e er —_ ___ * 
ght to prove the difference, that hath plad 
inithepoſterity of acob himſelf; ( All are not 1/7 
el that are of Iſrael ' 
2, That it is not ſo much a civill as a ſpirit 
difference; becauſe that which concludes Fee 
inthe ſaving Covenant, and with him that ſee 
of his that not onely is of Iſrael, but is Ira 
excludes Eſax and his poſterity that Covenant, it 
being the maine inſtance Vindicating the faiths 
fulneſs of God in making good that Covenant 
notwithſtanding the Jews generally fell from 
the ſtate of life, in as much as the remnant a 
mongſt them obtaines life : this differcnce is fur 
ther both confirm'd and cleared, that it is ſpiris 
tuall, (the ſervitude of Eſau importing his e 
clufion from the Covenant, he-in this anſwers 
ing Iſmael in the former inſtance) verſ. 13. thei 
different condition - proceeding from the low 
of Godto-Faceb, and his of 'Eſaw; whic 
love and hatred applyed to the queſtion in hand; 
is maniſeſt to be eternall love and hatred, in o 
der to eternall life and d eat. Ty 
The Apoſtle fingu'arly taught of Cod, 


mon 


t 


more in ts hatred of * towards Bla "_ 
the deſolation of A N : 
by the Prophet, al. 3. Nay in that 
"2 ran cncwerd wand pledge ae 
ball hitred, which is yet further manifeſt by the 
ground of this difference, which now comes to 
be conſidered 
3. The ground of this difference verſ i 1,where 
the Apoſtle firſt denyes the ground of this diffe- 
: 80 0 to be in their works, which he confirms by 
Ja obſervation of the time, when the teftimony of 
if cheir different condition was given; they being 
acy yet unborn 

2. He ſo deny! es it to their works, as he aſcribe 

Kunth God; Not of their work, er, Na Bowe 1 Brag 
ua is of God; Therefore fo den yed of 188 

as likewiſe ot 3 : the orl originall and + 
, e 0 erence not IG 
— — of God. 

3. lc is ſo of God, as chat it is of his 
tin of Election and Reprobation; For the p 
ni of Election it is here laid e the papal Tee- | 

N to Election, being as much as or 
poſe of Election, or that ſe whereby 

Heæts; for the purpoſe of Reprobation, it is here 

diyers wayes lg ef 
1. In the ſpecifying of this N of Eledion, 
er Aich beate L 2 oyce, „ re- 
cy gard of Facob, muſt Taster be ad 
ei with a purpoſe of reſuſall, [of Few 
ay which purpoſeof l is he dau of 
LY probation, 

Y 2. in che removeall of works as the ground of 
che'r difference, as well evill works denyed the 
ſupream ground of Eſex's ſervitude, as 1. 

0 s 
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8 ons, of Hf hatred, anof Foy 


© Therefore another ground oY PEO 
Eſau s condition, as well as for Jacobs, which 
can be no other then what is hinted concernit 
Eſas in that which is expreſt concerning Jacob. Nit 
3. Thedifferent ſtate and condition of th 
rties here inſtanced; it onely the purpoſe fend 
ecklon as it is here expre ſt, had been underſtoodffhim 
well might beloved Jacob as the object of it wiel 
mentioned; but what place for hated ·Eaſu, ii cui 
reference to Election? That the Apaſlle theſf cht 
gin es this double and contrary inſtance, removgfaect 
what eb imagined grounds in themſelveſſ cher 
from both; (from Eſa» eſpecially, that which doo 
alone might be conceived a ground in him) a 
ſeribes the condition of the one expreſſy to Godiſ ech 
FF en ground, it muſt neediſ not 
at the contrary purpoſe of God, is like cho 
wiſetheoriginall gound df the others condicia fic 
on; W that it 18 not of works, that it is off fait 
God; that it is ſo of Gag, as of his purpoſe oi pot 
Election and Reprobation: Now followes ] the 
4. It is ſo of che purpoſe of Election (on Jacoby an 
dae that i# may abide. And therefore 5lyg his 
of God according to the pur + of Elettio no 
as him that calleth ; in our C bt — faith. ch 
and that renewing work af the ſpirit, whe rh fi 
. are brought into the ſtate of lite ; it vr lf fo. 
o of Jod according to the purpoſe of Election c 
as of him that by vertue of chat purpoſe gives} th 
faith, and brings into the ſtate of lite ; by the re· 
new ing ol ths holy Ghaſt; and thus his Election I 0 
remaines firme for the iſſue of ir, eternal f d 
life to che Elect, as borrowing nothing, depend ve 
| 11 


ng onviothingin man, but undertakimpland 
ing all : hence it i manifeſt, when the 
wats out works, he ſhuts out as wel wor les ſoreſeen 
ks done, betauſe expreſly for Election yfo denyes 
itobe of works, as that it ſhall be of God but 
ic of works foreſren, it was of our ſelves, ſo of 
God as of his purpoſe, which (wWeſhall ſee by 
end by y cannot be bile upon any ning but 
odfhimſelte; ſo of his purpoſe as thac it may abide 
de wich our change, and cherefore muſi have u ſerrer 
i ſbundatiom then works fore ſeen, or indeed a 
ching foreſeen in man: and therefore ſo of Gd 
ef according co his purpoſe, 48 of him that ealks 
iff therefore ſnurs out not works onely, but“ fich 
too ; fat not onely acted but fore- ſcen? 1. it is 
not thus; nor of works, but of him that believe 
en; but not of works, but of God. 2. Nor tha 
edi not of works, but of him that juſtifieth'; but 
chus, not & Works, but of lim hat callech; jaſti- 
iti: fication ſupᷣpoſeth faith, in our call we receive 
faſch zie ischen of God according to the pur- 
off poſe of Election, not as of him that foreuſees ei- 
ex ther works or faith, but as of him that gives faith; 
oby, => therefore — — en . 
his purpoſe, but in his purpoſe of giving it: A 
1 — ice the Gre gh el weill wertende of any 
ich thing in man, is not the firſt ground of is peri- 
dung condition z but it Ls cafe evill workes 
ven fore: ſcen have no more to do, then wrotight, as 
„ss che point im hand we ſhall make it appeare in 
ve theſe two Concluſions. e 
1. That the different purpoſe of God elefting 
ſome, refuſing others; is the firſt ground of their 
ditferent ſtate, who embtacing the truth are ſa- 
ved, and ho rejecting the truth W 
ing 2. That 


err. 7.9 


© '>, Tharzhis purpoſe is ; nx baile, < 
| Rand nor de a Upon any ng in man, b 
wholly of ic (elf, 

R Concluſions as they are clearly 


male good from the Apoſt les diſcourſe hich hi 
2 ſo will the confirmation of them make gc ſac 
the thing in hand. 
* Forche6rf we have ſeen it in 705 and E 
and they are ſpeciall inſtances to conculde 
generall queſtion about the Jewes, the Nat 
generally ent a the Goſpell, and ſo periſhiy 
remnant imbracing it, and ſo obtaining | 
at is cleate by the A ſtles diſcourſe, which 
terward he enlargeth to all mankind: 
* or the ſecond, (ſetting aſide that the Ape 
carryed the ſe of Election and Rep 
dae oe jnaparralle ſtrain ) let theſe argume 


it, 


1. . is done, God either doth it 


the firſt worker, or permits it to be done, a8 

ſupreamRuler. *Tis.cleare, if God will nei 

have an hand in doing it, or ſuffer it to be doi 
nacb id. it cannot be done; Nothing is done withe 
of levrent. t he will of the Almighty chat it ſhould be don 
C- 95+. 1 either ſuffering it to be done, or himſelfe c 
it; 22 Furcher, whatſoever is permit 


; to be done, as the evill of ſinne, requires ſor 
concourſe with God, ( In whom we line, and 
and bave owr being) far production of chat Act, g 
which as by man donc, ſince cleaves inſeparabl 
otherwiſe — cauſes in the producing the 
acts, ' ſhould move independently upon the fu 
cauſe, and the Creature ſhould Create. 13 
herefore onely ſo far doth God fore · ſee be 
fore all l what ſhall be in time, as he ſecs hi 


Va © A _ * ”? 


| > ts Ade: la 
«SOME of *her | 10 „ en 
one will, either for the doing it, or x 


F 
it to be done, for affording that concourſe with- 
out which it eannot be done. 

Ihe will of God then before all time, that Is 
his decree or purpoſe for the being of ſuch or 

ach a thing in time muſt be the ground of his 
fore · ſight that it ſhall be, and therefore in order 
of nature before it, and fo his purpoſe meerly 
of himſelfe: For ſtill whatſoever can be imagi- 

ned fore · ſeen, as that whichfhall be, to move hit 
will, chat it may be fore - ſeen, as that which 
oO be, muſt of neceſſity ſuppoſe his will that it. 
all DE. | SET” 
For furtherclearing this truth, (though in- 
deed i: is a truth that ſhines ſo clearly in its own 
light, as well might forbid all cr leg | 
canfider, of things that are not; Some are only, 
polible, and may be. (God can ell vp. children to 
Abraham of the flonet;) Some are fature, and ſhall 
be, both known, to God: But how is this know 
ledge differenced ? All things poſſible he khowes 
in his own power; all things future in his de- 
creee. | | 
Secondly, if God fore- ſee what ſhall be, in or- 
der of nature before his decree that ir ſhall be, 
otherwiſe then in his decree, then is he diſpoiled 
of all liberty, both in his decree, and for his de- 
cree. - 1. In his decree ; if he will decree, he hath 
his rule before hand from the creature, what he 
ſote· ſees antecedently to his decree ſhall Bee; 
therefore becauſe it ſhall be, doth he fore · ſee that 
it ſnall be, then hath he no liberty left to decree 
otherwiſe, but either his decree muſt be fruſtrate, 
or contradictions muſt be true; Such a ching 
ſhall be, and cherefore God hath fore - ſeen me 
I6\ 5 * 


x 5 
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the lame 


ot 1 


L 


, hal 1 ne | An THAT. . * 
Rach decreed that it ſhall not be: But for 


ach as both theſe cannot he true, God muſt 
content to ſtand under the moſt fatall neceſſi 
Hat it imaginable; The ſam of the Stoick fat 


#® Once bee Was, © Semel juſſit, ſemper pæet, here it is Nunq. 


— lee ſeribed by the creature, even there where ſubje 


wet. 


Juſſit, ſemper paret; he muſt, obey. what is pr 


on is fatall bondage in the determination e 
is will, how unſeaſonably are the adverſagie 
the truth wont to raĩſe cla mours againſt tha 
neceſſity which man ſtands under upon ſuppoſal 
of Gods decree? That ſecond cauſes ſhauld h 
BY fixſt cauſe be determined, ſo as upon ſuppo 
. che firſt cauſes predetermination, t 

ork onely to that ĩſſue which ĩs predetermined 


e upon their own ſuppoſition of fore · ſight:) 

ac mean time for the manner of their working 
rational & free agents lefc free in their working 
the ſame decree that determines them to one i 
determining them likewiſe to work freely to th 
iſſue; all this is orderly and faire: The I cau 
herein having its due preheminence, the ſeco 
cauſe in due ſubjection, yet wichout all impeach 
ment, but to lay the firſt cauſe under the ſecond 
foot, and that when in ics weakeſt ſtate; not! 
being, but that which ſhall be, is to, raze th 
everlaſting foundations: Thus is God diſpoile 
of liberty in his decree. Secondly, What liber 
ty hath ke for it? Such a thing thall be, is 
Kieler of him before his decree ; what place 
there now for his decree? in his dec ee he play 
but an after-game, ir wi l be, whether he decrg 
or no,; how is this belceming the Diving | 
dot 


| b e ſame conditionall neceſſity being undenia 
& 


' Hatnerd deeret that which is ſu $ encag! mo 
before he determine any ſuch thing? To 
| ba ev eget In 10 l ee 
hirdly, by the different condition of men, 
according to Gods different purpoſe of Election 
and Reprobation, is God finally and cternalhy 
glorified ; if then God hath not determined 
— — of Fre — El mals and 1 
to his purpoſe. within himſelſe, their 
difference with 1 Sela order of it;he bath not 
of; himſelſe determined tis own fate gf etexna 
glory, but it comes to paſle — rom 
the ertature, as he light upon it at peradvens 
tures, according to the uncertaine working of 
thefickls creature, it is ſo now, it might have 
been otherwiſe : Adam tell, fo way was made 
for the eternall manifeſtation of Gos revenging 
Juſtice, and ſparing mercy in Chriſt, he might 
have ſtood for ought that God determined, and 
fo, for ought that he determined, ſuch a way of 
gloritying himſelfe might not have been; ſo all 
e great works; mans finall ſtate, Gods finall 
, thegiving of Chriſt, the whale methad 
of ſalvation by Ehrift, are otcafionall from the 
creature, not origin em the Counſells of 
God, but as the creature apt to put him upon 
theſe things : But is there any thing more prime- 
Jaber both in Scripture and to true Reaſon, 
hen that the firſt thing in Gods aime in order 
to all his works is his glory? Did he not make 
all things for himſclfe > Are not all things of 
him, from him, to him? Is not he the ſupreame 
great, and therefore all things muſt be ſubſervi- 
ent to his glory? Is he not the ſupreme good, 
aud cherefore Iovely above all? therefore loves 
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bimſelfe above all? th 


K N W 
Tx. 
4 fore makesandorde 
all things for his owne glory ?: Ther&iz%an 
turall obligation of juſtice to himſelfe whereb 
tie cannot but ſet up his own glory, as the whit 
to which all his workesſhall be directed, that 
then being firſt in his eye, as the end of all, ar 
that way whereby he is unto all eternity glorifis 
ed, being pitch't in his counſells, he mau needs 
crder and adminiſter” all things making there 
to, and therefore by vertue of his owne glory 
decreed, he decrees the whole Series from th 
frſt ſtept to the laſt tending thereto, Hence they 
it is manifeſt, chat this purpoſe ot his for the dif 
ferent ſtate of men, it is meerly of it ſelſe, above 
all works good or cvill, faith or unbeliefe, above 
the fore-fight of all, comprchending theſe witl 
in it, appointing and ordering them which will 
yet be further clear by the Apoſtles diſcourſe. 
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rut SECOND : 
SERMON. 


— 


ROM. 11. 7. 


But the Election bath obtained it, and 
the reſt were hardned. 


Ver. 14. to the 19. followes an OB jedlion, with the 
Anſwer. 


— 


e Objection, ver. 14. the Apo- 


C 
RAIL a Ge 


le knowing how cndldly the 

| >| If, fic will cavil againſt this truth, 
"2 RI Rene laycs down and prevents an Ob- 
of REG jctionhere,} bat ſhall we ſay then, 

\ is there unrighteouſneſſe with God ? 


This is the charge of mans corrupt reaſoning a- 
giinſt God, ariſing from the Doctrine of Prede- 
ttination. 
Ihe ſumme of the Odjection is this: If God 
deal ſo unequall with them that in themſelves 
are equall, = is he unrighteous, bat according 
to the Apoſtles Doctrine ſo it is3 for thier works 
good or evill come not at all into account with a 
God as Motives to his Will one way or other for 3 
his decree; therefore he is unrighteous. | 
25 e '-. an _ 


(22) 


- 
; 
U 
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For anſwer). 1. The Apoſtle deteſts the com 1; 
8 of the propoſition. Thou 2 lezle U 
ſo unequally (in regard of his decree) 5 ny ( 
thoſe that in themſelves are equall, yet farre be 1; 
that blaiphemy fro n any to charge him with un- e 


righteouineſſe. | 
2. He Vindicates the righteouſneſſe of God: p 
x. In points of Election, verſ. 15. 16. Verſ. 15, 1 
By that ſoveraigne Hberty which God hath for fo 
willing, and decreeing mere to whom hepteaftes, © 
meerly becauſe he pleaſes, for which he quotes a: 
Exad. 3 3. 19. whencever{, 16. he laies down af G 
generall concluſion; So then it u nt, & c. the io 
meaning; it is not by any, eicher good deſires 
in man ( it is not in him ihat witleth ) ot gaod en- 
deavours of man, it i not in bim that runneth) 
that God is prevented in his decree, but his de- bl 
cree is wholly of it ſelfe ; for mercy, becauſe he 01 
will have mercy; (But of God that ſheweth merey) b 
2. In point of Reprobat ion, the Apoſtle ſhews tl 
the ſame Liberty of proceeding meerly according n- 
to the will of God in the infance of Pbaroab, for th 
which he quotes Exod. 9. 16. and thence con- d- 
cludes a full and equall liberty in God, both for o 
Election and Reprobation. af 
1. For the in Bes of Phar»cb verſ. 17. Two R 
things are affirmed. 1. That God raifed him up N 
which comprehends his bringing into the world ti, 


his pteſervation, his advancement to the Thi one as 
tris tingling out to ſtand in oppolition againſt the ri 
Lord, his obfirmation in that wickedneſſe of his E 
--2, The end of it, that God by powerfull de- 
ſtroying ſucha wicked Tyrant, might gloriſie bis 
great name, | 3 D 
2. Now that God made uſe there, of the ſame} fc 
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libe 
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liberty appears: Firſt by the connexive particle 
(fo which relating to the former verſes, where 
that Liberty had been aſſerted inſinuates here the 
like, 2.By che concluſion, ver. 18.which avouch- 
eth the ſame liberty hereas formerlyin Ele&ion; 
and he Apoſtle drawing this concluſion for that 
part of it which concerns Reprobation,from the 
17. verſ. as appears by the illative particle ( tbere- 
or fore ) he gives us to underſtand, that what is ſaid 
es, of Gods raiſing up Pharoab is ſo to be conceive 
tes as that therein that ſoveraigne liberty wher 

IF Godprocecds meerly according to his will is 
he imported. & pa 
= Obſervations. 


b) 1. From the Objection; How badly felband | 
le · blood reliſheth the true Doctrine of Predeſtinati- 
he on, it will rather riſe up to a peremptory and 
)blaiphemous charge of unrighteoufneſſe againſt 
ws theLord then yield to ĩt. The prideof man will 
ng not endure the true Doctrine of juſtificat ion, nei- 
or ther che pride nor guilt of man the truth of Pre- 
n. deſtination; hence in all ages it found ſo much 
for} oppoſition, in St. Auſt in time by the Pelagians, 
after him by their ſucceſſors; ſince the time of 
Wo Reformatio n 58 tapleton, Bellarmine, and the whole 
0% Nations of the Jeſuiti, with other perverſe Here- 
Id; ticks, as Caftellio againſt Calvin and Bez a. Arminius 
ner - againſt Perkins; and now the Hereticks of our 
the times, who have made a compound of the former 
his Errors againſt this truth. 
From the Obje&ion and the anſwer together. 
1. That the Apoſtle laid down as well the 
Doctring of Reprobatlon as of Election, in the 
former verſes; becanſe this Objection thence a- 
C4 riung 
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24 Stage, 
riſing takes in both, and the anſwer Yindicatt 
Gd in both. | 
2. That what was formerly taught by the 

zoſtle in the inftance of ab and Eſa, tor thi 
8 ndance of their different condition origh 
nally on the decree of God, concerns not onely 
' them{elves,andrhe Jews,butall men, becaulſe here 
are generall concluſions laid down, verſ. 16. 1%; 
ard in Phareab an inftance of ſuch as are cut of 
the Church, ſo that all the world as well as they 
of the viſible Church, are ditierenced by Goc 
decree. | 
1 3. That neither works good or evill, faith of cau 
unbelief,ſo much as foreſeen prevented the decrem con 
of God, but were prevented by it; for it ſo, I. The 5 
had been no place for this objection, the Apoſtle in is al 
ſfarting it, teacheth us his meaning in the 11th M fing 
to ſbut out all reſpects in the Creature, If God Re 
loved Jacob upon faith or good works fore- ſeen + 
EatedEſau upon unbelicf or evil works ſore- ſeeni tlc 
here had been no place, no not ſo much as fo rep 
corrupt reaſon to queſtion Gods righteouſneſſe ren 
for then had he dealt unequally, not with thoſeſ the 
who were equall, but uncquall in his ſight. ling 
2. For the anſwer to the Objection, it Vindi -I wil 
cates the Lord npon another ground, his ſove- rat 
raigne power of dealing with man herein meerlyÞÞ the 
according to his will; ho caſily had the Ob- me 
je&orsmouth been ſtopt by mentioning their dif. I anc 
ferent qualifications fore - ſeen, if that had bci th 
the truth ? Jon 
4. Mhatſoeyer the Scripture holds forth for the 
will of God, we are thence to conclude it uſt, 
or (it itarifeabove the teſpects of *uſtice in the 
ulual ſenſe, which ſupy oſeth an object of reward) 
— 
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bh . (25) 
at the leaſt not unjuſt : So the Apoſtle, becauſe it 

is Gods will to have mercy on whom he will, 
ind barden whom he will; that is to ordaine 
hom he will unto mercy, and whom he will 
unto wrath hardning thereuntogthis ordination 
olf his ariſing above all good or evill, ſo much as 
fore ſeen in the Creature, he therefore concludes 
Mic jult ; ſuppoſe we can no more comprehend the 
righteouſneſſe of God in ſuch a way of his, then 
ve can the myſtery of the Trinity, we muſt not 
therefore denye it to be his will, becauſe we can- 
not fathom the righteouſneſſe thereof, but be- 
cauſe the Scripture affirms it his will, we muſt 


T&F conclude it righteous, 


5. That not onely comparative Predeſtination 
is above all different reſpects in the creature, but 
jingle above all reſpe&s, whether in Election or 
Reprobation. 

dome grant that thus far it is clear in the Apo- 
tles diſcourſe, tha: Jacob and Eſau were equal, as 
repreſented to the decree of God;and what diffe- 


le rence was betwixt them fowed originally from 


the decree, & therefore God in chuſing one, refu- 
ling the other proceeded mcerly according to his 
wil, that if the queſtion be, why did he chute /acob 
rather then Eſax?or why did he refuſe Eſau rather 
then Facab? no other anſwer is to be given but 
meerly his will : This for comparative Eleftion 
and Reprobation, but then for ſingle, they 
thinke there is in all men a neceſſary qualificati- 
on one and the ſame; the confideration whereof 
ie in order of nature, before the decree either of 
Election or Reprobation, and that is the corrup- 


he ticn of nature over all men, aud all alike hence 


they make the object of Predeſtination man fal- 
len 
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len, not comprehending within it, the creat 
and the Fall, but ſtating it below both, | 
ainſt this opinion, the three arguments ſafe 
merly uſed to prove the oy of God to bh 
wholly of it ſelfe, will conclude ; we ſhall hi 
further occaſion to discuſſe this more fully up 
the next verſes, for the preſent, let us ſee he 
far what che Apoſtle hath here argued makes 
gainſt it, concluding rather the decree of Pn 
deſtination to ariſe above both the fall and d 
Creation, and to have for it's object, man not 
yet Created, in divine conſideration, 

1. From the Obje&ion ; there had been lictÞ- 
reaſon for it, had fallen and ſinfull man been . 
Object, For when all had deſerved to perilÞis d 
what colour of unrighteouſneſſe was there, t 
God ſhould decree the ſaving of ſome in mergſ" 
leaving others to periſh according to their d 
ſert? 

2. From the anſwer; The Apoſtles anſwer 
from Gods ſoveraigne liberty of diſpoſing of mi 
according to his Wall : but had fallen man be 
the object, an anſwer more ſatisfying the adve 
ſary, leſſe lyable to exception had been ready 
hand tothis purpoſez for as much as all mt 
have deſerved to dye, had God ſo determined 
all he had been juſt, that he ordaines ſome to lb 
it is his mercy. 

3. From the following diſccurſe which clea 
ly ſetteth forth man as not yet created to be th 
object, raifing this decree of God above both tl 
fall and the creation;and being the continuani 
of the Apoſtles former diſcourſe, concludes ij 
Apoftles meaning the ſame, in the former dil 
eourſe. 7 


f 
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2 - Verſe 19. Why doth be jet complaine? wha bath 
. ſiſted bis will? The meaning;by what right doth 
oa tind fault with man, and puniſh him for his 
Min, foraſmuch as it is his will to harden him in 
Sin? the former Objection chargeth God with 
pancighteouſnefſe ; this with tyranny, For an- 


Wer. 


Deereeing 
The will of God is 5 Coil, 


| Declaring 

His decreeing will determines what ſhall be 

His declaring will ſhews, 1. What is mans duty. 
itt. What God accepts when it is performed; it is 
ere the decreeing will which no man can refiſt, 
-riÞis declaring will is ſo often reſiſted, as finne is 
Fommitted; and the ſtrength of the objection is 
ren this, that man in reſiſting his declaring will, 
z what he commands, and in the performance 

Fu hereot he would be well pleafed ; doth yet not 
Feliſt his decreeing will, ſo the Objection clearly 

m ormed is this; It God have decreed that man 
Hall ſin and be hardned in his fins, and no man 
Fan reſiſt this decree of God; by what right can 
+! mp man for his fin? For anfwer, the A- 
Poſtle grants what the objection alleadgeth ; de- 

q * what it would conclude, by pleading Gods 


ſolute foveraignty over man 3 and in his ſove- 


A ratgnty, his liberty for Ae of man, meer - 


ly according to his will, his will no way taking 
Wife from any thing in man; and this by checking 
che inſolency of man in thus conteſting with his 
Creator, forgetfull of his Dominion over him 
which by compariſon is illuſtrated, verf. 20. an 5 
dillchis compariſon fpecified, and further clear- 
Jed by inſtance of the Potter and his clay, ag” T. 
e 
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The Potter, God. 


. 


The Potters power 
over the Clay. 


3. 
The Clay in the 
4 lump not yet for- 
med into Veſlels. 
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Joe Of the ſame lump. 


| One Veal to hc. 
nour, another 
made to diſho - 
. nOUr, 


= 
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The TIL Mankind 8 
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Gods Dominion over 


man. 


3. 


Mankinde not as 
yet Created. 


4 
Of mankinde equal it 
ly repreſcited. | 


Jo 


— i  .—_____ 4 


One man created for' 
eternall life, another 
for the day of 
evill. 


Naw let us ſee from this Objection, and tt 
anſwer to ĩt; whether man lallen, or man n 
yet created, be the Object of Predeſtination ? whe 
ther the ſin of the firſt many and in him the cop 


ruption of all men be conſi 


idered before the de 


cree? or whether the decree of God comprehent 
within it, the fin both of the firſt man and ol 
men; this hy certain ſteps, 

1. The objection taking for granted, that mel 
are hardaed in ſin according to the decreeing w 
of God, it is not denyed by he Apoſtle, but juſt 


fied: but whether doth the conſi 


cration of f 
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n the parties to be Hardned; move Goto that 
decter of hatdning them; or doth that fin'for 


Mich they are bardned, fall within the decree of 


"Ari Theugh God fore-fee that they ſhall fin 


core, he will batden'them in their finne, their 
Wirdning being a judgement upon them for their 


n; yet doth not the fore · ſight of that finne go 
before his decree of hardning in fit, but he de- 


crees of his meer pleaſure, 1. To e them to 


un, in order to hardning. 2. To harden them in 


fin order in to condemnation. 
1, Ctherwiſe there was no place for this Ob- 
jections for it is granted on all Hands, chat upon 
in committed it is juſt with God to hatrden, and 


Fit will follow by like reaſon, that upon the fore- 
ſeght of ſn to be committed; and this without 


the decrce of God, it may be juſt with God to de- 
cree ti Rarden; and there is no more colour of 


Jobjecting againſt God in the latter, then in the 


former: 
2. Neither otherwiſe doth it ſuite to the A- 


poſtles former diſcoutrſe:the decree whereby God 


th wills the hardning of the Reprobact; is the ſame 


with that whereby he hated Eſau, as is cleare by 


che thread of the Apoſtles diſcourſe, from ver. 13; 
vo 19.but that riſeth above all reſped᷑t of fin to be 
A committed, v. 11. 1 


Hichertò we have gained this ſep, that thoſe 


Auall uns in rccompente whereof, by the righ- 


I tous judgement of Gbd; the Reprobates are 
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bardned unto death, fall within the decree of 
Goc, are not fore · ſeen without his decree, as 


Motiues to his decree,” but are by him decreed 


- 


1 wich intention of hardning for them. 


But 
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49 natural) « Wd 00 by th mem fall, 
this decree of God, and chence thej — of G 


more clear, that though he decree to permit 


ſin in order to hardivg ; Tm: is it onely finf 


man ſo conũdered in his erte, fallen into a ft 
of fin without his decree, that he fo dectees, 


permit ta {in ? 


Ane, But then filll what place for the q 


on? ;. 
That God may harden men for ſins co 


ted is granted on n all hands, chat he is not un 
to recover fallen man; — may leave him 


comuit thoſe fins for which he Is 1 7 
wile granted, that he may find fault with, 


niſh wiah grervall wrath hardned ſinneti, i 71 


wiſe gran ted; luppoling then the corruptior 
naturein 85 eye ot God before his decreeofhar 
ning the Reprobatez there is no place for this 


either not to ſuffer fallen man further to ſin, 
not to harden any ſinners in {in, or not to x 
niſh hardned e this is contr ary to 
by all is A Granted: 7 


+£xcept we ſhall ſay that God muit decy 


ar the Objection makes for. man, c 


gerd as 5 yet created, to be rh Ober 1 


Predeſtination. 


Now for the Anſwer : It will 1 it yet m of | 


clear. Where 1. The Apoftle pleads Gods ab 
lute power over man, by right of Creation, ve 
20. 21. 2. Expo 1 2 for further clearir 
1. The ſpecial] end 275 


his deer CE. V. 22.2 

1. He pleads his KS AE { 
7 or dominion, verl. a 20. Who art thou 172 7 
| ; W * 


j 


ae exec Lip 


e power A Griral Ligh 


odd is ſo far above thee, and hath r Bed. 
| cycr thee, that he ic not lyable to give an ac- 


ont of what he doth concerning thee. 


2. This power over man, nat as created (much 

ſe fallen) but as to be creat ed: ſhall the thing 
xrmed, ſay to him that formed ity why haſt thou 
de me thart We here ſce by the Apaſtles anſwers, 
ae mind of the Objection, which wasto charge 
zod with Tyranny : that he decrees to harden. 


mie Reprobate in fin, upon ſuppoſallthat this de- 
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e ot his riſeth above the conſideration of man 


created; and in his decree of Creation, he 


ch this intention: Why baſt thou made me thus? 
ich is yet more expreſly in the next words, 
hat power the Potter hath to make Veſſels fac 
ifterent uſe, honoucable or diſnonourable: the, 
me power hath God to Create men, ſome for 
alration, others for deſtruction, Prove 16. 4+ 

Now iuppoſe man fallen had been the Obieft, 


ready an Grlefying anſwer had been; rather 


om Gods righteouſneſs then dominion: to this, 


fect, 1. That though God decrees: to harden, 


Ihe Reprobate in ſinne, yet he ſees them firſt as 
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ho can doubt but when man hach fallen with- 


nners, and that without hi; decrees. 2. He 
lecrees, to harden them in a certaine order, 
Not to recover them from their ſinfull 
ate, but ſuffer them to multiply tbeit tranſ- 
reſſions. 2. To harden them by way of righteous, 
udgement for thoſe tranſgreſſions of theirs, ac- 
ording to this order of the decree; that it takes 
$ rife from the fin of man antecedently to; his 


Necreezthe plea of Gods righteouſneſs muſt clear» 


: 
ow. 
4 
jy 


y have ſatisfied even a cavilling adverſary: for. 


out 
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otit his decree, God is not bound to recover Me 
from ſinʒzor that when his tranſgreſſiuns are ¶ er F 
tiplied, the Lord — 4 not harden him, than 

with-hold ſuch works of his Spirit as he rpm 
--merly afforded him, after finfull mans manit 
abuſe of them, and deliver him up fully to 
own heart and Satan. That alone which 
quires the plea of Gods power is, that thei 
ſtep here is according to Gods decree, and 
decree of Creation is accompanied with this 
tention : It is well obſerved by learned Cam 
that for the properties of God, ſome of them a 
converſant about the object already conſtitu 
ſuch are his mercy and juftice, ſome about 
conſtitution of the object, ſuch are his wiſde 
and power, the power of God is here ſo plead 
nor as ſuppoſing man created and fallen in 
knowledge of God, but to be createdand to 
by the decree of God, the apprehenſion ther 
man conſidered as ſinfull, to be the obꝭect of ii 
decree; it is firſt againſt the nature of the Aff 
ſtles argument here, which is power, or domi. 
on, n ot juſtice. ot M7 
2. It is againſt the proſecution of it; 1. ST 
the thing formed ſay to bim'tb 1t firmed it, Why 
thon m ade me thus? according to that conc | c 
on ĩt ſhould have been thus rather, Shall the il 
def im ed ſay to him that formed it, N bat thou mt 
red me thus ? 2, Hath not the Potter power of 
fame lump, &c? 8 by 
r. They who will have the difference to a 8 
from faĩth or works fore-ſern, ſuppoſe here: 
one and the ſame lamp, but two, and tligſe . 
different lumps. | | ** 
2. They that will have man as fallen, the ol” 


Es Sh hoy 1 
then l * 


ia juſt contrary phi 
aun ne Whit is the dn power th over hib 
lay ? 


Thus we have ſcene from this Otten and 
Anſwer to it; man conſidered ac not yet 
created, the object the of Predeftination : Let 
.us now adde anothet Argument from the 
Angels. Ws | 


The -arroke of Elefion and Reprobation 
for the Angels. hath them for the object as not 
{cated s ar it is of ' wotites;3 one of theft two 
needs beg becauſe there is not in any one 
Lgell fallen the corruptloti and fall of the teſt, 


: on man ; but that it ſhould be of workes 1s 


obe denyed upon the ſave grounds that it is de- 
dyed for. man; they tliat grant that in man It it 
r workes,' yet will have man confidered as 
ng the cbj ect, are here troubled to extricate 
ves; for ii it carry with ic many abſurdi- 
that mans Election or Reprobation ſhould 
| di Workes or Faith. ſo much as fore-ſetn , af 
40 gan iv-dock, the' ke rd likewiſe de 
San i cak; of the Angeli ſor works. 
: If it may.withour abſyrdicy be granted for! 
Angels. that they are to be conſidered in 
da:pirpoſe of God as to be created, then may 
Yiu likewiſe in man, and if iemay it mult, for the, 


SF rer, » denote D q 
of abſolute power in this point. _ - 
"if in another caſe of equall concernmene 
Lord proceeds according to his abſolute p 
then —— all abſurdity is it to be g 
71 3 but ſoit is: For inſtance. 
tion 222 — — all} 
Pofteriys By what rule t ce at 
( conceived: in the womb! ive. or ſin thou 
ars after-Adamis fin ) charged with that finne 
” ? Would this be warrantable betwixt 
and man, that by the Fathers offence againſt 
Prince, all this ſucceeding Pofterity throughe 
all generations ſhould be Iyable to death? 
indeed any of them who were not fo — 
berne or conceived hen the Father cc 
his treſpaſſe? Will: it be ſaid-in caſe Gain U 
venant be made, it is warrantable ? Hut by 
rule may ſuch a Covenant be made ? or if m 
how not more warrantably broken then 
2. Imputation of mans fin to; Chriſt, 
him puniſhing the ſinnes of all the Elek- 2 Mig 
any Prince hang, draw, and quarter —— 


nocent and noble Peere in che Hingdome, and 


ven the Kingdomes heite, and the ſonne of 
loynes, thereby to acquit a company of wretch 
Traytors ? Yee Mee Juſt in God, b 

he hath this abſolute puter over man, * 
over the humane nature of Chrift ; chat 


— elders norches 


in point e | 
FR ad and ; ergated> by the Father, 2 


had hos ws that Chriſt s a 
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vf mer of juft ce; the 
pf . Wb other for ; condemning fallen 


ga ul ans: 2 here is finne cons. 
> beſo re Qt i 195 40 
condemning, j f pa 
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Ar. 1. All cha hat can 18 2074 
that the decree rmines 4 5 
der the ſalvation of the E 
nation of the 77 3 910 405 
tion of finne, as that w 
fore 17 degree, © HY the f. FE 
tg the decree it {ele ; ſee * 
hea of Electio . a dec 
| perſevering hel 
Re | my ak Fl. 
pres 6 nn; he i 
all perfever 14 
tion Goal diene 0 | 1175 
tothe decree , yet Se it . 
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ole Ly 9 
ler = to the Apoltle Rom. g. Yo hie 
Make ſuppoſeth whatſoever is 5 eh 
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-Nat Tus 
ek them, and rake its riſe from den bur com- 
prehends them, and 6rdaines them, ot fer wi 5 | 
Was of works, ( faich in this conſideration 5 
ng on the nature of works, as heel the 100 
to be of the 1 ae then o 


whatſoe ver make el the execution fs it in : oy 


D 2 


mY last 2 Anothe y Ami far nf r be : A n T * 
i» 94102 | 5 nd him When 
dyes ina legitimate off prinz, this canno 
without a wife; now 5 to that miſta 
he maſt for- ee that he ſhall have à wife befc 
lie purpoſeth any ſuch thing, and the fore · ſig 
hereof muſt be motive to him for purpofing 
to leave his name in bis Poſterity; whereas it | 
clear in true confideration that X ule he dur 
poſeth to leave his name, he tlierefore purpq 
ſeth ro. take a wiſe, nor doth he any other Way. el 
before-hand that he will have a wife then in h 
owne purpoſe: That decree which determine 
the end coniprehends likewiſe the meanes to that 
end, otherwiſe it would be à decree to no end i 6 


a purpoſe to nb purpoſe. Ts 
2 cauſe che finne of man is in order of tin 

before either His falvation , or condemnatiot 

that God might be glotified in his ſparing mes 


cy upon ſome, in his revenging. juſtice upon - 
t 


ers; therefore muſt thar intention of his finns 
be in order of nature after Gods intention of 
glorifying himſelſe, for wfratſoever makes for 
the accompliſment of the end, as the meandl 
thereto, is appointed in order ts, and by vertu 
of the end it ſelſe fore · appointed. Hence that 
well known rule, What is ficſt in intention, 
laſt in execution; Inſtance, a man builds an hoaſe 
in ſuch a place, of ſuch à forme, of ſo many 
roomes for himſelfe ro dwell in, the laſt thing 
here in execution is his dwelling in the houſe, 
bat it was rhefift in his intention, and therefore 
fot the conyeniency of his dwelling did be pro- 
vide materials,” build i n fach a place, in ſuch 4 
forme, be Hence if Gor fore ſee the Hufe © 
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ded ſo to glorifie himſelſe, but the-perniifian of 
fin being firſt in intention, muſt be laſt in executi- 
on; therefore man muſt firſt be condemned or ſav- 
ed,and then permitted to fin : So great an abfur- 


1 dity doth that mĩſtake run upon. 


Therefore to couclude; 1. Election is a dectee 
for ſparing mercy , Reprobation ſor revenge- 
ing juftice, rather then ot them, each oſ them 
being an act ei abſolute: and arbitrary power, 
favouring or refuſing to favour, meeify. at pled» 
ſure, | 1 bun v1.30 

2. Yet there is a twofold juſtice in God. 

1. Towards himſelf,whereby he doth for him- 

ſelfe whatſoever his wiſdome dictates tobe for his 


1 owne glory, 


2. Towards the creature, whereby he diſpo- 
ſth. good or evill to it upon certaine condi- 
tions. n 509 425105); 

In the former ſenſe, Election and Reprobation 
both are acts of juſtice, God is to be [juſtified in 
whatſoever he doth beſeeming his wiſdome for 
his glory. r v1 | 

In the latter ſenſe, they are for juſtice and mer- 
cy: rather then of them. This for the firſt ground 
of that miſtake, Ainiabs $5251 

2. A needleſſe feare ; they are aſraĩd to affirme 
that God decreed and willed the fall of Adam, 
Jeſt they ſhould thereby make him the Author of 
ligne, 8 _— 
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ſuppoſtth ſubjc ion 
uch at 


ing that man | 
nen ga) ſhall fin. Poul 
1 Doth not God will the fall of Adam? Hen 
. Is it aghint his Will 2 But he is Omni 
tent. 7 218 Vt q 
2. Is it without his Knowledge? Bat he 
Omniſcient. a 4 
3. Is ie beſide his Will > But 1. Not one h 
from the head, nor a ſparrow to the ground, u 
che iſſue of the lot in the lap vAthour his diff 
ing. a. Then did he not determine what ſhox 
be the end of man, when he intended to ere 
him, nor what his courſe ; by the ſame reac 
che lame is to be ſaid for the Angels, nor he 
he would be glorified in the finall ſtate of 1 
and Angels, nor the giving of Chtiſt, nor t 
Augen, Bo. 
Goſpell in the world, the whole Oeconomy 
mans ſalvation aad condemnation, of the Kin 
dome of God here, and in heaven, of redemf 
tion of Chriſt, and thereupon his glory, all orig 
nally befide the will of God ordered occafia 
 mally: Thad: as lieve ſubſcribe to that wit 
\ © Philoſuphie which teacheth the world to 
made of che caſuall concourſe of Atomes, al 
o this more wilde Theologie, which teacheth thi 
whole adminiſtration of this world , and that 
to come, to come about meerly caſually and o 
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ſt Sermon laid down three arguments; provin 
xe purpoſe of God to be ineerly air l in 
vill here fully conclude that both the ſin of che 
ict man, and all fins whatſoever are decreed by 
od, let us forme them to this particular. 
1 He decrees to permit finne (otherwiſe he 
naniſe ſted; againe, whereas he in time 
if he did not before all time will to per mit ie; 
is with him according to mans -weaketieffe, 
ounſels ariſe in his breaſt anew)therefore he de- 


i crees that fin ſhall be upon his permiſſion, the 


xermifhon of finne cannot be conctived to have 


o further end, but that it ſhould reſt meerly 


in the act of permiſſion, and indeed the permiſſi- 
an of fin doth involve the being of it upon per- 


Further, foraſimuch as there is no evill but in 


ſorfflgood; and in every ſinſull act we have to confi- 


der the act, and the = o the act, the a& 
and that which is good he works, who is the firft 
cauſe, the fountaine of being and goodneſſe, f 


i whom we move, the fin deaving to the a& he 


permits: Hence in Foſepbs ſale by his brethren, 


ofaſhe crucifying of Chrift, the diſpoyling Fob of al 


he had, Sc. the will and the hand of God are 


AY owned z if God had not willed the crucifyi 


of Chriſt, (and what greater finne ) how h 


» ff te willed the ſalyation of man by Chriſt? which 
pbeſe 1. 44 Again, 


yet he willed from all eternity, 
if God willed not the fall of Alam ( andi ir was the 
mother of finne) how did he will the ſalvation of 


off man by Chriſt > ix being hi firſt fiepmaking way: 
4 thereto; this lends to cle Fr making 


ar" Wy ay Gee will Mi end 5 


- 


. which cannot be t to paſſe wichou 
being of finne, he that ſinne ſhall bez 
od wills that end, the glorifying of bis ſpar 
ercy tempered with his juſtice in Chriſt, in 
alvation of ſome , his revenging juſtice in 
condemnation” of others; and this way of g 
rifying hinmſelfe neceſſarily ſuppoſeth ſinne, ti 
being no place for that kinde either; of me ; 
| juſtice without ſinne; therefore he wills | thr 
n ſhall be, and the firſt finne as well as any 
ther, without which the other had not bee 
Hanch: opinion fd noyuss rat of 2c t 
z. Though fin be not good but evill, yet tl 
finne ſhould be, it is good, good foraſmauch as it 
neceſſarily. conducible to his glory, he havi 
ſet downe in the counſell of the Will in ſuc 
way to be glorified, but God wills all goc 
therefore he wills chat finne ſhall he: Sin is ev 
therefore is falls not under the Will of CIC 1 1 
approve its that fin ſhould be is good, there fore 5 
falls under the Will of God to decree it. Hen 
» Enchi- St, Auſtin, It is not to be doubted but God dei 
id. c. 69. well, even in ſuffering to be done whatſoevalifipe 
_ -- at eyilly done; ſor this he ſuffers not by 
y a righteous Judgement, and truly whatſoevd 
is righteous is good, although therefore tho 
things which are evill, in as much as they are t 
vill are not good; yet that not onely choſe thin 
which are good, but which are evill too, ſhouk 
2 Eachi- he, is good: * Whence after a wonderfull an 
mid. c. 100. unſpeakable manner, it is not broughu to pal 
bedſidde his Will, that even againſt his Will J 
b to paſſe not befide his Will decreeing 


which is againſt bis Will approving: - ;: : I for 
' + Fox -thas Arguinent taken. pm the libel] ' 
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of God both in and „ 
eto his Will, when he permits ſinne, whether 
he firſt fin, or any other, and it will 'conclade 
ui will neceſſatily determined beforehand by 
he creature, except we will grant, that he freely 
f himſelfe decreed thoſe fins to be; many other 
zuments might be added. As, | 
5. Otherwiſe the Will of God is not the firſt 
z the order of cauſes, is capable of motives 
om without, both which are clearely againſt 
e perfection of the Divine Nature, other- 
wiſe God is not ſo perfectly happy, but there is 
happineſſe imaginable beyond his happinefle -; 
cis greater happinefſe that all things whatſoe. 
r be fully according to his Will, then that any 
hing be beſides itz and therefore foraſmuch as. 
od is perfectly happy to the greateſt perfection 
imaginable, it muſt needs be his Will that thoſe 
zings ſhould be, which yet he approves not as 
good, but approves as good, that they though 
not good, but evill, be. 
Another Obje&ion yet againſt this abſolute 


power of God: Did God make man to damne 


um, and to this end decree that he ſhould fin ? - 
Anſw. The Scripture doth not much abhorre 


F from. ſuch like expreſſions, He made ibe wicked for” 
the day of evill, veſſels of wrath fitted for deſtrutii» 


non; ec. but not according to the meaning of this 


Obje&ion doth it uſe them, which holds forth 
thus much, as if the torments of Perifhing finners 


Ry ſhould be the Terminus acquieſcentia in the breaſt 


of God, that whetein he refts, as wherein he hath 
obtained his end, as willing their condemnation 


g for it ſelſe. 


' God willy the condemnation of a Regen 
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hate fi kinaſe; and | airiſelfs, 

; thor ic ſelfe, he neither wills the e 
Elect, — he wills all things, and bach c 
alithings that are made . for his owne gle 
therefore he hath not made man either toc 
him, or to ſave him, in that ſenſe, but having 
termined to glorifie on the one hand hiv r 
tempred with his juſtice 3 on the other, his 
venging juſtice in mans final] condition, he 
needs determine thereupon, as the entire meg 
without which that end could not be broug 
paſſe, both to make man, and to ic hi 
finne, and to recover ſome from ſinne, and 
them, to harden others in ſinne, and conde 
them; ſo that the condemnation of the Rep 


bate is not the end of Gods decree, but parti 


that meanes whereby the end, the glory of 
rerenging juſtice is accompleſh' ; 3 therefore vi 
it is ſaid, he made the wicked for the day 
vill, it is ſaid withall, he made all things fort 


ſelfe, veſſells af wrath fitted for deſtructiq p oc 


wichall that he might ſhew forth his wrath, 
make his power knowne. And now we are cc 
to the ſecond part of the Apoſtles anſwer, v 
he expoſtulates, firſt , the ſupreme end: 2. 
righteous execution of Gods « ecree. 

1. The ſupreme ends: What if God wil 
to ſhew forth his wrath, and make his po 


known, v. 22. and that he might make known i +: 


riches of his glory, 8c, v. 23 
We hare — — that which 6 


ons ehe Obje&ion, v. 19. mult needs be thed | 
of God, in that it ariſeth above the fall and d 
nion ot man; encore the Apoſtle h 


reſpe 


* > i thin 45 HOY Bie, ſo all 
ine e and as Gad is to be gloriſied of 
, ſois he all manner of wayes to be glorified , 
1 his Attributes Uiſptayed, his Wiſedomey 
r, Holineſſe, Mercy, jaſtice, &e; this is by 
e's talled the good J de Untrert, by Uni- 
e underſtanding all things created ag one en- 
frame, ſo making (as ic were) a clear Looks» 
Glaſſt, wherein Na Majeſty of God ſhines 
th, the good of the Univerſe that reſplenden- 
und luſtre of the Divine Majeſty, in che mani- 
jon of his > prion in all things: The 
ſedome of God therefore diQating this way for 
x glory of his Mercy and Juſtice, (choſe attri- 
4 into the glory whereof all the workes of 
is hands are finally reſdlved) God is hereby ju- 
ified ! in his . and indeed this is the onely 
Alice which can have place in the decrees o 
50d, that he decree nothing but what is — * 
2 his owne witedom for his own 429570 7 
lepenti ) and therefore the propo fal of ſuc 


od 28 his wiſedome ſuggeſts to be for his is glory» 
oth Js Juſtice God. Yet ſodoth he dreree to 


orifice his Juſtice, as withall his Power, or his 
awinzory oyer his creature, which-referrs ſtill ta 
he liberty of his decree; ſo that whereas it is affir- 
| "IEF hey are veſſells of wrath fitted for de- 
Mon, this hath refpe& to Gods intention, or- 

lining them to be. ſuch as the Potter makes at 
rehis veſſells, ſome for honor,others for 
dener! in vaine is 10 ch ection, that they are 
ed of chem yes, W hich i is 1 far true that they 
corrupy 


8 | 09 | 2 "2:20 
corrupt themſelves, and are ſo fitted far co 
nation, but withall here is reference to God 
tention, becauſe his power or dominion ist 
ſhewn over man to be created, as the Potters of 
his clay, according to Pro. 16. 4. | 
2. The righteous execution, God condemns 
till they have finned, nay, he indures them fin 8 
againſt him with much long. ſuffering, nay, 
may adde that which other Texts of Script 
hold forth, he condemnes none, but withall q 
condemn themſelves, in the midſt of all their q 
ſtioning the juſtice of God, and cavilling agi 
it, their owne conſcience gives teſtimony to j 
righteouſneſſe of God in condemning them. H 11 
then we are to diſtinguiſh betwixt thedecree I 
the execution of it; In the decree the Soveraignln, + 
and therein the liberty of God hath place, 
only that righteouſneſſe whereby he is juſt ro HN 
ſclfe,in being true to his own glory; In the ex 
tion of his decree, his righteouſnefle toward 
creature hath place, in his decree he is not mo 
by any reſpe& of fin, in the execution of his de 4 
he puniſheth not but for ſin; his decree there 
is ſoab ſolute as withall regular: abſolute in 
ſelfe, regular for execution, as above fin , and f 
reſpects of ſin, ſo much as fore-ſeene as a mo 
to his will: So it is his will that for fin , and 
fin onely ſhall the reprobate be condemned, 
the end of his decree being the glory of his jufl 
he can no other way condemn then for fin, 
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Thus have we ſcene the Apoſtles diſcqurſe c p 
great Myftery, which being Ps. 


the clearer and briefer in the reff, 


urſe oft 
we hall J0t 
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THE THIRD 


SERMON 


Ris, 11. 7. 


at the Election bath obtained it, and 
the bg were hardned. 


2 > E ſhall naw proceed to con- 


" 
- 


W 0 2 Gp 
9 NJ) firme the Doctrine 


1. For that part of it which 
bee to Election. 
2 For the other of Repro- 
Z J bation. 
1. For Election, let us thus 
* deſeribe i IT, 
It is the eternall decree 
God whereby he hath of meer love and good 
eaſure ordained effectually to eternall life. and 
I bleſſin; ings. making for life in Chriſt, a certaine 
uber and thoſe the feweſt of men, to the praiſe 
plorious grace. 
15 i deſcription we have thee particulars to 
We.. 
1. That Eletione | is the d:cree or purpoſe of 


2. That 


. 
„ T 


as” Y 


+ Thas ia lo mee ecree, ; + © 
3. That it is for eternall lite. 
determined number fingled out by name. 

5. That ie i of the feweſt of men. 
6. That it is of love and good pleaſure, 
7. Of meer love and arbitraty pleaſure 


all reſpects in man. © 
8. 12 is 48 foi efetnalt like, {> for a | 
{ings making for life in Chriſt. [ 
* The wrd g. That it is effectuall 1 OY | 
fore-ordain- 10. That it is to the praife of tne glo 
A ory- grace of God. 8 : VIV 
» gp a 1. That it is bis putp6f6 of deere, tio w 
knowne, x the Scripture here uſeth. 1. «co . purpogpent 
* 2 Scilicet. a ſetting downe before - hand, Rom. 9. 
5: cleor d Rom. 8. 29. his purpoſe, and the counſeil of 
r will; Epbe. f. 11. 2. Sade, bbs dag 
Scripure ing purpoſe, tranſlated Predeſtinstion; it 
1er nee, ports to ordathe before: hand, ſuch er withia 
— tain bounds and Hmits are to receive what ot 
our he . Without thoſe bonnds cannot; partake of, Bp 
. It. Ram. 8. 29. the eternal} diftin&ion 41 = 
ies thas paration betwixr man and man, for their for 
— e ſtate having here its firſt rife. | _—_ 
honane - 2, It is his eternall decree ; If his decreey nd 
l , immanent act in the breaft of God, it mult bull 3 
thing ance- ternall; nothing is new ia God, chough r 
Se, chings be new from him: if this diſcoutle ( 
whereby be not be ſo clear to ſome, "Scripture teſtimonii 
rounitezs clear, Ephe. 1. 4. Choſen us before tie foi 
ge, tion of the world, ſo the Kingdome prepared 
þ « in them, Mat. 25, 34. and the redęemer to bring th 8 4 


re der- to that Kingdome, * 1 Pet. 1. 20. 


3. It is for eternall life, Stapleton the Jef 


„ 


* — oi ther ä 5 


- bim) would pur off what the Apoftle 
b about Election, Rom. 9. as though hat is 

e ſpoken, aimed at the inheritance of the 
and of Canaan, the birth-righe, dec. and not at 
emnall life; and they will have it; that what che 
zoftle there ſpake of Gods lote to Fecob, and 
atred of Eſau, concerned Jacob arid all his feed 
common, and Eſau and all his: and therefore 
j reach no farther then the inheritance of Cana- 
for Jacob and his: ſeed 4 and the deſtruction of 
11 inheritance, a expreſt by Malach?. 
ut that ic is for eternall life, is very clear. 
1. in the gib. to the Romans by divers Argu- 


1. From the Gbjection which was about the 
F « refuſing the Goſpell, and ſo miſſing of eter- 
1 life s the Apoſtle in his wiſh 'infinuating 
lexrely.as much, and in che following anſwer 
ſputi ng upon chat ſup poſi tion 
ü 2. The A 5 che diſtinction, wich he 
as Elemion and Reprobation in Facods 
— 6. which he backs with the like diſtin - 
don, in Abrabamt and Iſaac Family; then deri- 
ag all from Gods different decree, given Jacob 
nd Efes ſpecĩall inſtances thereof. 
3 Apoſtle inſtanceth for Reprobation in 
| wherein if any man ſhall thinke he aĩm- 
t at eternall condemnation, which yet the 
f timony of his hardning may evioce, bis fol- 
ning diſcourſe will conclude it, and clearly 
termine this controverſie; and therefore, 
OY The Apoſile concludes the Reprobater, Veſ- 
| 4 les of wrath fitted for deſtruction 3 and the E. 
mY eſſels of Mercy, fitted for glory. 


5. What 


as well as of the Jews: and can any mani 
poſibly perſwade himſelfe that this is meant; 
or mainly of outward priviledges ? as th 
ninth, ſo in the 11t54.Chap: where the Apo 
reſumes the ſame Objection, and anſwers it 
ſame manner, dittingtuiſhing: betwixt the E 
and the reſt. | md 


- 7 


1+ He oppoſoth che Elec obtaining to the ha 


ning of the reſt, and doth not hardening 
the following Teſtimonies againſt them, verſ. 
8, 9, 10. relate to eternall wrath: then muſſ 
lection alſo relate to eternall glory. Furtt 
what the hardned Jews, through their fall u 
af ; the called Gentiles, together with the E 
Jews obtaine; avd what is that? Not the 
of Canaan, out ward birth - right, or any 
outward .priviledgr, dc. but Goſpell · ſabvat 
verſ. 11. Reconciliation, verſ. 15. and ids 
the ſuggpgation of the Gentiles, the plantihg 
them Mo the Covenant of life? Many acc: 
ing to outward; adminiſtration, the , Elect 
mongſt them, by effectuall vacation : Agail 
what ſhall. be the maine of their reſtoring, vg 
25. 26. onely outward prixiledges? Nay, 
that ſtate of ſalvation by embracing the Galp 
which the Gentiles now are in, ehe Gentiles f 
neſſe herein depending upon the Jews return. f 
as theſe Scriptures wherein this cohtroverf 


expreſly handled, are clear; ſo for other Scrij 


tures, Rom. 8. 29, 30. there is the chaine of et 
nall life; whereas Election is the firk links ;- 
glory is the laſt; the intermediate, all ſuch as te 
to glory ; as here the Chaine , ſo nn 


4 


1 


ke 6f eternal! Ike, Revel, 153 and Ds 
| he. 15, and3.5, ooh of 3. 2 

has Revel. 3. 5. ſappoſeth El changeable, 
| Ln names who are enrol led way" be blor- 


. The unchangeableneſſe of Election wil 
reuter be ſully cleared; in the meane time, to 
ſevent miſtake, this is ſpoken after the manner 
emen, and futa ble to the metaphor, to blot out 
che booke of life, is no more but to deny it to 
im, or not to plead eternall life on his behalſe; 
nd ſo make manifeft,that chougb his name ſeem- 

a co be written In that Book, yet it never was a 
d iuſtance which muſt receive this ĩnterpreta- 
on, we have Mat. 13.12. Coticerning the know · 
ze of the Goſpel Myſtery. Whoſoever hath not, 

ſhall be taken, that whitch be hath, 

h & i, che which he ſetmed tb Wave, Lake 8. 19. 
if he but ſeerded to have it, and had it not, 
tan it be taken from hini? onely thus, it 
lde made manifeſt that he did but feen tc 
ave it, but had it not in truth: But to return, 
Nection is called the book of Lite z therefors 
is for eternall life; agrecable hereunto the E- 

N are likewiſe ſaid to have their names written 
deren; adde to this that which is clear in che 


ripture, that the Land of Cauaan, the. birch= 


ighr;$c. were out ward pledges of the eternalbin- 
teritance, Hed. 1 1.9, 10. and the Apoſtles diſcourſe 
1E T 5 fubje&ion to Jacob, Rom: 9. ſetting forth 
derein the difference of their ſpiriuall: tare in 
dep to eternall. life, (as a riow ſeen in 
the Apoſtles. Doctrine of Election and 
e there to reach 8 ws 4 -_ 


ly concludes 12 ; a pledge of bo 


F p ark... 6 - 
N , "= enn 
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= * — 
according to the 


of the Oracle, we have in the loſſe of the 


right prophanely. deſpiſed by him, Gen. 25. 


&c. 4+ That ĩt is of perſons; and that a ſet « 
pany and determined number fingled ou 
name in the counſell of God. 4 
1. The diſcourſe of the Apoſtle, Rom. 9 
clearly holds forth this, the ſum whereof is, 
whereas the greateſt part of the Jews refuſed: 


Goſpell to their own condemnation, a ren. 1 


embraced it unto ſalvation the ſupream gro 
of this difference was the different decre 
God, loving ſome in order to eternall liſe, 
ting others in order to eternall death, of v 
Jacob and Eſau are ſingular inftances 3 and 
vertue of this different decree , fome are 
led and carryed on to the injoyment of life: 
thers hardned unto death, agreeable to the 
mer Election, Rom. 8. 28. 29. 30. The pu 
of God pitcheth upon ſome for life in the 
Place, whence he adminiſters the whole met 
of life to them. A | | 
2. It is manifeſt by that metaphor, wherel 
frequently Election is expreſt, viz. The bog 
Life ; It is not a ſtatute book, ſetting down 
Lawes, or the way of Life ; but a Regiſter, wl 
in are enrolled the Heirs of Life, „ 
3. The following particulars concludinj 
every one apart, and all together joyntly. - 
1. That it is of the feweſt of men, if ic be 


5 
2 
ci 


of perſons, but of the way of Life; thus as {6 . | 


would have it, ( beleevers ſhall be ſaved, 
beleevers ſhall be damned, not determining 
ſhall beleeve and be ſaved, who ſhall not b 


and be dawned ;;) then js it not either of M 


* 
0 


0 
weſt or of che moſt, but eicher of all alike; or 
4. That it is of love and good pleaſure. Y 
3. Of meere love and arbitrary pleaſure ; love 
aft needs relate to perſons: So in the inſtance 
faced have I loved) meer love and arbitrary ple a- 
maſt ariſe above all different reſpe&s, either 
ent or-fore-ſeene_in- men; now there is no 
ee for this love, in caſe it be not of perſons , 
onely à decree ſetting down upon what terms 
id in what Way men ſhall be avec. 
4. That it in as for eternalFlife, ſo for all bleſ- 
ng de thereto ; for if the faith and holy. 
1 Wet! —— — any all other graces 
privile n this decree, and are 
je fruits of it; chew: Is muſt needs be, that 
is decree firſt pitchethᷣ upon the perſons, before 
be confidered as ng and holy; and 
cauſe God hath ſer them a part in love, as upon 


om he will glarifie his grace, therefore he gives 


tole graces and priviledges to them. 
5. That it is effectuall to eternall life; for then 
not the decree ſuſpended upon mans obeying 
ie call of God, and perſevering therein, but by 
ertue of this decree, he doth effectually obey , 


nd perſevere. . . get eB 85 Clo CISINI Bas 
6. Herein is the glory of Dis ine grace, that he 

akes Veſſels of honour (finds them not ſuch) 

ing afore- prepared them (in hiseternall coun- 
onto glory z It remaines therefore. that we 
Nove theſe particulars, which doe at once both. 
ufirme the former, and further open this great 
lee yfiery of Election: Therefore 5. It is of. che. 
eweſt of men; Here is one particular that mans; 


aſon'is not willing to hears of, but for his, the 
2 | is | 2 crip- 


Seripture is expreſſe, Mat. 20. 16. Firſt, i w 
pare thoſe who are outwardly called, 
who are not, we ſhall find the feweſt 
about the firſt 4000 years; how was the W 
generally over looked in point of butward 
Afis 17+ 30. v'medv's 3 Je, God was then 
ſed fo ro overlookche Children of men, 2 
to declare his will to them, or call upon the 
repent by his word or yoyce ; for ſeverall A 
ſome ſpecial} Families of Seth's line, of whor 
ab: afterward one little Nation of the Jews 
ved from Abrabam,Yſah 147.19. his People; 
two fince the time of the Goſpell, how many 
Nations (and even at this day) unto whor 
word of God is not made known ? but all 
Elect are called; for thoſe of years gent 
by an outward call (and even their Infant 
their Church ſtate, and ſæder all intereſt ha 
outward call.) All of them inwardly ſo c 
as juſtified, and in concluſion glorĩſied, 
30. Now that Gods EleAion raigns get 
amongſt thoſe that ate outwardly. callec 
themſelves and their Children; it is clear enc 


becauſe he hath appointed his Word and 8 ory 


ments the meanes of life; and generally wh 
hath choſen to the end, he hath likewiſe ch 
to the meanes, otherwiſe the meanes would 
be ſo choyce and excellent bleſſings, ſo big 
be mans the wire (ers them, fc 


then generally the Ele&be outwardly called 

amongſt ſuch as are called outwardly Sal 

takes place, and theſe are the feweſt, than 
the Elect the feweſt 3 but here is yet 7 

all the Eſect are in time inwatd wo 7 


ly and eff 
called, and onely who ate in tie ſo called a 


lied outw „ but a few thus; hence but 4 

ſaved; ſo « Tx, 4 remnant according to 

6. Ir is of love and good pleaſure, 1. atm 

Rom. 9. 13. with che 11. verſe, i, 

Sod pleaſure, Epbeſ. 1. 5, & 9. this love expreſt 

fingling out, and fore - appointing to life, of 

ſame meaning airs, Rom. 8. 29, 11. Rom. 

ich 5. the People whom he fore- knew, the 

 Wmwnant according to Election; to know in 
3 Nripture phraſe importing to embrace in love, 
ö 
| 


. 


frer ye have known God, or rather ate know I 
him, he knows (Scil.) he approves the 
of the righteous, on the contrary to the 

ieked, I know you not, ) fo 1 Pet. 1. . and 20. ſo 

Tim. 2. 19. there «cis, the Lord knows ( as 
oe whom he hath in ſpeciall manner loved, and 
jilt'upon the ſare ſoundation of life li: ' own 

poſe) who are his. 2. It is his decree of di- 
hguiſhing love, love wich choyce ſo imbracing 

jeſt as refuſing thoſe; this #633 Election holds 

h, limiting his love and good pleaſure, 
hee to ſuch as he hath in his purpoſe gachered 

jart from others; what ee Predeſtina- 

on, or rather præſinition is to ©&/9:05 purpoſe, - 
e ſame is rA Election to Gai, ivioruia ; eiqu G. 
dlove and good pleaſure, PER 

7. It is of meere love and abſolute pleaſure, 

dt upon either good Works or Faith fore-ſeen, 
lis is clear. 1. From the ninth to the Ron. ver. 

1. Where the Apoſtle makes Election the pur - 

oſe of God, as of him that calleth, and for this 

ad chat ic might abide: Now it is the effectuall 

Hol God chat gives Faith, and in this call is. 


1 
& 


.-M 
that — 


. * Gbed, 

the de are ht into the ſtate of 
principled for works in order to lifes. 
this call of God is a ſure and unmoveable fc 
tion of eternall life to the Elect, as borrc 
nothing of man, but depending wholly 
the unchangeable purpoſe of him, in whog 
no change,neither ſhadow of turning foral 
then as in our call we receiue faith, and the 
rit, and Election is of God as of him that © 
he neither fore-fees faith nor good works ir 
after · called ones, antecedently to the dece 
EleQion 3 but in bis decree of giving them, 
chat he fore-ſees them. 

2. Thoſe arguments uſed in the explicatio 
e 11th. verſe towards the latter end of ch 
rmon, to prove this generall concluſion ; 

Ong of God tan depend packs any < 
without himſelfe will here conel 

3. That diſcourſe in the ſecond Seemon, f 
almoſt the beginning to the end of that 
mon, proving that not onely comparative. 
deftination is above all different reſpe&s it 
Creature, but ſingle above all reſpe&s,and th 
concluding that not man conſidered as fal 
but conſidered as not yet Created, muſt be 
— of Predeſtination, will here likewiſe g 
clude. - - 

4. This abſolute and any pleaſure of ( 
js really and experimentally made manifeſt, 
his diſpenſations to the Children of men, (1 
did be Chaſe one Nation of the Jews to be 
onely Nation of the Covenant; and ther 
the people amongſt whom generally his ſe 
Fledion ralgned, over: looking all the Nag 
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if the world befide ? did he fore- ſee iĩndepen- 
ently upon his decree, greater inclinableneſſe to 
ich and holineſſe in them, then in all the world 
zefile 2 I think no man will be willing to owne 
ſo wild a conceit: Iam ſure Moſes tels them the 
Mcontrary, Dent. 9. 4. 5. why doth he fend the 
Goſpel! ſince the doore of faith hath been opened 
othe Gentiles, 'to ſuch a people rather then to 
other ? Is ke not therein found of thoſe that 
ought him not why did he in ſuch an age firſt 
e known the myſtery of the Goſpell, to all 
Nations for the obedience of faith, and ſo for 
life, by Jeſus Chriſt; which myſtery till that 
ime was kept ſecret from the beginning of the 
| . Id, Eom. 16. 2Js 26? what is here to be 
aaa? but even fo O Father, becauſe ſo it ſeemed 
*Meo0d in thine eyes. | | 
5. leis the Pledion of Grace, Rom. 11. 5. and 
herefore not of works, verſe the 6. if Election, 
not of works, then not of works fore- ſeen ; for 
EleQion being Gods eternall purpoſe, as former- 
bach been proved, and the Apoſtle in his whole 
— diſcourſe, difputes upon that as a granted prin- 
Fciple, there could be no other way whereby it 
might be ſuppoſed of works, then of works fore- 
een; if not of works fore-ſeen, then not of 
ich fore ſeen, becauſe faith here puts on the 
aYfature of works, as being a qualification in our 
© Welves, commending us to God by that which 
bath prevented his free gift, Hence: 
6. Upon the ſuppoſall of faith and works, or 
fach alone fore- ſeen; the do&rine of free grace 
1 wholly undermined in the foundation; no- 
bing more frequent in Scripture, then that our 
IF Call is of Grace, 2 * t & 9. Faith is the 8%. 
11 — 4 0 


un ey to "Slorying, 0 
matter of glory ng granted there be 
thing in our ſelves re it be given of Ge 1 


commend us to him 3 ) Now to what end is 
this, if we have prevented the free gift of Ge 
_ from 'all array; by | * ſeen faith ag 
works, engaging his purp Dr us? | 
7. It E > fx s 14 = He of Chriſt, 1 
head of the Elect, that God proceeds in his þ 
lection according to his abſolute and arbicn 
pleaſure 53 what reaſon can be given, other t 
meerly the abſolute will and good pleaſure 
God, that the man Chriſt, conceived of the 
of David; a mortall man, ſhould in the wot 
be made the head of the Angels, the onely beg 
ten Son of God, che Image and. glory of the | 
ther; the light, righteouſnefle, and life of 
world? Can any man make himſelfe believe the 
could be any thing fore · ſeen in the humane naty 
of Chriſt to more the Lord thus to purpoſe ca 
cerning him In the Churches head ſaith S. Auf 
we have a moſt clear evidence of moſt free Ele 
on; that it is thus of meer love and arbit 
leaſure, not of faith or works fore · ſeen, is 
urther manifeſt by the next main particular. 
8. Gad in his purpoſe of Election decrees? 
life, ſo all ſpirituall bleſſings making for life, M 
be freely given us in Chriſt, Rom. 8. 29. 30. th 
the whole method of ſalvation is derived fro 
Election. Epbe. 1. 3. 4,5 · we are bleſſed with 
ſpiricuall bleſſings according to Election the foul 
dation of all: and of the giving of Chriſt, 
whom we receive all, chence our holineſſe, veri⸗ 
our adoption verſe 5, our redemption, the & 
++ . 11 „„ 


# 


ada 


trenefſe of our firs, verſ. 7. the diſcovery of the 9 
zolpell myſtery, vel. 9. our title to eternall life, | 

11. the word there uſed t:aups2nper weare 

en by lot, or have our lot aſſined us, further 

inting to us, how little the will of man hath 

re to doe. * 

Object. We are Elecled in Cbriſt, but we are no 
berwiſe in Chriſt then by faith ( Ergo) onr faith 
ſeen in cauſe of our EleGions | 12 

Anſ. 1. We ſhall give the true meaning; we ar 

lected in Chtiſt, chat is, we are Elected to re- 
ive in him united to him as the members to the 
zead, all bleſſings prepared for us in our Eletti- 
n 3 Chriſt is not the motive of Gods decree,but 
ie meanes of - accompliſhing it: Thus the Apo- 
ile, 1 The}. 5. 9. 2. We ſhall confirme it, that it 

nuſt be ſo underſtood. | 
1. Chriſt himſelfe is ordained the mediatour of 
belthe new Covenant by vertue of Election, Rem. 
W416. The Apoſtle there ſhews that God in con- 
triving the Covenant of grace, whereof Chrift is 
che head and mediatour, had a ſpeciall eye to the 
ei Elect ſeed 3 chat ſeed to whom, to all whom the 
Covenant ſhall be ſure for life : Chriſt was nos 
then the motive to Gods decree, but for their 
Takes to whom he had decreed life, did he ordain 
Wl Chriſt a mediatour, and in his hand the Cove» 
9% nant of Grace. 
2. Faith whereby we might be conceived to be 
ſented to the decreeing eye of God as in 
hay Chriſt, is given us by vertue of Election, there- 
ore no otherwiſe fore - ſeen in us then in that de- 
cree; whereby God hath determined to give ĩt us, 
Als 13. 48. Jobn 10. verſ. 26. 27+ becauſe they 
are Chriſts ſheep, they here his voyce and believe, 
„ 2 in 


44 


in their effectuall Call; therefore his ſheep 
fore their call; that is according to Elettic 
whence it proceeds originally that they heare 
his call : Hence Tit. 1, 1+ The faith of G 
EleR yas faith, ſo holineſſe, or whatſoever m 
be imagined to commend us to God, 

1. All depending upon faith, therefore if fa 
be not przvious to the decree, neither is hol ine 
2. We have ſeen before our holineſſe deper 
upon our Predeſtination thereto» = 

3. Otherwiſe we rather chuſe God in Chrik, 
then God us, Fobn 15. 16. 
4+ Then were Election of works contrary 
exprefly to Rom. g. 11. Hence we learne the tr 
meaning of thoſe Texts of Scripture, 2 Theſſalom 
ens 2. 13. and 1 Pet. 1. 2. in both which it is (ai 
we are choſen in ſanQification of the Spirit ( 
ſo it is in the Ociginall) &c. that is, we are cho 
ſen that by the ſan&ification of the Spirit, Ut 
(to which ſan&ification we are likewiſe choſe 
we might obtaine glory: from this particulay 
then thus concluded it is further manifeſt, boi 
_ Election is of perſons, and that it is abſs 
.. | 'S 
9. As itis for life, and all bleſſings making ft 
life, ſo it is effectuall unto life, not one, nor othe 
of Gods Ele ſhall ever finally miſcarry , but i 
onely they,ſo every one of them ſhall moſt certain 
ly have life. 22,1; If 
1. The parpot of Ele&ion is firm, unchang 
able, irrevocable, 2 Tim. 2. 19. and Rom. 9. 14 
that it may abide, therefore hath it ſo unmoves 
able a foundation, the will of God alone, Heb 
6. 17. 1 du Tis g, The immutability 
of. his counſe!l, that which can gever be ethers 


- 


wile ' as the word Import-. 

y vertue of Election, they are moll cer- 
— preſerved againſt all temptations, that 
though in themſelyes before their call they be 
children of wrath for their preſent tate , after 
their call through weakneſſe and remaining cor- 
ruptions, they might a thouſand times miſ car- 
ry: yet by vertue of Gods unchangeable Eleſtion · 
1. They ſhall every one of them in due time 
be called effectually. 2. They ſhall be upheld af- 
ter their call againft all temptations, and ſurely 
brought to glory. 

1. They chat ſhall be every one of chem eh 
ſectuall 2 called, befides what is clearly confirmed 

by thoſe Scriptures which were brought to prove 
the eighth particular; we ſhall adde a further 
Y teſtimony or two, Jebn6. 37.38.39. 40. where we 
may obſerve; x. That it is from the gift,of the 
= Father originally, that we are delivered unto the 
care and cuſtody of Chriſt; we are the F — 
by Election, before we be Chrifts by r 
on, and therefore not choſen becauſe fore- — 
as redeemed by Chriſt, and applying by faith his 
redemption ; but becauſe choſen „ therefore gi- 
ven into the hands of Chriſt, that by him we 
might be redeemed. 

2. That every one of the Elect as they are g- 

yen of the Father , ſo they ſhall certainely come 
to Chriſt ; there is their effetuall Call ; not one- 
ly ſhall hey have a power to come, bat actually 
they ſhall come. 
3 · That every one of them thus comming ſhall 
certainely have life; all this verſ- 32. which i 
further confirmed, 38. 39, 40. So in the 44. and 
45: verſes, there are th le conclofions = 


1. No. 


1. No man can come to Chriſt, but he th 
drawn of the Father. A 10 w 
2. Whoſoever is drawn comes. | 
3. Whoſoever being drawn comes, ſhall ha 
eternall life; theſe in the 44 · verſe, the promi 
in the latter end of the verſe (I will raiſe him i 
at the laſt day) neceſſarily ſuppoſing that hy 
that is drawn comes, which is farther confirmel 
and cleared in the 45. verſe, where the drawing 
the Father is interpreted his teaching, where two 
things are affirmed. 
1. That they ſhall all ( viz) all that the Fa 
ther hath given to Chriſt, be taught of Gd. 
2+ This teaching of his is ſuch an heart · tea 
ching, that every man that hath been thus taught 
of the Father comes : Hence it is manifeſt ; | 
1. That the Ele& have an effectuall, and cherfore 
a peculjar teaching of the Father, there is not one 
common aide to all, uponwhich they are left to 
defference themſelves who have received it 4 
whoſoever partakes in this teaching he doth 
come, all come not, therefore all have not beent 
thus taught; hence Auſtin, If every one which 
hath been taught comes, then muſt it needs be; 
that he that comes not, hath not beene taught 
- * Lib. de. Againe, * what is that? Every one that hath heard 
F. _ , and learned of the Father comes to me; but chi 
Juen there is none which heares and learnes of thi 
Father but he comes to me; for if every one which 
hath heard of the Father and learned, comes cer- 
' tainly; whoſoever comes not, hath not heard of 
the Father and learned; for had he heard and 
2 he had come. 1 Ks Fe e gti 
2. That as they are by divine teachings effeRi | 
ally cal'd, io they doe finally perſevere, ande 
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one of them obtaine life, they are ſo drawn of the 
Father and fo taught by him, as they are raiſed 
up at the laſt laſt day, and that unto gloryas is 
manifeſt, in that this raiſing is a fruit of the Fa- 
thers drawing to Chriſt, and by comparing verſ. 
44+ with 39. and 40, | 

3. It is here further manifeſt, that onely the 
Elect to whom it is given to come, have the power 


eto come to Chriſt, vhoſoever come not, have not 

wolf the power of comming, 

all No man can come except be be drawne of the Father, 
| be that is drawne doto come; whence the diſcourſe 

ea · Hes clear, all that are drawne come, all that have 

ht power are drawne; therefare all that bave power 
| come „ but all came not, therefore all. have not 

ore power, onely the Eleꝭ (viz.) thoſe that are given 

"ne of the Father to Obriſt come, therefore they onely 

to bave the power of comming · 

t; 


As for the Objection Fobn 17. 12. ĩt is too light, 
they would argue thence that ſome given of the 
4 to Chriſt, according to Election may pe- 
riſh. - 

1. It is contrary to verſ. 2. of this 17. Chapter, 
and to Fob, 6. 37, &c. as formerly we have ſeen, 

2. The form of ſpeech there uſed, will not in- 
fer neceffarily that he was goes of the Father; 
ſometimes ſuch a forme of ſpeech is-uſed in ſound 
exceptive from the propoſition fore-going , but 
in the true meaning exclufiye of it, ſo Matthew 12. 
4. It was not lawfull for David and thoſe- that 
were with him, except ( onely the Prieſts 


to eat the Shew-bread, this ſonnds as though 


ſome of Davids company were Prieſts 3 che mean- 
EN: ing 


K. 
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ning is, it was not lawful for any of them in 
dinary caſe; becauſe there were no Prieſts to 
of that bread ſo here, none that the Father hat 
given to Chrift ſhall periſh, except Judas the fo 
of perdition : The meaning according to f 
former inſtance may very well be, that whereg 
the other Apoſtles becauſe given of the Fathe 
ſhall ſurely be kept to eternall life, Judas as ne 
being one of thoſe that were ſo given; is a loſt 
man- | BA O36 52 „ 
3. Grant him given of the Father, yet ĩs it to 
be underſtood of another giving, then that 
which is according to eternall Ele&ion. i 
1. He is given in regard of outward Rate, 
az all are that are outwardly called, and makeF, 
profeſſion of Chrift, though few of thoſe bee 
choſen. Fg > e237 _ 
2. In regard of Apoſtolicall Function, in 
which ſenſe he is faid likewiſe to be choſen, 
Fobn 6. 70. but for that giving, wherein is laid 
the foundation of eternall life formerly ſpoken: 
of, had he been fo given to Chriſt, he had nevef 
departed from him, John 2.1. 19. and when Chri 
ſpeakes of that Election he expreſly (huts out 7 
dae, Fobn 13. 18. F : | 
Hitherto that all the Elec ſhall in time be ef- fe 
n called. | | + 2 
2. They ſhall be upheld after their call againſt 
all remptations, ſo as they ſhall certainely perſes 
vere in the grace of their call untoeternall liſe? NI 
Theſe Scriptures which prove their call, doe like“ I he⸗ 
wiſe con firme their certaine obtaining of eters I ker 
nall life, as we have ſeen in the opening themʒ adds f an. 
to them, 2 Tim. 2. 19. and Mat. 24. 24. and R] 
13. 8. and Red. 17. 8. and Rev. 20. 15. and Rom. KR 
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ſure foundatioꝑ of N erance 
in grace received unto life is laid in Election, ſo 

not any one of Gods Ele ſhall ever fall ſhore 
of life 3 it was with ſpeciall eye to the Ele& that 
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ce Covenant of Grace was ordained, and fo 


ontrived, that by that Covenant life might be 
fare to them, Rom. 4. 16. 2 
Before we paſſe to the tenth and laſt particular, 


om the Doctrine of Election hitherto op 
ve may take notice of tuo or three mii ſhapen 


Monſters nouriſhed in the Arminian Doctrine. 
1. The uncertainety of called mans fpiricuall 


and finall condition. 


Y Gods fore · knowledge thereof. 


2. The uncertainety, or rather impoſbbilicy of 


3. Temporary Election and Reprobation. 
1. For the firſt: It being inconſiſtent with 
de liberty of mans will, (according to their 


Do dine, ) that God ſhould in the call of a ſinner 
determine his wil by the work of the holy Ghoſt, 
oss that it cannot come to paſſe but the finner 


ſhall obey his call: And for — the 
race of his call, the liberty of mans will requires 
ay they) that when God hath done all that he 


a doth for any, yet may man for the iſſue not per- 


nn 
ee. 
2 
b 


ſevere, Hence .it muſt needs follow, that all is ac 


Imeere peradventure, whether any one of all the 


ſonnes and daughters of men ſhould be ſaved or 
not? whether ever there ſhould have beene any 


I Millitan Church upon earth, or Triumphant in 
I beaven, or not? whether Chriſt ſhould have ta- 


re 
de and ſuffered all in vain, or not ? 


| L a 
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ken our nature upon him; his offices, have done 


2. For the ſecond: For as much as mans con- 
| | dition 


, and 


e gr ved 

not low that God ſhall by 
ly determine how chis or tha ciman al 0 1 
wil, and they require it as a eſſentlal tothe lik | 
of mans will, chat he may as to che event; 
brace or -refaſe the motions of Gods Spi 
whether in his call; or after it; how can ig 
that what is no way certaine to be, as having 
certaine foundation neither in God nor may | 
be certainly fore-known, the certain fore. | 
ledge of that which is no way certaine and 
termined, involving a contradiction? Hence 
are wont to decline this argument of Gods fg 
knowledge, and ſometimes ſome of them 
not to den it. 

3. Fer the third: "Hancee Ln follow; 


the Election of a 7 £ per cannot be till the 


moment of life; reprobatĩen of any per 
not till the time of obſtinacy in ſinne; ſor tf 


make faith and finall perſeverance therein , i 


irate to election; —— and obſtinacy in fin 
ſubſtrate to reprobation : Now chis muſt be 
cher actuall, or in the fore- knowledge of Gt 
but in the fore-knowledge of God it cannot i 
according to the Doctrine, as we hut now x 
ved z therefore it muſt be aQuall; and fo eleci 
and reprehation not eternall, but in time; 
ſore na decrees or immanent acts of God. E 
they ſpeake ſometimes not much incong 
to this reſult of their Doctrine; Arminius 
us of an externall'a& of reprobstion, and 
hear * his followers, and choſo of g 


afting 3 chat it is revocable, that men ſometinics 
f Ele& become teprobate, and of reprobate - 
ct, Kc. What portetits of opinion thefe ate ; 


Ondlia credibile eff rittu rutteſſe trifautt © 
" ' Cerberon & ſtygii monſtra tremenda lac : 


tue former Doctrine with cleare evidence 6f 
ture; truth harh already manifeſted, Here is 
he tenth particular. : 
io. To the praiſe of his glorious grace ot to tlie 
Praiſe of the glory of his grace, Epb. 1.5. 
There are four things in the decree of Election 
—Mnaking much for che glory of his grace. 
1. that ĩt is to ſuch great blelfings in Chrift, the 
reateſt of bleſſings; and the foundation of the teſt 
0. 1. bs 5.6. n . 
2. Thar i. is ſo effectuall thereunto as, in the 


of, Row, 9; 22623; there i 


nothing more raviſhing the heart of a bel 
whether here or in heaven, then this confidi 

on, Why did God ſet bis love upon me, and chu 

unto life refuſing ſo many others. | 
| ey that pretend much to the adyz 

ment of free grace, are for vniverſall grace, 
verſall redemption, and ſuch an election (org 
lection rather) as may ftand therewith, betri 
little ignorance (how wiſe ſoever they ſeem # 
their own eyes) of the grace of God indeed, ul 8 


the true arguments of his glory arifing from 
grace. | 
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J THE FOURTH 
S ERM ON: 


R om. 11. 7. 
1 But the reſt were hardned. * 


4 


E now come to the decree of Repros 


7 v0 \ 9 
*. 5 bation; 
| \ / # 


N 1. For the word, oppoſite to E- 
NAS letion J 41. 9. 4 
2. For the ching it may be ga- 

f thered partly from the precedent 
Yottrine of Election, partly from expreſſe Scrip- 
re concerning it. 4h 
lc is che eternall decree of God, whereby lie 
ech, meerly becauſe he would, hated the reſt of 
en, (the ſame is true of the Angels, but wee 
Nonfine our diſcourſe to man) befides his Elect, fo 
to appoĩint them; to diſhonour and deſtruction 
or eyer by ſinne, for the glory partly of his ſoye- 

F'igne power over man, partly of his revenging 

*Wtice upon petiſhing finners ; and laſtly of the 

hes of his mercy upon his chofen and faved 


; ay mw 
= F 2 This 


| e 
This deſcription will be clearly made goon ie 
the particulars of it, by looking backe into MPrde 
former diſcourſe, that we ſhall not need to be lo® 5 
upon it. | 2 III 
8 That there is in God a decrte oppoſitt n 
the eternall decree of Election, is manifeſt, R Th 
11. as hath by a threefold argument been pro 
in opening that Verſe in the firſt Sermon, ali?" 
wiſe by opefiing the 14. 15 , 16, 17, 18. Verſe a 
the beginning of the ſecond Sermon, and th l . 
cond Obſervation upon them. (I muſt here, ¶ 
divers times hereafter in this diſcourſe of Re 
bation, refer the Reader to what hath been 


* - 


2. That it is his decree of hatred c 1 we 
oppoſed to electing love is manifeſt,' Nm | 
that it is ſuch an hatered, as refers to the excl” 
out of the Covenant of life, and to eternall d 
is there proved in handling the third inſtanc 
on Ver. 10. 11, 12,13. joyntly in the firſt Ser 
as likewiſe in the third Sermon almoſt at the 
ginning, in bandling the third particular, 
Election is foreternall life : The proofe 
carrying along with ic the proofe of thi 
that Reprobation is for eternall death. Bu 
our more diſtin& apprehenſion, we have 
three things to conſider. | | | 
1. Wherein this hatred conſiſts, 
2. Who are the objects of ic. 
3- What is the ground of it. 1 
For the firſt, it conſiſts in two things: 14 
decree of permitting ſinne, in order to hard 


breed confuſion in the 8 9 * 5 


it: 2. The deree of hardning in finne, in 
der to condemnation for it; or rather in the 
ecree of God for two things. Firſt, for per- 
Miuirting of fiance, in order to hardning in it: And 
F:condlys for hardaing in finne, in order to con- 
lem tion for it. 
That God decrees the being of finne in the 
zorld, hath been proved by diverſe arguments 
yards the end of the ſecond Sermon, and 
bat it be by his permiſſion, without which it 
Fould not be. Now further, for the Reprobate 
he decrees the permitting of it in order to hard- 
ng, and their hardning in it in order to their 
ondemnation : Hence the method whereby the 
Reprobates are carryed on to condemnation, 
Which is according to the decree of God oppc- 
iteto Election, is by hardning, Rem. 9. 18. (He 
ill have mercy on whom he will have mercy) 
coking back-wards to his love of Jaceb, and 
ore-ward to the honour, verſe 21. and glory, 
3. of the veſſels of mercy prepared thereunto, 
thoſe on whom he would make knowne the 
iches of his glory. (And whome he will , he 
ardens) looking bac -wards likewiſe to his 
atred of Eſau, and fore-ward to the diſhonour 
(v. 21.) his wrath and power againft, v. 22. 
ee veſſels of wrath fitted for deſtruction, which 
a buſing the long · ſuffering of God towards 
of the , they in the end incur, ſo Rom. 11. 7. The 
"MElefion bath obtained it, the reſt were bardned. 
By divine permiſſion, then to fall into fin is 
ommon to the Ele& with the Reprobate , and 
hat both in Adam and themſelves, but with dif- 
„ent aime on Gods F. and different fruit or 
1 3 iſſue 
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iſſue on mans, by the fins of the Elec, wi 
made tor their Redemption by Chriſt; by 
ſins of the Reprobate, way is made for tlie 
nall hardning in fin, and fo for eternal! 'deat 
that as the laye of God tothe Ele& is exprei..q 
1. In their effectuall call. 2. In their finall pay; 
ſeverance 3. ſo his hatred to the Reprob 
1. Ia leaving them to their fins, 2. In finall hg 
ning in fin, For further clearing this point 
hand, let us refolve one queſtion. _ 
Q. What ii it to barden in ſin ? . 
Auſw. It ĩs the exerciſe of righteous judgemay 
by God upon finners ; whereby he: gives chal 
over ſo fully to the power of their one luſt, 
to the dominion of Satan, that they are 
longer. capable of ſpirituall good, but on 
contrary, not onely by all temptation to fir 
but by the molt powerfull meanes againſt fi 
they (hall grow worſe and worſe. ag 
We read of a two-fold hardning, one be 
ling the Diſciples of Chriſt ; Mark 6. 52. this 
preſſech ic ſelfe in ſottiſhneſſe, oppoſite to due! 
prehenſion, & cu xev, they underſtood not, cl 
cerning the loaves, the other particular ta the 
probate, expreſſing it ſelfe in ſtubbornneſſe, 
poſite to due ſubmiſſion; thus Pharaoh as yet 
alteſt thou thy ſelfe againſt me? Exod, 9. 17. It 
this that we here ſpeak unto, 4 
Concerning theſe three things. 4 
1. Whatis the ſtate of a finner thus hardned 
It is this, he is no longer capable of ſpirirualit 
good, &c. So with Pharaoh, whom the Apoſtles 
ſanceth as an example of Reprcbation , ' he' kl 
grew worſe and worſe by all the great — 0 


7 
v * 
* 


od before him, and upon him, after every new 
plague his heart hardned anew, Exod. 7. 2. 3. 4. 

"Shen the Magitians were forced to confeſſe the 

power of God againſt them; Mill his heart hard- 

Wed E#od,8. 19. ſo the Reprobate Jews, IIa. 6. 

. 10. with Mat. 13. v. 14. 15. their hardneſſe of 
heart went on againſt all that they heard and 
aw in the word and works of God by the 
Prophet, by Chrift himſelfe, and his Apoſtles, 

Wocciſhnefſe and ſtubbornneſſe, both prevailing in 

chem. 7 | 

2. What is Gods way of hardning the Re- 
xrobate ? he gives them over ſo fully, &c. as it 
zin the deſcription ; here are two particulars 

"Welpecially to be taken notice of. 

Vu 1. He gives them over fully to the power of 
heir luſts, and this he doth by with- holding 
hoſe works of his ſpirit, for enlightning , con- 
incing, awing, inclining , which formerly he 

afforded : There is a time when even the Repro- 

MWoates (many of them are in regard of meanes 

offorded, and the workes of Gods ſpirit upon 
chem, by the meanes, in a faire way for life, but 
they abufing that light and thoſe motions of 
che Spirit; the Lord with: holds thoſe works of 

bis, no longer reſtraining them as formerly , 

but ſuffering them to run head-long into all 

"FJ vickedneffe wholly byaſſed by their luſts; hence 

God is ſaid to harden them Toby 12. 40. refer- 
ey ring to that of Eſau 6. 9. 10. he thus giving 
wy them over, and they are ſaid to harden them- 
wy felves, Mat. 13. 15. (their eyes have they clo» 
wi ted, compare the Context) they given over 
increafing in flubbornneſſe againſt che Lord; fo 

* E4 in 

| 


* d ; ſeven, Gl 00 
hk CEN have, 
ves them oyer to che dominion af 

N they have choſen rather ta 
hen od ) as the inſtrument of his wratl 

them more, to ſmite them with furt 
; bardnefſeof heart, to infuſe into them, and 
up in them more enmity againſt God, t 
2 Theſ. 2-10, 11, 13. God gives over Fry 
received not the love of the truth, &c. tog 
effectuall deluſions of Satan, with certaine I 

at their damnation, thus 1 Saw. 16, 14. and) 
d. and 19.9. there is anevill ſpirit - from 
Lors ſtirring up Faul to rage and murder, 
evill ſpirit, thererefore the Devill, from the] 4 
therefore he had commiſſion from God ( as 
lying ſpirit in the moaths of Ababs Proph 
had ) and Saul was given up of God, to the 
fectuall working and dominion of that e 
Hut: 

The Lord as the ſupream mover acts tl 
thus deſtitute of his grace, and wrought up 
by Satan; hence the Lord is ſaid to harder 
fatten, to ſtrengthen, to turn the heart ot 
Reprobate unto evill; ſo for turning th 
hearts, Pal. 105. 25. (of the worke of Gt 
upon the wills of men, moving them when the 
move finfully, he himſelſe free from their finn 
ſee more ful y in anſwer to the firſt Objection 
the laſt or fixth Sermon. 

4+ The ground of this hardning worke, it 
ther former finnes; therefore we fay it x 
exerciſe of the Lords rightcous judgement u | 


— . 


a3 . $ 


n finners when he hardens, tho 


h the decree 
of permitting fin in order to 5 and of 
jardning in order to condemnation, ' riſeth a- 
ore fin either acted or fore-ſeen as that which 
call be, the Lord in this decree of his ſeeing 
„ What it (hall be as formerly hath beene proved; 
et the execution of this decree is hardning , 
ver followes finne committed, ſo 2 Tbeſ. 2. be- 
cauſe they received not the love of the truth, 
* chere was there ſin, God gave them up, &c. there 
heir judgement, ſo Rom. 1. 24. 26, Thus have we 
een wherein this hatred conſiſts, further clear- 
ing up to us, that ſuch a decree there is, and 
thus, and in this method doe we underftand that 
which is expreſt in the deſcription , that God 
appoints the Reprobate to diſhonour and de- 
firution for ever by fin. Hence they are called 
veſſels for diſhonour and of wrath, fitted to 
deſtruction, Rom. 9.21. 22. Hence the Apoſtle tels 
aus by clear infinuation, that ſome are appointed 
Jo wrath, 2 The]. 5. 9. ſpeaking of it as the great 
| happinefle of himſelfe and the Saints there, that 
God had not appointed them to wrath ; ſome 
he had appointed thereto, hence Jude 4. Cer- 
dine men fore-ordained , or fore-written to 
all that — : as Election is the book of life, 
08 {o Reprobation of death, the names of the Re- 
ey probate there Regiſtred for deſtruction, in vaine 
nat is objected that fore-writing there is nothing 
bur Enoch fore-propheſying, verſ. 14. For 
1. How doth it appeare that Enoch: Propheſie 
Was written ? 
2. In that they in Saint Fudes time were by E- 
A prophefied ſo many ages before, it 1 
1 * mani - 


* 
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. 04). | 
manifeſt they were ſo many ages before ord 
ed to judgement, and if ſo many ages before, t 
from all eternity; there being no imagina 
reaſon why in that age God ſhould firſt deg 
it, ſetting aſide that all the decrees of God 
eternall, and that his love of Election, and 
tred of Reprobation are not at all of wo 
done or fore · ſeen. Hence 1 Pet.. 2. 8. The 
are certaine men appointed formerly, or 5 
(iz) to ſtumble at the Goſpell, difot 
dient thereto, hence Proy 16. 4. the wick 
are made for the day of evill; God in the 
ation of man; hath the condemnation of 8 


Reprobate for his owne glory in his eye, thenffl * 


fore are they veſſels deſigned to diſhonour at 
deſtruction when the Lord formes them, R 
9. 20, 21, 22. Hithereo that there is ſacha« 

cree of hatred in God concerning the Reprobats, 
and wherein it confiſts. Now ; 


2. For the Object of this hatred, who are ach 


Reprobates here ſpoken of? 
Anſw. All but the Elect. p 

1, The Election hath obtained (faith t 
Apoſtle) but the reſt were hardned, ſpeaking 0 
the Jews; but in his following diſcourſe he d- 
vides the whole world into thefe two rankes, ft 
hath been formerly obſerved, in the ſecond Set 
mon, the fecond obſervation upon the Context, 
from the 14. to the 19. verſe of the ninth to the 
Roman. | * 
2. Foraſmuch as he hath choſen ſome; and bu 
ſome to life; either he hath determined all tlie ref 
to death, or elſe there are ſome men on whom 
the Lard hath paſt no certaine W 
el 


1 


w. 
G 


either for life or death; not for life, then he hall 
choſen them, not for death as in here purpoſed. 
Then 1. He determines not how he will be final- 
ly gloritied by them. 2. Nor what ſhall be their 
nll ſtate. 3. Nor what their way and courſe 
(hall be in this life , but this is to make voide a 
great part of his providence; then by the ſame 
reaſon the like may be affirmed of the Angels, 


* and ſo the Kingdome of his providence ſtill 


more ſtrengthened, and he in effect denyed the 
Univerall and ſupream Ruler. | 


3. The decree of Reprobation for ſome hath 


| a been already proved, and there being no reaſon 
ny where hinted. in the Scriptures, nor eafily 


imaginable why ſome of the non-Ele& ſhould 
be Reprobate, and not all; It muſt needs be 
granted of all, | 

4. Foraſmuch as in Election, life and all bleſ- 
fings for life are prepared, and all depends upon 


7 Election that makes for glory, and all men in the 
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concluſion are ſaved or damned; hence ĩt muſt 
needs be that all but Elect are Reprobates, ſo Rev. 
20. 15. the condemnation of all thoſe that periſh 
at the day of judgement is ultimately derived 
from their non · Election; whence ic js manifeſt 
that upon Election depends eternall life original - 
ly. We may therefore ſay of all but the Elect, as 
it is, Heb. 1. 12. O Lord thou baſt ordained them for 
jndgement; and O mighty God thou haſt Pe 
fir corre&ion. But we ſhabnot need further to ĩnfiſt 
upon this, there being very few, if any, who grant 
the Reprobation of fome, but they grant it like- 
wiſe of all but the Ele&. 

3. For the ground of this hatred, why doth 
God decree to permit the reſt of men — or 

| e 
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Elect to fihne, with certaine aime at their hi 
ning in fin, and to harden them in finne, 
certain aime at their condemnation for fin ? 
There is no ground. at all but hisow 
will for his owne glory: therefore we ſay 
hath hated meerly becauſe he would; fer th 
the Apoſtle is clear, Rom, 9, | 
1. Expreſly removing all workes of man, . 
28 to aſcribe all to the purpoſe of God, v. 11: 
2. Expreſly reſolving the difference betwiy 
the Ele& and Repobate meerly into the will 
God, verſ. 15. to 24- The fuller clearing of thi 
Scripture, making good the matter in hat 
; ſee in the firſt Sermon, beginning at the 11. K 
of this ninth to the Rom. thence to the end 
the ſecond Sermon, where we ſhall finde 
the 11. verſe, 1 
1. Three arguments to prove that the parpol 
of God muſt be wholly of ic ſelſe, : 
2. The Apoſtles whole diſcourſe both in u 
fing and refuting Objections from verſe 14. uf 
verſe 22. clearly praving it, | 
Hitherto that Reprobation is Gods eternall c 
cree, that it is the decree of hatred, that it is 
decree for permitting to fin, with certain aime 4 
hardning in fin, for hardning in finne with ce 
taine aime at condemnation for fin, that the c 4 
je& of this decree is all to a man, beſides t 
Ele&. | | 1 
Now followes the end of it, his owne glory, 
1. In his ſoveraigne power over man. 4 
2. In his revenging juſtice upon periſhing fix 
ners. | 
3- In the riches of his mercy upon his che 


"That the glory of God is the end of all, that 
ne is all manner of wayes in all his attributes to 
be glorified 3 that whatſoever his wiſedome di- 
Rates to be for his glory muſt be brought to 
4 e: ſee towards the end of the ſecond Sermon, 
"Y where we have ſpoken to the ſecond part of the 
ö Apoſtles anſwer, Rom. 9. 22. 123. 
Now theſe attributes, the glorifying where- 


of the Lord had in his eye, eſpecially in the de- 


eree of Reprobation : Are 
1. His ſoveraigne power over man, conſider- 
Jed neither as pure, nor impure, but not as yet 
created ; his decree ordaining the reſt but the 
KElect, unto ſinne, and deſtruction by ſinne, Rom. 9. 
20. 21. And this is more fully diſcourſed, and 
A think) clearely proved in the ſecond Sermon, 
beginning towards the beginning of the Ser- 


mon, at the fifth obſervation there, continuing 


to the end of the Apoſtles plea for Gods ab- 
ſolute power, and the opening of that plea, verſe 
10. 21. It is likewiſe further cleared in this Ser- 
mon where this hatred of God is opened, that 
which we have but now been upon. 
2. His juſt wrath, or revenging juſtice upon 
periſhing ſinners, together with his power or 
might for their deſtruction, verſe 22. where we 
may obſerve. 
1. The power mentioned in this verſe, is his 7? 

Nav that is, his might for execution of his 
judgement upon the. Reprobates to their de- 
ſtruction; the power mentioned verſe 21. is 
his iN that is right or authority; this refer- 
ring to the Creation of Man, God hath right 
to Create man to what finall ſtate he pleaſeth F 

an 


and accordingly to order him thereto , that ll 
the condemnation of ſinſull man. A $> 
2. The Reprobates are veſſels of wrath fitt $5 
or prepared for deſtruction, which neither ons 
ly or mainly relates to themſelves, as corrupt 
ing themſelves, and ſo bringing damnation up 
on themſelves, though it be true that fo they dot 
but it primarily refers to God and his aimei © 
their Creation, as it is manifeſt both by the Me. o 
taphor : The Potter prepares or fits the Veſſel 
of diſhonour for it's diſhonourable uſe, and by thei — 
former diſcourſe, agreeable to the Scripture « 
ther- where, Prov. 16. 4. he hath made the wick 
man for the day of evill; in his decree of Cre 
ation, then he had his finall deſtruction in his 
and therefore whatſoever fhould make fot 
it, ſo Pet 2. 8. and Jude 4. | 
3- His mercy towards his Elect, verſe 23. th 


f 


hath been formerly ſpoken to, at the end of t 
third Sermon, upon that part of the deſcriptio 
of Election, to the praiſe of his glorious grace 
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Aving laid downe the po- 
| fitive doctrine of Repro- 
(BY) bation , we come now to 
=> anſwer Objections. | 

1. Expreſſe texts of Scrip⸗ 
7 ture. 

2, Other arguments fa- 
ſtening in the Adverſaries 
2 opinion , great abſurdities 
upon the Former Doctrine. 

1, For the Texts of Scripture, they are main- 
Ih theſe, wherein there is as much ſeemingly 
for them, as in all other texts of Scripture, 1 Tim. 
2. 44 Where it is ſaid, God wils the ſalvation of 
E all men, and that they ſhould come to the know- 
edge of the truth, 2. Pet. 3. 9. where it is af- / 
firmed that God is not willing that any ſhould 
eriſh, but that all ſhould come to * 
| N 
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: Ezthe 33. 11. where the Lord a rmes witl 


the wicked, but that the wicked turne ftom 
way and live, Ezck. 18. 23. the Lord hath 
pleaſure at all that the wicked ſhould dye, 1 
verſe 32. he hath no pleaſure in the death of bill nil 
that dyes : Theſe Scriptures they are wont - 
hemently to urge and edge, the Lord-ſay wy 0 
here declares himſc!fe politively, he wils al 
be ſaved : negatively, not willing that any (he | 
. periſh; further; that they might be ſaved; a 
wils their ſaving knowledge, and repentanc A * 
having no pleaſure; no none at all in the de 
of a finner , no not of him that dyes, but 
contrary that he turn and live; and for this 1 
Lord engageth his owne life; ".... _— 
Far Anſwer, SE | 
1. We muſt give generall anſwers to tl 2 
Scriptures wreſted by them joyntly : 7 
2. Particular anſwers to them ſeverally. Ii 
Anſw. 1. Conſider on the other hand wil 
hath been formerly cleared by Scripture : . 
ſome the Lord hates in order to condemnati 
this hatred, his decree, for permirting fin in; 
der to hardning , for hardning in finne in 0 
to condemnation z this decree ariſing above Mop: 
reſpects of fin in man, though not without IF 
2 of ſin in him: that as the Potter of I 
ame lamp, makes ſome Veſſels to honour, fo 
to diſhon our; ſo the Lord out of man. kinde 
qually repreſented to his decree, not as 
Created, fits ſome for glory as veſſels of mere 
others for deſtruction as vefſels of wrath , thy, 
the different decrees of Election and R i 
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oath, that he hath no pleaſure in the death * 
r 
lc 
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ation, are the originall ground of that dif- 
rence which is found in the ſpirituall and eters 
ull ſtate of men, (the Election hath obtained, 
reſt were. hardned) That ln both theſe the 
ll of God raignes 3] will have mercy on whom 
will have mercy, and whom Iwill, I harden 
t ſome were of old ordained, ſore · written 
o this condemnatiun, Jude 4. that as God 
th made all things for himſelſe, ſo the wicked 
for the day of evill, Prov. 16. 4. that ſome 
pointed ar ſet to Rumble at Chriſt, and 
is word, diſobedient thereto, 1 Pet. 2. 8. and 
appaſed to the Elect or choſen people; 


We muſt ſo joterpret: the Scripture as it may 
d with it f(elfe 3 and therefore ſo the former 
-% of Scripture, as that we: Qverthrow not 


and the main truths held forth in then. 
2. By diſtinction of the will of Gd. 
The will of God is taken two wayes, ſome - 
imes for his decreeing will, or will of intenti. 
n; ſometimes for his declaring will, or will of 
Iminiftration. | 
1. His Decreeing wil determines what (ball, ot 
hall not be, of this Pſal. 115. 3- and Rom. 9, 19. 
hatſoever he wils by this, is certainely brought 
o paſſe; whatſoever" is not brought to paſſe , it 
*W moſt certaine he thus will'd it not; for this will 
bis cannot be fruſtrate, as the Pſalmiſt afs 
nes, and the Apoſtle grants; for this will, all 
ie moſt croſſe wils of men and Devils to his, 20 4 
AFommands, fulfill it. * TO will and to nill is cent. 
i che Liberty of him chat wils or nils, as & gras. & 
chat he can neither hinder the will of God, 14. 
* = *nor 


cenor overcome his power: Saint Auſtin.” in 
2. His declaring will ſhewes er Wen 
ty , what being done or undone, God app 
or diſproves ,- it is expreſt, partly in com ee 
ding , partly i — meanes 3 the Tl 
herein dealing wich men, ſpeakes after the march 
ner. of men, what they command, or for wi; 
they afford meanes, it is commonly (thoufffeve 
not alwayes) their intention it ſhould be dc 0 
This will is ſo often fruftrate , as the comm ill 
is broken, or the meanes abuſed ; this · will 
ſpects not alwayes the event; when God c x 
mands Abrabam to. offer Iſaac, here is his de 2 
ring will for it, it was Abrabams duty to go; 
bout it, God approved of his ready obedien 
but that Iſaac ſhould be facrificed , he intend 
not, as is manifeſt by the iſſue; this is not 
perly his will, but the figne of his will, as toi 
which ſometimes agrees to his will of incent 
ſometimes not; in the reſpect of the Event, 
ing many times his decreeing will, chat his 
claring will ſhould not be fulfil'd z which 
fides other caſes, as in that of Abrabam for 
fering up his Son) is alwayes when finne is c 
mitted; of this will, Lake 13. 34. I would, 
would not; I would, by all my Prophets 
mer ly, now by ny felfe; I called upon you, 
orded you meanes for turning to me, 
would not, ye have reſiſted my call, and aba 
the means afforded you. =_—_— 
Hence when God is ſaid to will the ſalvati 
of all, not that any ſhould periſh, not the de 
of him that dyes, &c. either the note of un 
ſality (All, not any) is ſo to be limited, or 


em of: God, ſo to be diſtinguiſhed „or both; 
Gl; nothing may be aſcribed to the will of Gods 
tention; but what certainely comes to paſſe in 
he event. | ; ; * a 
This concluſion therefore we lay downe fot 
urther anſwer to thoſe Texts of Scripture 
yntly, and to all of the ſame parpott: Gad 
ever intended the ſalvation of any; but thoſe 
c o are and ſhall be ſaved ; for then ſhould his 
n rvill of intention be fruſtrate; which that ic cans 
1. We have ſeen Pſal. 115, 3. Rom. 9. 19. 
2. The truth of this coucluſion will appears 
eby enquiry into that will of intention; which 
air God they imagine for the ſalvation of -all 
withouc exception; it is either a compleat and 
Wdcterminate act of the will of God, or anatu- 
rall inclination in him, not in compleat operas 
l che former, then is he not unchangeable; 
firſt determining all men to life, then reverſing 
that determination; but with God there is no 
change nor ſhaddow of turning; . neithet can 
there be; all change proceeding from imperfe- 
Qien, whether of wiſedome; or power, or happl- 
ol nefſe.; therefore God wils not now one thing; 
then another, though he executes his Will parc 
by part, and time by time, but his will js al- 
uF wayes one and the ſame conſtant act from all, to 
IF all eternity: n 
at's Bat the adverſaries here chuſe the latter ra- 
ther, affirming it a naturall inclination in God: 
ing nor in compleat operation; to this end diſtin- 
of puilkiong che Will of * antecedent ; — 
| 2 Gre 


þ 


ſore· going, and conſequenit , or following. 

Fele they define 4 naturall ine 
nation in God, whereby he wils the ſalvat 
of all, before he confiders a cercaine act (as 
dams finne) or ſome certaine acts, as other fi 
man : The conſequent will whereby he det 
mines actually the condemnation of mar 
this determination ifluing from the laſt Judy 

ment of Divine Wiſedome, upon the confiderati 
of certaine acts in the creature fore ſeen 
thoſe which ſhall be, without his decree th 
they ſhall be. For anſwer. | 

1. If this diſtinction were admitted, it cot 
not reach; for this which they call the eq 
ſequent Will of God, hath it not taken p 
in the breaſt of God long fince? Hath not ON 
to this day conſidered of all things that can 
within conſideration concerning his cre 
in order to eternall life or death? Or, by 
flow decrees doe they concelve the conſidera 
on of God to move forward ? Nay, can W 
forme to themſelves ſuch groſſe apprehenfin 
of God, as that he ſhould not have conſid 
all things confiderable before the world wi 
If fo, then his conſequent Will is paſt for 
condemnation of many by their owne grant. 

2. This diſtinction is not to be #dmired ," 
that which trantformes God into a worth! 
Idoll; Being, 

r. Againſt the ſimplicity of his ſpirĩtuall 
ture, whereby he is what he is purely, and ec 
pleatly in act: and this is manifeſt from 
perfection of his nature, the more all pure 
clinations are in operation, the more pe 0 
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1n there; in Angels and men the more not one- 
y an inclination to the love and feare of God , 
sc. but the more actuall loye and feare is ſound 
jn them, the more perſect in their ſtate; what 
light is in the Sun, it alwayes actually ſhines; 
zut the nature of God is a nature of utmoſt per- 
ſection , therefore no inclination in him, but 
what in compleat operation; hence he hath 
been by all Divines Orthodox in this point of 
1 1 perfection of his nature accounted a pure 
a 
2. leis againſt the perfection of his wiſedome, 
dere is no tim e nor moment can be .confidered 
4 wherein God doth not actually confider whats 
3 ſoever' can fall within confideration. concerning 
A the creatures acts, and all things thereupon de- 
i pending, and. therefore no moment can be con- 
fidered wherein God. doth nor. compleatly and 
1 determinately will whatſoever he wil concern - 
ing his creature. 
z. The Concluſion ſtands good from the 
power of God; If he wils the ſalvation of all, 
ud hath power in his hand for it, then all ſhall 
de ſared: It is a ruled Caſe, Quod volunt potentes 
unt omnes , whatſoever any one really wils , 
ithe have power in his hand he will doe it; what 
is further imaginable for doing a thing but will 
and power? What ſaith Arminius here? he wils 
the ſalvation of all,; but modo convenienti , after 
2 afit manner: For: anſwer briefly 3 The ſalva- 
* = of all either may be brought to paſſe after 
fit manner, or it may not; if it may, then 
full the argument ſtands good, he wils it, and 
it may be ly * and he hath power to doe 


4 


el 
* l 
R 
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jt, why is not then done ? And indeed thy 
might be done after a fit manner if he plea 
is manifeſt , becauſe after the ſame manner 
gives grace to ſome, and perſeverance in gra 
2 doe it to all; If it may not be done 
ter a ſii manner, and yet according to th 
ſuppoſall God wils it, then he wils ſon 
which cannot be done after a fit manner; 
great an abſurdity is here faſtened upon tl 
Will of God, which is the rule of all cleax 
righteous, and fic proceedings 7 This is a9 
beſeeming a childe rather then God; Oc, wh 
will they ſay further? Though he wils it, 
for as much as it makes more for his glia 
— be not ſaved, therefore all ſhall noi 
aVed. | 
- . Anſw. Bat if it makes againſt his glory g 
all ſhould be ſaved, then he wils it not, it Gi 
could will what makes againſt his owne glay 
and that way whereby he hath determined 
pally to be glorified , he could finne againſt his 
— according to this ſuppoſall, there '# 
ines running croſſe in the breaſt of God, a 
he is at ſtrife with himſelfe, That what the Pat 
ſpeakes of the weake elements amongſt they 
ſelves, theſe Prophets ſpeakes of the one, perk 
God. . J 15 ' 
X | © 
Frigida pugnabant C alidis, bumentia ficcis, 2 
Molia cum duris, fine pondere babem ia pondus. : 


: 


878 


FTFFSPFEB FTE 


Cold things with. bot, moiſt things with dry did figh 


Seft things with bard, and weighty things with light 


1 


* (87). | | 
all This laſt exprefly, weighty things. with light, 
his former Will, as a thing of no weight, make- 
ing 2gainſt the weighty aime, and wyy of his 
owne glory, (which is the end, and meaſyre, and 
rule, and poize of all( mult give way to this latter 
Will, as that wherein there is true weight, + 
4. From the happineſſe of God; If he be 3 g 
perfectly happy, whatſoever he wils ſhall eer- din, l. c. 
tainely be brought to paſſc, happineſſe is an in- 1 8 pte 
tire and perfect good, and it is more happy to i. 
have whatſoever is willed , then to want it; for | 
if the wanting of one thing willed doth not in 
any degree diminiſh happinefle, then neither 
doth the want of another thing willed, for no- 
thing added to nothing makes bur nothing ſtill, 
then neither doth the want of a'third, fourth, 
and ſo on; in the conoluſion then he may be 
as happy who hath nothing that he wils, a8 
he that hath all things that he wils : But this, 
common ſenſe abhors. 
5, From the Knowledge of God; If from 
all eternity he knowes who ſhall be condemned, 
then did he will their condemnation , and that 
antecedently to this knowledge, he therefore 
knowing it, becauſe he hath willed itz for what- 
ſoever he knowes as that which ſhall be, he 
knowes either in it ſelfe, or in himſelfe ; hee 
knowes it not in it ſelfe, whilſt as yet it is not, 
but nothing but himſelfe was before the ctea- 
tion of the World, therefore nothing in ĩt ſelſe 
could then be known to him. 1 
Object. But as we ſee what is ' preſent to in certaine 
moments of times, ſo be in bis eternity comprebending 
at ence and toge ther all time, (for hit eternity it f 
Mon 6 4 entire 


+ , 
m—_ together and at once — 
fro ore all time whatſoever is in any part of time. 
Anjw. That in his eternity he may fee 
thing in it ſelſe, there is required not onely i 
— of his boundleſſe life together 
once but che co-exiftence of the thing it f 
th be ſeen, and therefore as man ſees not 
thing in it ſelſe in one moment of time, hic 
not in that moment, but ſhall be in an afcer-1 
ment, ſo neither doth God fee any thing in 
ſelfe hefore all time which is not, but in tin 
otherwiſe he ſhould fee time in it ſelfe beſore 
time; which is a contradiction, and here is 
ſhaddow of imperfe&ion in God, but an impob 
bility in the thing; and what is here ſaid 
the thing it ſelſe, is as cleare for all created e 
ſes of the thing,; they cannot in themſelves! 
ſeen before all time, they themſelves bang 
in time, what he knewes then from etern 
as that which ſhall be, it is in himſelſe tha 
knowes it, if in bimfelfe, in his will. 4 
1. In God there is a threefold knowledge: Fit 
an apprehention of the nature. of things, ll 
may be ſhaddowed by thoſe formes which # 
finde in our oe mindes , when we think of 
ny thing meerly according to the fimple natwli 
of it, as when a builder hath the Platforme f 
ahouſe in his minde, but proceeds no furt! 
either to determine it ſhall,: or:thall not, may 
may not be; built: thus in the Divine Nau 
there is the apprehenſion of all things, poſſibly 
impoſſible, poſſibilities, and unpoſſibilities a or 
that herein he doth not determinately 'know 
eben ſnall be is manifeſt, becauſe chence i 5 = 
> Oleg 
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, that he apprehends no more then the 
ng | that are, and ſhall be, 
2. The knowledge of what is poſſible, what 
n — not be determinately ; and this he 

news in his own power, whatſoever is 

o be done; is therefore poſhble, becauſe he hach 
zower to bring it to paſſe; but herein doth he 


not determinately know what ſhall be, becauſe 


hen he ſhould be of power to do no more then 


na he d oth. 


3. It remaines then that the knowledge of 


rr hall be, is founded in his will; hom did 


de know the world ſhould be, and ſhould be this 
ind no other, before it was ? in his mind are 


thouſands of other formes and repreſentati- 


ons, and he was able to have made it of an- 


| nocher form, and other kind of Creatures, ſo 


that here he could not know it ſhould be, and 


ni chat it ſhould be this; butiherein he knows both 
chat it ſhould be, and that ic ſhould be this, and 


no other, becauſe he wild that it ſhould be, and 


it chat it ſhould be this, that it is: If God knew 


then from all eternity that all ſhould not be 


mY ſaved, and who they were, herein he knew it, 
becauſe it was his will chat all ſhould not be 
ared, and that theſe ſhould be they which 


ſhoald not be ſaved: But as hath been formerly 


voted, the Arminians are very creperous in 
y oh point of Gods knowledge of the ſtate of inan, 
in order to eternall life, allowing no determi- 
bay nate and certaine ground of it, either in God 


or Man. ö 
Thus much for anſwer in generall to theſe 


Scriptures joyntly, now more particularly. * 
1. To 


We (90) N 

. To thoſe two Scriptures, 1 Tim. 2:4. U 
it is ſaid God would have all men to be 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth, 

2 Pet. g. 9. where it is ſaid, that God is not ij 
ling chat any ſhould periſh, but chat all ſha 
come to Repentance : theſe Scriptures free tl 
ſelves from that generall interpretation, 
he wils that all ſhall be ſaved, as he | 
that they ſhould come to the knowledge of 
truth; ſo he is not willing that any ſhould lll 
rich, as he wils that all ſhould repent ; Bat i 
the Lords will of intention, or his decree 
will, that all without exception ſhould come 
the knowledge of the truth, and to repentang 
the contrary is manifeſt, ; 

1. From the denyall of meanes. r 

2. From the denyall of his ſpirit to n 
who have the meanes. 

1. For the denyall of meanes. 1 He aff 
not to all the neceſſary meanes ; inſtances of 
are ſo evident, as cannot be gain. ſaid : for i 
firſt 4000. years well nigh, the wo rid gen 
was over-looked, the meanes of knowledge, th 
diſcovery of the Covenant of God, onely 
the Church and that Church ſhut up firſt in t 
families of the Patriarchs, after-wards in t 
little nation of the Jews ; hence that of the A 
file, As 17. 30. and 16. Rom. 25. 26, he 
the Jews ſo ſtartled when the door of faith 
ſet open generally to the Gentiles; The Apel 
Peter himſelfe, muſt by a Viſion from heaven, 
taught the counſell of God, far the call of t 
Gentiles At 10. $ 


Since the comming of Chriſt, ta this day, 


* 
* 


* | C91 . : ws 
the Goſpel preached in every Nation without 


_—_— are there no Pagan Nations in the 
world? | 4 
2. He hath ſometimes denyed the meanes to 


all thoſe whoſe hearts he hath ſeen lefſe obſtinate 


in caſe the meanes had come to them, then others 
unto whom he hath ſent the meanes, and left 
chem to periſh in the obſtinacy of their hearts 
againſt the means ſent 3 thus it was betwixt 


Hie and Sidon, on the one hand, and Capernaum 


con the other, by our Savieurs own Teſtimony. 

Object, Al in Adam were taken into the Cove- 
nant of Grace. 

Anſ. 1. If it was true, it reacheth not, how 
ſhall his poſterity in after generations , come 
within the calbof Grace , or to the knowledge 
of the Goſpel, meerly upon that ground that 
Adam was once poſſeſt of it for them. 

2. It is utterly falſe,for then ſhould Adam have 
been a root of Goſpell righteousneſſe to his po- 
ſterity, whereas ic is Chriſt in oppoſition to 
Adam, that is ſo, Rom.5. 5 
Object. They bad the meanes of knowledge in 

uy - their Anceffours long ſince , who by their anwerthy 

_ Talking bave leſt them, for themſelves and poſterity. 

Anſw. 1. Ii that was granted, it would not 
thence follow that God would that their po- 


ſterity ſhould come to the knowledge of the 
truth, | 


2. This ſuppoſeth their Anceſtours a common 
Stock, forfeiting for their poſterity , Goſpell 
priviledges all the world over; but it is plaine 
88 were fome Nations which neyer ge 
the Goſpel] among them, till many years after 
the death of Chriſt, : | Ob, 


The: Creation bolds forth ſo mach of * 
that if man” would improve it ſo far as bern 

the power of natare, God world then reveale the g 
fell to him, and give bim preventing grace; and: 
lam be made with Chriſt, for the merit of bis paſſi 

ſo that thus all men bave the meanes of ſaving & 
tedy e initially in tb: Creature, and it is in their be 
to improve theſe initiall meanes to the obtaining 
the ultimate meanes in the word of the Goſpel, by 
they teach that the Sun, Moone, end Starrs, preach | 
Goſpell, Rom. 10. < 
Anſ. This Tenent is mcerly Jeſuiticall , ow 
thrown by the more Orthodox of the Papi 
themſelves, by theſe, or ſome of theſe follow 
Argument. 1 
1. God in revealing the Goſpell, is found 
thoſe that ſought him not, &c. Rom. 10.20. 
2. It is not in him that willech,nor in him > 
runneth, but in God that ſheweth mercy, N 
9. 16. whereas acording to this Tenent; on 
to him that by the improvement of of natu 
power, wils and runs, mercy ſhould be ſhow 
3. He will have mercy on whom he will h 
mercy, and whom he will he hardens, - Roms 
18. where the originall ground of ſalvation 
aſcribed meerly to the will of God, but acct 
ding to this Tenent, his will is ſuſpended uy 
mans work. f 
4. Who made thee to differ ? and what! 
thou that thou haſt not received ? 1 Cor. 4. 7. 
graduull difference found amongſt the Salt 
themſel ves, is from God by what they recei 
much more that fpecificall difference 'berwit 
Saints and Sinners. | | q 


- 53. ; 
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. Thegreateſt of finners who have moſt a- 
wſed their naturall Talents, as Publicans, Har- 
ots; and ſuch as the Apoſtle reckons up, 1 Cor. 
5. 9. 10. are called, when many more reſtrained, 
nd better qualified for morall vertues are paſ- 
ſed by, Non habeo, Sc. There is nething that I can 

old in chaſing men to ſaving grace; ſbould I in my 
thoughts be permitted to the tryall of this Election, 
but either greater wit, or ſmal er ſinnes, or both ; let 
ale if you pleaſe , boneſt and profitable arts, whoſoever 


"Ml therefore be is, who is intangled and defiled with the 


: ſmalleſt ſins, ( for from all who can be free?) and of 


wick wit, and accompliſhþt with the cboiſeſt arts , 
4 fit man to be choſen to grace; but when I ſhall 
thu determine , ſo will be leugh at me, who hath cho» 


1 ſen the weake things of the world that be may confound 
e ſtrong, and the fooliſh things of the world, that be 
„ confound the wiſe, that I bebolding bim, and with 


ſhame correfed, laught at many, who both compared 


with ſome ſmners, are more cbaſt, and with ſome fiſher- 
men, are Orators, &c. Auguſtine. Ad Simplic. Lib. 
1. ad finem fere. 

6. According to this ſuppoſition, there is no 
place for preventing grace, but ir is prevented 
debt, when a finner is converted, ſo that it over- 
throws it ſelfe 3 not grace, becauſe it is of works, 
and ſo not preventing, becauſe prevented by 
fore-poing works, in the improvement of na- 
turall powers. 12 
Object. But it is for the merits of Chriſt , and 
therefore of grace. | 

Anſ, But where it is of works, it is not of 
grace, faith the Apoftle ; therefore this, hath 


Chriſt no more merited, it (being the over- 


throw 


grace) then that we ſhould-be Ju 

es; by both which, grace woul 

? : as for that Text, Rom. 10. 
with the 19. Pſalme, it is a moſt 


culous wreſting, to apply it to this purpoſes 
is plaine there ; that they whoſe ſound pt 


forth, &c. are the Apoſtles, and ſent t 
chers preaching the word of the Goſpell, to 
care; by whoſe preaching faith is immediat 


begotten, upon hearing, verſ. 14. 15, 16, 17.1 
the Sun, Moon, and Stars, holding forth 


workes of God to the eye; by which men 
remotely prepared for the Goſpell, and faith 
it ; and what is alleadged out of the 19. Pſa 


is ſpoken alluſively; the courſe of the Goſp 


in the hands of the Apoſtles and their Sucal 


ſors, compared to the courſe of the Sun int 
zkie: Thus much for the denyall of meanes, 

2. For the denyall of his ſpirit in regard 
ſaving operation, to many who enjoy 
meanes: The {ame word preached is to one 


ſavour of alife to life, to another the ſavour 


deatti to death; whilſt ſome are converted; 0 


thers are hardned : obſerve here, 
1. It is God that makes the difference; 1 


4+ 7+ the effectuall call of a finner in ſaving 


lamination, faith and repentance is his gi 


* 
bat 


” 


Epb. 1. 17. and 2. 8. Phil. x, 29. Tim. 2. 


Ezek. 36. 26. 27. 


2, It is of meer grace, without reſpect of fq 
mer works, 2. Tim. 1. 9, Rom. 11. 5. 6; Row 


9. 11. 


3. The Lord herein uſeth an abſolute libe 
ty, 7 ob. 3. 8. I 


4 
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: 
* 


2 


4. He gives, in the call of a converted ſinner ; 
both the power, and the acting of that power 
to ſuch as are not converted he gives neither: 
the former part of this is clear by the ſoremen 
tioned Texts, proving it to be his gift ; both the 
former and the latter is clear, oo 6. 44. 45s 
no man can come without the Fathers dra 

and teaching; therefore where this is not, there 
is not ſo much as the power, but where this is; 
not onely can they, but they doe come; hence the 
converſion of a ſinner js an effectuall and a pe- 
culiar worke of God; and if God did the ſame 
for thoſe who are not converted,which he doth for 
thoſe that are, they ſhould be converted too; but 
ll this we have ſeen before. 

5. The Lord in this proceeds according to 
his decree, for converting ſome by; hardning o- 
chers againſt the meanes, Rom. 9. 18. for conver- 


don, 4, 13. 48. Rom. 8. 30. Epbe. 1. 4, 5. for 


ning, Jobn 12. 37. to the 42. that the Jews - 
were not converted by the powerfull miniftry 
of Chriſt, was hence, ſaith the Evangeliſt; be- 
- of cauſe the Lord had long before determined their 
2M hardning, and foretold it; Eſay in his time be- 
i holding the glory of Chriſt, as he was to be 
Yj revealed by his comming in the fleſi, and preach- 
ug, (adding miracles to his Sermons ) to the 
Jews; propheſied of theſe Jews, that they by 
bu word and works ſhould be hardned : Hence 
den it will be manifeſt upon the ſumming up 


of theſe particulars, that by all here, cannot be 


meant every one without exception; not ſo 

vil much as the declaring will of God, in affords 
ing che meanes being for all in that ſenſe; 

much 


which he difpendeth himſelſe thus differy 
both in affording and applying the 
ib. de we will here conclude with * Saint Auſting 
* Genef, ad could (ſaith he) turn the will of the wicked into gy 
| Giteram. he could "tis plaine, becauſe he is omnipotent, why l 
a fore doth be not ? becayſe be will not; why be will 
it is with bimſelfe, (penes ipſum eſt) for we 
not to be wiſe above what heboves. Here the Wiſede 
and Soveraignty of God betake themſelyes 
their height, he that will here ſtraine his « 
ſhall loſe his fightz he that will needs be ſe N in 
ding theſe depths, ſhall loſe his plumb 3 he th - 
will ſearch out the majeſty , (hall be over-whi 
med with the glory. Thus much for the p 
cular Anſwers to thoſe two Scriptures joyn 
now the laſt place to each apart. 
For the firſt, 1. Tim. 2. 4. It is manifeſt by 
Context, it is meant of all rankes and order 
. men, whether Kings, and thoſe in Authe 
or Subjects, and thoſe under Authority , (as 
Gal. 3+ 28. no difference of Nation, ſex, cc 
tian, concludes from Chriſt) and there was ſſ 4 
all reaſon from the ſtate of thoſe times for Me 
Apoſtle to ſpeake to this; The Kings and Ri 
lers of the world being then great perſecut 
of the truth, and profeſſed enemies to it, 
might ſeeme labour in vaine to pray for ſucklif 
deplored kinde of men; therefore tha Ap 
th this reaſon, that of that order of men 
well as athers, God hath his Ele& whom 
will ſave. 5 * 


For the ſecond, 2 Pei. 3. 9. To „ wy 
the Apoſtle, who are theſe? The Apaſile, 


1 
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&d Jews, who for the Goſpell ſiffered pᷣerſt- 
on; themſelves Ele&,Beleevers,and fanftitied, 
ert, 2. and 2 Pet. 3.1. The fun then is this, 
30d delayes the day of his great 27% quam 
he might ficſt gather in all his Elect ones, 
ot willing that any of them ſhould perifh, 
as ch ie is applyed to them of that genera- 
jon amongſt the Jews, ſo it looks further to 
hat harveſt of Gods Ele& amongſt them, which 
jtheir great call, yet to come; is to be gather- 
ii, Rome 17. 28. Ke. 
For the other two Sor iptures, Exch. 33. 
nd 18. 
1. The Lord wils not their death by his de- 
ring will, for as much as he hath commanded 
hem to return, and given them meanes for it. 
2. For his decreeing Will, the Lord by it 
s not their death, according to the purport 
their chlarge againſt him, to which here he 


wers. | | 
They charge the Lord, firſt;}as unjuſt, puniſh- 
ig. the children for the Fathers offences; the 
hildren themſelves free, Exch. 18. 2. Second- 
J unmercifull, as though incxorable againſt 
pentant ſinners; this: the Lord: ſhewes to bee 
aarged againſt him in his anſwer to them, 
p. 18. mentioning ſo often that the wicked 
urning (Hall finde mercy, and both theſe we 
de charged upon him, chap. 33. unmerciful- 
We, v. 10. injuſlice, v. 17. had this charge been 
ve, the Lord had delighted in the death. atid 
ments of periſhing finners, as a Tyrant de- 
us in the blood of liis Subjects, had not 
. H wmilled 


willed their death as a righteous 465 "1 
death of a Male factor. The anſwer then ie 
God doth not ſo will the death of a finne 
that he is liable co the Charge of Injultic« 
demning without fault, or to the charge of 
mercyfulneſſe, inexorable againſt repe 
finners, but for their juſt and true incoun 
ment hath he ſo fully exprefſed himſelfe, 
to will the death of a finner, no not of 
that dycs, in the mean time upon immovel 
grounds formerly laid down, the Lord 
the death of thoſe that dye, for the glory df 
own power and juſtice, ſeen in their condemt 
tlons & | 
[ The like Anſwers in general! are to be giv 
thoſe” Scriptures ſo frequently aileadged, ami 
often perverted , for Univerſall Redempi 
which Scriptures the adverſaries are wont ti 
Jed againſt the Doctrine of Predeſtination. 
ther and particular anſwers, x. The main 
alleadged by them, doe of themſelves togetber 
the Context afford: 2. The Analogie of N 
in many fundamentall Dofirines clearly tail 
ix the word of truth, ameng ſt wbich this of Þ 
deff ination bath the leading place; in w 
whoſoever is truly inſtructed, is ſurely anc 
againſt that windy error. | 
Hitherto we have anſwered theſe two 
Scriptures, Exek. 18. and 33. upon ſuppoſiti 
that eternall death was there ſpoken of, when 
as it is indeed temporall judgements which tl 
there complaine of, and about which the Lo 
cleares himſelfe as is manifeſt, Exek. 18.2. wi 
Jer. 3 1. 27. to the 31. veri. and Exek. 33. from td 
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the 26.5 8 «where it is evident, the deſolatl· 


on of their Land was the matter of their quarrel 


and complaint, they were ſo far from complai - 
ning that God had given them over to hardneſs _ 
of heart, ordering them thereby to eternal 
death, as that they juftifie themſelves as ſuffering 
undeſervedly; That was indeed the complaint 
bf an humble and repenting people, 1/a 63. 17. 
but theſe were 7. of another ſtraine. To chis 
the ſum of the Lords anſwer is 3. That they are 
the Authors of their own wo, he is ſo far from 
taking pleaſure in their undeſerved ſufferings , 
that would they be righteous they ſhould be free 
from miſerie, to this end hath he commanded 
them to turn from their iniquities, and affor- 
ded them meanes for the ſame, that obeying they 
might live. A great tir the Arminian Nation 


v vont to make with theſe Texts of Scripture, 


diſputing all the while upon a falſe interprergs 
tion, and meerly perverting the queſtion her 
held forth. 
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The Eleclion bath. obtained it, 4 
the reſt were hardned. 


E come now to other their mall 
Odjections, which tend upon 
poſall of the former Dodtriy 
eicher to accuſe God, or 
= Man. 
Odject. 1. Say they, according 
this- Doctrine of Reprobation , God muſt be tbr 
thor of fin, and ſo be guilty of f in, and this * 
upon ibree grounds eſpecially: 1. In that be ded 
it, thence there is a neceſſity F. mans ſinning. 24 
that be alls in it producing as the firſt cauſe thoſe 
in ond by man, to which ſinne cleaves injeparth 
3: That unte Adam be denied that grace, wit 
which it could not be, vr the event be bd 
erſevere in working righteou 4 
; pg AE — * ed as the ground: 
this objection, is owned by this Doctrine, W 


- (16rd a 
the charge of the Objeddion is denied, as having 
here no footing. : 
. For the decree ;--1. That God decrees 
that fin ſhould be, hath formerly been proved, 
but that hence he cannot be concluded the Au. 
dor of fin is evident, becauſe che decree, as ſuch, 
inn ad immanent in himſelfe, not emmanant 
upon the Creature, it being the property of im- 
nanent acts to put nothing in the object. 
2. There is upon the decree of God a neceſſity 
ofmans ſin, as * Auſtin faith well, The wil of 7.6. 6. 
YN God is the neceſſity of things : But, 1. It is a necel- d. Geneſ. 
sey not abſolute, but upon ſuppoſall, or con- 44 lie- 
og dicionall, not of compulfion, but of conſecu- 
XJ tion, for as much as God hath ſo decreed, it 
cannot otherwiſe come to pafſe but man ſhall 
n, yet doth he fin freely, chafing ſo to do act- 
ig neicher by conſtraint, nor from a princi- 
ple of naturall neceſſity; but of this we ſhall 
more in anſwer to the third Objection, 
A which chargeth this neceſſity as inconſiſtent 
ich the effentiall liberty of mans will, 2. There 
Fl is a neceſſity of the ſame kind for mans finning, 
if we grant that God fore-knowes his ſinne; 
if God fore knows that man ſhall finne, then 
Mg muſt*it needs ſo come to paſſe , otherwiſe God 
bre knows that ſhall be which ſhall not be, 
oy but this clearly involves a contradiction: We 
[ay muſt then either grant a conditionall neceſſity 
ol mans finning, or deny Gods preſcience. 
uz. Upon ſuppoſall that man ſhall fin without 
he decree of God, God himfelfe ſtands under 
belle neceſſity, a neceſſity upon ſuppoſall, or 
2» Ty ofconfecution, for as much is man ſhall finne, 
= H 3 and 


9 (109) _ 1 
and fs fo fore known of God, (or whethes 
fore- knowne or not ) there is now no liber 
left to God for perverting mans finne, tl 
whileſt we fear to leſſen mans liberty, by 4 
lowing him to ſtand under a conditionall ng 
ceſſity ariſing from God, we fear not to leſſe 
Gods liberty ſubjecting him to the like neceſſ 
ty arifing from man. : 

2, For Gods acting in the fins of men. 

Anſw. 1. That the great Creator as the fir 
cauſe produceth all motion in all creatures; 
ſeems not obſcurely-to be taught by the Apol 
Ads 17. 28. as he is ſet forth the Author of 
life, in him we live, of being, in him we haw 
our being; ſo of motion, in him we move, at 
as the Apoſtle quotes there Aratus one of the 
Heathen Poets, ſo ſutably another of the Poell 
ſings, Eft Deus in nobis agitante caleſcimus ili | 
God is in us, he moviog we wax warm. Þ 

To me it ſeems one of the foure letters of hif 
Name FJebovab, to be the Author of all being 
and therefore of all operations, in all creatu 1 ä 
their operation, not being nothing, and tw bu 
aſc.ibe to any creature onely upheld, not mo- 
ved by God to produce ĩts own motion ſeemb 
to transfer Divinity to the creature, and dero 
gate from ic in God. I ſhould thinke the moti⸗ 
on of the creature, in dependence upon the 
Creators movinꝑ, to be like that Engine, Exe | 
t--16, a wheel in the middeſt of a wheel, che 
motion of God incompaſſing the creatures mo 
tion and moving it within it ſelfe: And F 
weuld further make this Quzre, Doth God up 
hold all and every being } 1 do not know that 
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this i by any denyed, divine conſeryation and 

tation of whatſoever is; but if motion 
beupheld by him, it is produced by him; for 
it being a ſucceſſive entity or being, how is it 
otherwiſe upheld then by Production? and if 
life be upheld, motion ĩs; this terme, life, inclu- 
fel ding this terme, motion, life being in the living 
creature, the ſupreame and univerſall principle 


und power of operation actually in operation. 


But to infiſt no longer upon this; we afficme 


* clearely, as that which comes cloſer to the pre- 


lent queſtion and concludes it, whatſoever be- 


comes of this diſcourſe, for all creatures in all 
aw their motions depending upon God. 


2, That God as the ſupreame and univerſall 


he Governor acts the wils of men, turning them 


hy ly expre 


J which way he pleaſeth in their motions, is clear- 
fed in Scripture, and there is not a lit- 


I tledepending upon this tiuth both for our du 
bi ty and comfort. 


1. For Scripture teſtimony , Prov. 16. 1. 
What are the -preparations of the heart there, 


oY but the thoughts, defires, and inward workings 
Jofit ? Theſe are from the Lord, Prov. 2 1. 1. What 
mis there ſaid of the Kings heart is as clearely to 
de affirmed of the hearts of other men: What 


note expreſſe ? It is inthe Lords hand, like the ri- 
ever of water, be turneth it which way ſoever he will; 
y ching more eaſily turned this way or that 
ef Way, then a water cburſe? So eaſily doth the 
Lord turne the hearts of men, how are they 
urned but by their one motions ? They fo 


nove chen by their qwn principles, as the Lord 


is the firſt and ſupreame mover, Pſal. 106. 46. He 
WM H 4 turned 


- af © be 


turned the Enemies hearts to pitty his pee 
and he gare them favour in the fight of 
Eeytiaus, Exod, 11, 3 · So he likewiſe had 
fare turned their hearts to hate his people, 
to deale ſubtilly wich his ſervants, Pſal. z0g; 
farther teſtimonies ( though theſe might y 
thze ) will come in as we ſhall ſhew the d 
ereon depending, which we now come to 
ſome few inſtances. | 
2, Hexeupon therefore it is our dur. 
1. To ſeek after the Lord that we may kng 
him, and give up our ſelves to him; ĩt is forty 
manifeſt by theſe teſtimonies, how we are tam 
derſtand that of the Apoſtle, Ia bim we mai 
the Apoſtle thence requires this as the duty 
all men living, having theſe experimentally 
nefles within them of their great Creator, 
their life, being, motion, they are not, they 
not without him. 'Y 
2. To glorifie God with all humble adon 
on, at the great Lord in whoſe hands is ou 
breath, and whoſe are all our wayes ,. Daty 
23. all our wayes, even to the preparation 
the heart, and all the motions and iſſues they 
Of, as we have ſeen. | 
3. To take heed with fear and trembliagh 
the motions of Gods ſpirit in us, in the thin 
that concern ſalvation , that we negle& tha 
not, Phil. 2.12, 13. for as much as we cannot 
* but as ated by God and he acts us by oi 
owne, wile. ; firſt principled by his gram 
then moved by his ſpirit ; take heed wil 
be not wanting to ſecond theſe motions 
bis in ut, 5 4 
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4, To pray unto God chat he would incline 
zur hearts to himſelfe, and to his wayes, Cant. 1. 
al. 119. 35. - Fer. 3 1. 18. | 

5. To praiſe God for whatſoever good incli- 

ations and operations we have found in our 
hearts, 1. Chron. 29, 14+ for two things doth Da- 
pid there bleſſe God. 1. That they had what to 
offer. 2. They had hearts wherewich to offer; 

Icke willingneſſe of their hearts was from the 
Lord, as well as all that ftore they had to offer, 
end this he further acknowledgeth in prayer, 

al yerſ. 18. 19. 

- Other duties we might in ſtance in, as humi- 
iy; as in the laſt example, verſ. 14. bat am J, 
a aud what is my people ? In giving the moſt to 
God, they received the moſt, in that they recei- 
Il ved hearts to give, &c. But I forbear inſtances, 


50 onely one ſpeciall cafe making for our no little 


comfort, in times of greateſt temptations, by the 
prevailing of wicked men againſt us, 

The Lord hath as well their hearts as hands 
in his power, to make them pitty us, favour us, 


un u we have ſcen ; he hath made promiſes to this 
neg purpoſe, Prov, 3. 4. So when any mans wayes 


pleaſe the Lord, he will make even his enemies 
do be at peace with him; and it muſt not now re- 
main in the hand of man, whether the Lord ſhall 
de true in his promiſe or no, which ic muſt 


oral doe, if he doe not act and turn the hearts of men 
e he pleaſeth; Jacob truſted to this when he 
ac made that prayer, Gen, 43. 14. tupoſing Joſepb to 


be ſome godleſſe- Egyptian. Now let any man 


149 judge whether theſe teſtimonies, and duties 


=] Fereupon depending, import no more but _ . 


| (106) 5 
that God conſerves man, and upholds his 
culties, propounds objects, and perſwad 
then ſtands a looker on, leaves it meerly 
mant power to act, or not to act; this way, 
that way; ſo as for the event, it may or 
not be, this or that, nothing certaine or det 
min'd. W | 
Hence then we affirme, that God as the pra 
Creator and univerſall Ruler, produceth { 
operations, and motions in the heart of m 
even thoſe to which in man finne cleaveth up 
avoidably * God workes in the bearts of men to indli 
Much their wilt whitherſoever be will; whether to 1 
more to which is good for bis owne mercy , or to that which 
re 79 evill for their merits, Saint Auſtin. But now tog 
Ib f con. ſwer the Objection, How then is be bimſelfe ſa 
tra Julia, from fin ? 427 
C. 3. 1, God works as the ſapream mover, man 
the proper inbject; that is, in whom is the prin 
ciple of the finfull action: this is one ſtep la 
ring God in the caſe in hand, to make it plains 
by inſtances; The Sun ſhining upon a Daag 
hill, raiſeth a ſtink ; the Sun ſtinks not, butt 
dung: hill in which is the principle of the ſtink 
and it is by the operation the Sun that 
Rinks: finfull man is as the dung. hill, God 
the Syn. A Clock falſe made, moved by thi 
poiſe ſtriks falſe ; the poiſe moves true, though 
the clock ſtrike falſe. By the ſhining of the 8 
upon a falſe Dyall, the houres of the day att 
fallly given, the Sun is true in his courſe, 
without his motion the Dyall would not lye 
A skilfull writer uſing a pen with a hair in inf 
for fair lecyers, blots are made; yet he writes a 
COralngy 


6 (roy 
ording to as exact art with that, as with the 
1 cleanef Ka the falt Is only in the pen. A 8kil- 
7 Muſitian play es upon an Inftrument out of 
une, the muſick jarres, the inſtrument ſounds a- 
niſſe ; yet he ſhews no leſſe skill, neither tranſ- 
geſſeth the lawes of Muſick any more, then if 
e plai'd upon a well tun'd inſtrument. 
Sofull man is the falſe Clock, the falſe Dyall, 
he blotting Pen, the jarring Inſtrument, God 
his motion is the Poyſe, the Sun, the Writer, 
She Mufitian 3 from God is the motion, in man 

cls the principle of the evill in the action. 

2. God works as the Author of nature, man 
aa morall Agent: that is, as ſtanding under 
alaw, which whileſt he obſerves, or violates, his 
„Aion is free from fin, or finfull, fin being the 
ranſgreſſion of the Law of God: now thoſe 
Laations are the ſame conſidered as naturall , 
FEwhich as morall differ extreamely, and God 

le works uniformely in thoſe actions which are 
oF oaturally the ſame, though morally very diffe- 
ret, and in point of good and evill , contrary. 
ee laſtance, Alam eating the forbidden fruit, doth 
inn the ſame thing in naturall conſideration, which 
be had done in eating the ſame, had it not been 
borbidden him; yet then had his eating been a 
WMlaufull and blamele ſſe action, whereas now it 
Sul was moſt finfull : nor onely the outward action 
of eating, but bis will and deſire of eating 
oh (ſuppoſing him to have will'd, and deſired it 
Inot forbidden) had been the ſame in nature 
chat ir was when he deſired it forbiden; yet in 
ian one caſe free from fin, in the other deep ly guil- 

ty, Whence riſeth this diffetence; not from the 
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Aten exertion of naturall power, or X 
ference inthe operation of his wiil as naw 
but from his different condition; becanfel 
in one caſe under a law forbidding, from wh 
in the other he was free: Now God here 
as the Author of nature, and uniforarely; 
difference of mans condition varies not hit 

ration: as the Sun ſhines uniformly up 
Pung hill, and upon a Garden, though he 
fe& Abe contrary 3 the weights move unifon 
ly the true, and falſe clock, &c. 4 
Another inſtance ; ſappole one man in 
of affection ſlay his adverſary juſtly , anc b 
unjuſtly his friend; here is in, naturall conſ 
ration , one and the ſame action in both, 
ſame exertion of naturall ſtrength out 
in the motion of the Arme, the | wok anime 
inwardly ſtirred up in the motion of the 
therefore the operation of God, who work 
the Author of nature one and the fan 
kinde in both; the difference in morall cal 
deration is found onely in the men, rey 
acting according to the lav of God, the oi 
contrary to it, | 
3. God works according to a pure rate, | 
contrary to a pure rule, Gods rule is the dif 
of his owe wiſedom, for his own glory; 
ſoever the wiſdom of God repreſents as m 
for his glory, that God wils and acts ac 
dingly : now it is plaine by the iſſue, anc 
Scripture teſtimony , that the wiſedome of G 
hath ſuggeſted the way for his finall glory, 
mans finall ſtate , * as ſuppoſeth _ — 
man, making way fo r that glory ; God 
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re according to this rule, both determines 

at man ſhall fin, and acts finſull man in thoſe 
Mons of his, to which as in, and from man, 
in cleaves unavoidably. Mans rule is the Law 
God, man in finning, though he fulfils Gods 

ention (fof who hath refifted his will? 
he Jews in crucifying Chriſt , did whatſoever 
he hand and counſell of God had before deter- 
nined to be done) which is not His rule; 


e ofts againſt his law, which is his rule; and 


fore God acting according to his pure rule 


Is blameleſſe, man working contrary to his pure 
* rule, guilty. ' 


The third ground whereupon they will have 
Doctrine of Predeftination formerly aſſer- 
tedrocharge God! as the Author of fin, is, That 
into Adam was demed that grace, without which it 
auld not be, as-to the event, that be ſhould afinally per» 


ü ſevere-in bis righteouſneſſe. 


= Aw. To affirm that God is the Author of fin, 


ir granted on both hands blaſphemy, & therefore 


by whatſoever the Scripture teacheth concerning 


ol Gods diſpenſations to man about the firſt finne, 


wy or fall of Adam: this concluſion cannot thence 
be infer'd that God is the Author of fin. Now 


ll the queſtion is, what the Scripture here tea- 


cheth: This ſay we, That unto Adam was denyed 


un proce, without which it coxld not be, as to the 


event, that be ſbowld ſtand, and this we clear by 


70g theſe following ſteps. 
1099 1. Adam was created in the Image of God, 


il Gen. 1. 26. that is ¶ whatſoever more ĩs eom 


„ ended] in rigbteouſneſſe and true bolineſſe, Ephe 4. 
2. herein was that ſtate of habituall righteouſ- 


neſſe, 


neſſe, whereby he was able to doe what 
good he ſhould will to doe : all the facule 
his ſoul were fitted to work according ty 
rule of righteouſneſſe without any intertupti 
it was not then with him, as it is now with 
regenerate, Rom, 7+ 18. with whom to wil 
preſent,but how to performe that which is gd 
they finde not; he had withall by that habit 
righteouſneſſe a power to will that which 
good, even all that good which God accordjuffint 
to his law engraven on his heart might req 
at his hands, free from any principle byatl 
him to evill: and this power, and this righ 
ouſneſſe, had all his poſterity in him. K 
2. That he was denyed the grace wheret 

' ſhould actually ftand, is manifeſt by the event 
fallen he is, but God was able to have afford 
him chat effectuall grace, whereby his fall i 
been prevented, as he hath dealt with the & 
gels, who keep, and for ever ſhall keep their i 
ſanding ; and had that grace been affords 
him, he had ſtood, for it is a contradiction 
ſay he had that grace, whereby he ſhoulda 
onely be able to ftand, but ſhould actually fta 
and yet grant that he ſtood not, he hadt 
both a power to wil all that was good and to 
all that good which he ſhould will; but ro wi 
and to do that for which he had a power, wl 
not given unto him. A ſound eye hath thee 
culty of ſeeing, there is the power ; but tl 
may actually fee the object before it, it i 
have light: An Inſtrument truely made andi 
ned, hath ia it the power and principle of ſous 
ding harmoniouſly 3 but that it may yeild 


armony the okilfult touch of cheſMuſiciats , „ 
hand is neceflary : Hence Saint Auſtin, * The firſt e ©07- 
man bad not that grace by which be —— could 25 Pome py 
vil; but that grace be bad in which if be would abide, J 
he never ſhould be evill. Such an aid of grace be bad, 
which be might forſake if be wonld , and in which 
þe might abide if be would : not ſuch as whereby it 
might come to paſſe, that he ſhould will to abide. Then 
emparing it with that aide which beleevers receive 
ly in Chriſt 3 ſo much greater is that aid which is given 
with by Feſws Chriſt our Lord, unto whom it [eemes good 
alto God to give it, that not onely we have that, with- 
all ont which we cannot perſevere , although we ſhould 
vill; bat /o great, and ſuch that we ſhall will: for 
by there is in us by this grace of God, both in the recei- 
ven ving and bolding with perſeverance that which is 
oral good, not onely to be able to doe that which we will, but 
aſe to will that for which we are able. 
Adgaine, To the firſt man, who in that goodneſſe 
"al wherein be bad been made upright, bad received to be 
de not to ſin, to be able nat to che, to be able not 
ll forſake that goodnefſe 3 was given an aid of perſe- 
al verance, not by which it might come to paſſe that he 
id perſevere , but without which be could not be 
le by bis free will to perſevere : but now to the Saints 
leſtinated unto - the Kingdome of God, by the grace 
Wn God not onely ſuch an aid of perſeverance is given 
Mut ſuch un one, as that ts them perſeverance it ſelfe is 
eren; not onely ſo, as that without that gift they 
perſeverez bat ſo, as that by this gift they 
mige not but perſevere. Much more to the ſame pur- 
apole frequently in him. | 
3. It could not be that he ſhould have that 
„ Whereby as to the event he might ſtand 3 
| . a3 


as to his owne ficneſſe he had by his hab 
righteouſnefſe a power of ſtanding, he was 
bitually fitted for it ; but that he might ſta 
- as to the event, there muſt. be further a yi 
rous influx from God, of light upon his 
of holinefſe upon his will actuating his habj 
all power; Now that this ſhould be affas 
him, it conld not be, that being ſuppoſed; 
which the Scripture is clear. 1 
1. That God knew certainely that he ſhgy 
fall; that man is put to a very hard ſhift, wh 
ſhall deny Gods certaine knowledge from al 
ternity of Adams fall, or of any event wh 
ever; and the free confeſſion, hereof woulc 
reſutation enough to moſt mens aphrehenf 
(hs impreſſion of Gods pron, as for ot 
ctributes, fo for knowledge, being deeper 
upon the heart of man, then by a little n 
rable Sophiftry to be wiped out) of that unh 
ky opinion, which can be no otherwiſe ſupp 
ted then by diſpoyling God of his effentiall pi 
ies. Now if God knew certainely that 
dam (hould fall, then it cannot be that he ſhai 
have that aid of grace whereby he might as 
the event ſtand ; for then God ſhould: kN 
certainly that that ſhould be, which yet cerralill.. 
ly might not be, namely, Adams fall, when 
for as much. as God knows. certainly tha 
(hall be, ic may not for the event, but be. ae: 
2. That God hath decreed his fall; If Gol: 
had decreed. that Adam ſhould fall by his pe 
miſſion, (and in that decree of his one perx 
hon it was that he knew certainely that Ads 
ould fall) chen could it not be that Ada 
ſhog 


Id have Fa e hereby 416 ths event 
ight ſtand; hen Gen Adminiſtrations 
—— F Hoes void his owrie decree ; but 
that God had ſo decreed we have formetly pro- 
ved : Let us gather up a brief diſcourſe about it; 
© 1; That God decreed the making and order- 
g all the workes of his hands for his owne 
lory, as the end of all, is moſt unqueſtion- 
able. 
2. That he decreed particularly that glory 
"which comes to paſſe from his creature; either 
chat particularly ; or another particularly; of 
fly, none particularly, but his glory gencral- 
wa indefinitely 3 not another particularly, 
15 too abſurd to ſay that he decreed what 
_ not to paſſe, and decreed not what comes 
whale „ ſuch an apptehenſion doth at once ut- 
overthrow his wiſedome and power; nei- 
hes di he decree his glory onely generally and 
indefinitely, that apprehenſion neceffarily ſup⸗ 
fſeth a defect in his wiſedome for dictating di= 
tinfly and particularly the way of his glory 
— aſcrĩbes unto God the weakneſs of man diſ- 
wurling from generals to particulars , which is 
| Wayes accompanied: with, and ſuppoſeth int 
R knowledge and DOWErs 
"4. That he decreed his one glory compre- 
ben Welz, to wit, all that glory in every parti- 
lar which ariſeth to him from the creature, 
his is clear (to wave other Arguments) from 
de two former particulars, becauſe his glory is 
de end of all his works, and his glory parti- 
ly as ĩt comes to paſſe. 
+ Thar glory of his in the finall ſtate of man 
ſuch ; a patch fiane, for how — 
me 
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dts mercy, aher in 5uſt q 


-  demned without fin? ) and et 


fall, and in him all his poſterity, it muſt? 
be that God decreed that glory of his, and 
way of his glory. 
Odject. But why doth God give 4 bien ! 
in cbarge to Adam, inables bim with babituall up” 
teouſneſſe for the fulfiling, of that law, and yet . 
mines that be ſhould not fag it. A 
Anſw. We have from cleare * unſh 
principles, but now proved that God hat 


creed that way of his glory, or the glo- a 


thoſe Attributes in mans finall ſtate which t 
farily ſuppoſerh fin, not to the decree, but tx 
glory; but i if God had not made man rig 
ous, and given him a righteous law in ch 
and left him to the violation of that law, 
could have been no fin in man; herein ig 
man tranſgrefſeth that law which he is 
manded to obſerve, and for fulfilling wh 
vs had a power, Adam himſclfe, and 8 
Me 1 
Object. By what right doth God e 
for ſinning, when be bath firſt decreed, and tb 
difþenſation towards man is according, that be 
not bave that grace witbout which it cannot other 
come to paſſe but be ſball ſin ? 
Anſw. But by what right doth duſt and | 


lift up its head againſt the grea. Creator in t 


bold enquires ? 


1. Whatſoever appeares by the Word of 6 6 7p 


Lib. x. de to be his Will, there is no place for this enq 
Gen. Con- By what right ? The Will of God being 
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rule of righteouſneſſe; Ny, * ſo the bigbeſt mi 
righteouſneſſe, that whatſoever be wils, in as mi 


gil. it, it ; to be accounted N : whereeve# 
refore ibis que ſtion is acked, Why hath the Lord 


don thus ? the anſwer muſt be, becauſe be would 
"but if thok ſbalt go on in asking, But why would 
he 2. Thou now f 


1 


1 


eekeſt ſometbing greater and bigber 
Jen the wil of God, which cannot be found, Auguſtin. 
2. The Lord here ſtands upon his dominion 
ver man as his Creator, and thereupon checks 
ke inſolency of this enquiry: Nay, but O man 
who art thou that replyeſt againſt God 2 Shall 
e thing formed, ſay to bim that formed it , why haſt 
ea made me thus ? or hath not the Potter power 
over his Clay ? Kc. It is too high a pitch for 
jan to ſoar, to call his Creator to the Bar, and 
and their imple ad him face to face. - 
| 1 The Lords proceeding here by vertne of 
li Dominion, is a depth that muſt with trems 
bliog be admired, cannot be ſounded. O the 
depth ! Rom. 11. 33- Wilc thou acknowledge 
sd more in the molt myfterious wayes of God,; 
chen what thy reaſdn can graſpe ? | 
t. See the refutation of thy pride in the moſt 
common things of natures courſe every day be- 
"IM fore thine eyes, Job. 38. give a clear anſwer to: 
TFatd make a clear demonſtration of thoſe Geo- 
Fnerticall, Phyſicall, and optick Problems there; 
bere let me make the challenge to thee, which «2 
MY otnerimes learned * Bradwardine, that great Al- 155.1 f. f. 
| erter of the cauſe of G d, againſt thy fore: fa- Corolari 
cher Pelagus made to the proud Philoſophers de- fate 32. 
pr” ng Chriftians, becauſe they beleeved what ne 95 
Jae Scripture affirmed, though they could * 
hot make it good by realon: Tell e thou Phi. 
Herber (_ Caich of. what it is that tho knoweſt 
Woroughly ? nat the lzaſt _ in the Syn _ C 
* i 105 


nor the leaſt grain of duſt of the earth , nor the 
drop of water; in the leaſt material quantity, in 
lines, figures, ſuperficiall, corporeall, divers in q 
tity, quality and kinde are contained; and there 
anſwerably infinite concluſions Geometricall , ord 
ſucceeding, ſo as that the latter cannot be known: 
by the former; infinite Arithmeticall concluſions, 
orderly dependance likewiſe :of theſe,many conclufia 
themſelves demonſtrable, bow many knoweſt thou? 
let all the Philoſophers be joynd tegether, bow i 
of theſe infinite concluſions know they? a veryſe 
there remaines therefore very many, not one wherel 
their difficulty, and your meanneſſe doth any of thou 
or all of you tegetber know : A' little after, the 
Park of fire doth it not by enlightning and wan 
make infinite or numberleſſe circles of light, and ua 
containing and contained, as likęwiſe croſſing one 
tber; numberleſſe ligbiſome Pyramids likemiſe, 
yramids viſuall, and thoſe very different one fu 
nother; numberleſſe likewiſe lightſome and v 
beames incident, reflexe refrad, in which are cat 
ned infinite concluſions , Geometricall, Arithmelil 
and perſpective; and who can fully know. all tiff 
In the ſame place be argues bow much lefſe | _. 
thy finite little ſoule comprebend the great G fein 
who is every way infinite? Nay, bluſh thou Phi here 
pber, and be aſbamed to own ſo ſmall a God, as 00 
thou ſo ſmall, by thy minde ſs ſmall, ſbouldeſt A C 
bim out quite through, ſhould'ſt ranſack.all bis ei A 


ſbould bave a comprehenſive knowledge of bim. I 
he. 1 NO 
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2, Becauſe thou feta chriſtian, let us g 50 ſtr 
ſtep higher. Canſt thou comprehend by rea del 


all the myſteries of faith? what ? that of 
three perſons in the one God head ? che get 


* 


his 
bt 


os of the Son? the proceſſion of the ſpirit 2 
"that of chy ſaviours Incarnation ? the diſtincti- 
on of the two natures united into one perſon ? 
As for thoſe, who, becauſe they cannot by rea- 
boa camprehend, do therefore deny theſe maine 
JF Articles of our Faith ; my charity is not eafie 
mough to call them Chriſtians. Iwill cor.clude 
wich Salat Auſtine, Thox a man requireſt of me an De verbis 
wer; why, but Tam 4 man too, let us therefore Apoſtol. 
ib bere bim who ſaith, Nay but O man who art * 30s 
Al thou ? thou askeſt a reaſen, I will tremble at the depth: 
thou argu:ft, I will wonder: difpute thou , le be- 
eve; I ſee the depth , the bettom J cannot reach: 
Saint Paul reſted, becau e be found where to ſhut up 
a with wondring 3 be ca's them the unſearchable judges 
ll ments of God, and doſt thou come to (earch them? He cals 
> ll them thoſe wayes of bis which cannot be traced , and 
vil thou needs trace them ? How much better, and 
Sf more Chriſtian was it, to captive our reaſon to 
| h, beleeving what the Scripture ſaich, even 
chen when our reaſonleſſe reaſon replies, Hew 
Fall theſe things be ? | 
Object. Is not this great Cruelty in God to ap- 
int bis Creature by bis decree to deſtruion ? and 
bee they are wont to raiſe a mighty out- cry, and by 
ent compariſons to aggravate this Charge; Tygers 
ll (ay they) and Bears , and all the moſt ſavage Crea- 
ml ures, are kinder to their young then ſo. 
Th 4]. To clear the queſtion. 1. God appoints 
not the innocent, but the guilty creature to de- 
& firution ; though the fore-fight of fin be not 
before his decree for fin, and deſtruction: yet 
us decree appoints that fin ſhall be before de- 
* and deſtruction ſhall be for, and by 
"ua Vane, ng a 


3 2 To 
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8+ To refute the Objection. 7 
1. Muſt they not acknowledge that By G 

ermiſſion man fins? that by Gods appointn 
the fin of one man hath caſt che whole worle 
to a ſtate of condemaation : that in the iſſue 
greateſt part of man kind is deſtoy'd 2. &f 
ſometime the whole world was given up 
raigning ſin, and periſhed generally in tkeir 
eight perſons excepted ? that for many ages 
Lord ſuffered all Nations to walk in the wa 
of their owne hearts, without God, witha 
hope in the world? chat to this day he ſuf 
many Nations to periſh without the knowlee 
of Chriſt, there being no other name amon 
men whereby ſalvation is had? that many 
whom the Goſpell is ſent, are hardned by WF vo 
when as yet it was in the power of the Almighyh ;. 
to have prevented all this, and that without any z. 
the leaſt trouble to himſelfe, Now if Gods q che 


minĩon over his Creature doth not abſſol ve hi b of! 
of tryall at the Bar of natures Law in the C F 4 


ture (as this objection would bear in hand) hq nu 
will chey avoid this charge of cruelty againky ul 
him, granting what they muſt grant ? woulda 
not be cruelty in the Creature, and againſt tel qc 
Jaw of nature, to ſee their young ones torn H n 
5 before their eĩes, in cafe they could preveiſ I th 
it; eſpecially without any haz ird or trouble? ¶ ch 
After the ſame manner they argue, in charging} nc 
Gad as the Author of fin; it is fin ja man to wil 
that another ſhould fin ; therefore to ſuppoſe dl 
God, that he wils that man ſhall fin, makes him 
the Author of fin z ſo they conclude, if this bs 
juſt arguing, there is no fin in the world, but 
(God muſt be the Author of it whether he wil AI 


* 
* 
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or not (if we can imagine that God permits fin 
befides his will) tor it is in man to permit ano- 

ber to fin , when he hatch power in his hand, 
(and that without the leaſt trouble to himſelfe ) 
to prevent Ic. 

a. Is chere the ſame kindred and Conſanguinity 
betwixt God, and all the ſons and daughters of 
men without exc-p:ton. that there is bet wixt the 
living Creatures, and their young ones 7 it is true 
pe ate his off ſpring, or of his kind, 44 17 29. 


"MF inaſmuch as we have our life & being in him, and 


were created in his image; but to be his ſons and 
daughters, depends upon his C. venant in the 
land of Chriſt, made on the behalfe of the pecu- 
iir and choſen ſeed; now for them let the whole 


I vorld periſh, not one of them ſhall miſcarry, Ro. 
SIN 16. Job. 8.35. Job. 11. 5 2. 2 Tim.2.9,Eſay 53. 10. 


3. Their own objection fals in ful weight upon 


d 'N their own heads, who teach that rainous D.,&rin 
Aung of final apoſtacy; that they who are truly the chil- 


den of God, having embraced his Covenant 
due faith, may yet fall from the ſtate of life to- 
ZE tally and finally, and ſo periſh for ever. 

4+ Wherein doth this cruelty appear?that God 
ſhould condemn hardned finners,'s that cruelty ? 
no that he ſhould harden wilful ſinners, viz,give 


chem up to hardnes of heart as a puniſhment of 


? |} theic former fins,is that cruelty?nozthat heſhould 
not. recover from fin; all the Sons and Daughters 
of Adam without exception,is that cruelty ? no; 


| ; that he: ſuffered Adam to fin, and imputed his fin 


to his poſterity, is that cruelty?no; Al theſe things 
chey grant, Scripture evidence being ſo clear for 
+8 them;though ſome of them, true ſons of their Fa- 
tber pe lag ius, would gladly if for ſhame they 2 
8 4 an 


and fome have put away ſhame here) deny 
imputation of Adams fin, & ſo original fin; in 
of theſe two then, or in both together, m 
the cruelty, that unto Adam was denyed that 
of grace, without which it could not be, as tot 
event that he ſhould ſtand;that God decred au 
cedently to the fore- fight of fin, the fins of man 
but it hathbeen prov'd already that this is noc 
elty in God, but the charge of cruelty herevpon' 
blaſphemy in man. Inſtance; But at the leaſt G 
is not ſo merciſull, according to this Doctrin 
the Scripture ſets him forth. Reply, 1. At 
how is he ſo powerfull,and ſo perfect as the Sa 
ptures b him, if any thing fall out bel 
his decree and the full purpoſe of his will? 2. 
Scriptures which ſpeak moſt this way have ba 
cleared already, and therein we have diſcounk 
how inconſiſtent it is with the nature and hap 
neſſe of God, that in any thing his will ſhould! 
fruſtrate.3,There aretwo ſortsof mercies, t. C 
mon, in the bleſſiugs of this life; theſe are toi 
the children of men, As 14+ 16. 17. 2. Peculia 
in the bl. 1 of eternall life, thoſe which ſhall 
ſurely make for it; here the Apoſtle avouchedil 
difference, Rom. . 18. and this founded meerlyi 
the will of God, verſ. 11. 13. theſe are onely 
rhe Elect, Epbe.1.3+4. and how clear the curreal 
of Scripture is for this, hath formerly been abuts 
dantly made good the greatneſs of theLords mes 
cy is d.clared extenſively in the former, that thi 
are to all, even to thoſe who live and dye his 
mies, intenſively in the latter. 1. That they are 
excellent in their nature. 2. That they are ſo pt 
culiarzas we have formerly ſeen at the end of i 


third Sermon, So that if the Holy Ghoſt knov 


X a 


SES TE. BSTE OSS eS SL ,LESY 


wm _*"(an) 

by what argument to commend the mercies of 

God to man; he that denyes the former mercies 

o belong to all, or affirmes the latter to 

belong to all, derogates from the mercies of God 
indeed. | 
by Theſe are the two main Objections made a= 

gainſt the former Doctrin, accuſing God: a third 


now followes tending to excuſe man. 


Odject. 3. The former Doctrine takes away the li- 

er of mans will, and ſo quites bim of all fin ; liberty 

al f wil being neceſſary to every ſinfull ation, 

Upon two grounds do they conceive the liber- 
of mans will overthrown. . In that God hath 

decreed his fin. 2. In that God moves his will, 

when he wils ſinfully, the motion that is from 


way God upon the wil of man,determining it in its o- 


peration: whence man muſt fin of necefſity,8ther- 


par fore not freely, and ſo his fin is no fin;the objecti- 
any on againſt the liberty of mans will is the ſame, in 
on ations not finfull. 


Anſw. 1. For the decree. 
1. It is moſt clear by Scripture, and hath been 


Wa formerly proved, that the aQions of mans will 


dock good and evill, are decreed by the Lord. Let 
Mo bere onely give ſome ſpeciall and remarkable 


inttances. 1. For good actions, embracing the call 


a God in the converſion of a ſinner is decreed, 


ul ö Num. 9. 11. Rom. 8. 28.30. An. 13. 48. the faith and 


ey obedience of converted ſinners, in an holy courſe 
i decreed, Epbe. 1. 4. 2 The, 2. 13. The obedience 
eg of Chriſt fulfilling the wil of God in performing 
the great work of mans Redemption, was decreed, 
Rr. 1. 20. Heb. 1 0. 7. for evill actions: The cruci- 
Ming Chriſt by the Jews & Romans was decreed 


Ar 4427, Abſolems ingeſt was decreed,as is w_ 


feſt in that it was fore-told by God,2Sam, 12, 
and generally whatſoever was fore. told, as 
which ſhould certainly come to pals, & not & 
ditionally (as Nineve his deſtruction) mutt ne 
be decreed, for if God have not determined, thi 
either by his work or permiſſion, whatſoever! 
hath fore-told ſhall come to paſſe, then may ij 
word be falſified : hence then the bicter perſect 
ons of the Church by her wickedeſt adverſarigh' 
the faith and patience of the Martiers, in all ag 
is decreed. To inſtance in the rage of myſtical © 
Hlen; the faichfulnefſe of the Virgin company, 
the true Church of Chriſt,overcoming her t my ; 
tations : to inſtance further, in the Kings of lf ® 
Earth, firſt ſubjecting themſelves unto the who ** 
afterwards hating and deſtroying her, in the c 
verſion of the Jews, and with them the faing 
of the Gentiles 3 theſe are all fore · told as th 
things which ſhould certainly be, and therefax K 
were they all decreed; and how much of the wi 
of man, and the workings thereof, is in all th i 
things who can but ſee? BB 
2, Yet hence is no infringement of the libel! 
of mans will,becauſe the decree as ſuch, is an al 
on in the breaſt of God, makes no change in mig 
or his in condition, till it come to execution. 
3. Thie decree eftabliſhech mans liberty, fora 
much as God hath decreed as man ſhall wil, itl 
now beyond all peradventures that he ſhall with 
for the counſels of God ſhal Rand ; but how at 
tain ſoever it is that he ſhal wil, ſo certain i 
that he ſhal work freely; for to wil, is in the mo 
on of the wil to work freely;to will & not toi 
with liberty of wil, is a contradiction: not e 
all things & operations, bug their different av 


Ty 
>. 


er of R alſo falsunder the decree oſGodʒ 
who as he hath fitted neceſſary cauſes to work ne⸗ 


* 


cellarily : as the fire burns neceflarily, ſo hath he 
likewiſe fitted voluntary, and contigent cauſes to 
work voluntarily(that is freely) & contingently. 


Object. But what God bath decreed muſt neceſſarily 


F Jane to paſſe, otherwiſe bis decree might be fruſtrate. 


Au. It muſt neceſſarily come to paſs, that is, 


s muſt of neceſſity come to paſs, yet not neceſſari- 


ly,that is by neceſſary operation, but on the con- 


Jl tracy, if ic depend upon a free and contingent 
{| cauſe, it muſt of neceſſity come to paſſe, freely and 


contingent, here is onely a neceſſity of the event, 


dot of the manner of production, and therefore a 
J neceſſity of conſequence; not of the cauſe, a ne- 
aſſity neither natural nor violent, and the neceſ- 


ity of conſequence we have formerly ſeen muſt 


be granted, or we muſt both deny Gods fore- 
ff knowledge, and make him ſtand under that kind 


of neceſſity, which we think it an unworthy 


ding that man ſhould ſtand under. 


Object. But may one and the ſame effed, both neceſ- 


* ſerih and contingently come to paſſe ? 


4. It may, the neceſſity being rightly under. 


a filled which had formerly affirmed, that not 4 hene of 
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ſtood, viz. not ſimple, or abſolute, but reſpective 
or conditionall: Inftance, 1. In the actions of 
God, he creates the world freely, it was in his li- 


berty whether he would create a world or no, 


whether this world or no; yet upon ſuppoſition 
hat he hath decreed it, it is now neceſſary that it 


be in time created, neither can it otherwiſe come 
to paſle but this world muſt be created, 2. In the 
tions of man;whenChriſt was crucified, his legs 
were not broken,that theScripture might be ful- 


him 


* 
T- 
va 


L (124) » + © 9 
bim ſhould be broken, God having fo determin, 
his Word was declared, it could not be 
they ſhould be broken, yet did the ſoldiers to 
to break them voluntarily and contingentlygh 
were neither naturally nor violently neceflicaty 
to forbear. Another inſtance, whether in the a& 
ons of God or the creature, what is done,maffy 
neceſſity be done, it is impoſſible that a thing 
ſhould be done, and not done at once; yet if the 


* * 4 8 
be any free or contingent act in the world, uiii 
4 


is granted on all hands, liberty and conting 
muſt be granted to ſtand with that neceſſity. Thi 
Obje&ion is yet further cleared by theſe two 
lowing Rules. | r 
r. All effects produced by the creature are 
ceſſary or contingent,according as the creature 
ſelf, the next cauſe is in its manner of operation 
Natural agents are neceſſary cauſes,as fire,thev 
they work neceſſarily, the fiłe in burning, the q 
in ſhining, producing alwayes the ſame action x 
kind, heating, inlightning, working to the utmil 
of their power, therfore their effects are neceſiar 
Voluntary agents are free and contingent Cay s 
they work freely & contingently, they ſo at q 
way, as that they have an intrinfical power. toi 
another way, ſe wil, as that they have a powerd 
nil, ſo nil, as that they have a power to wil 
ſame thing as they ſhal like or diſlike; and the 
fore their effects are free and contingent. 


2. In regard of God, the firſt cauſe, all cffeh | 


the world are both neceſſary, and contingentll 
free; in regard of his intrinſic all liberty, wher 
he way chuſe whether hewil produce them or W 
they are free, or contingent 3 ſo far the ſhininj 
the Sun, and the burning of the fire, though 
1 
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be neceſſary effects in regard of the Sun and fire, 
their next cauſes, yet are they contingent in re- 
gard of God, in whoſe liberty, it is to afford or 
wich · hold his influx for their production: So the 
Creation of the world, all effects depending im- 
nediately upon the Wil of God, Angels, or Men, 
ne in regard of their immediate cauſes free and 
"8 contingent; all the moſt caſuall events, as the lot 
in the lap, in the ſame regard contingent ; yet all 
"IF theſe upon ſuppoſition of Gods decree, are neceſ- 
N ſary. Thus much for the decree, and the neceſſity 
"IF thence arifing. 

2. That the wil of man is moved by God, and 
by that motion of his determined in its operati- 
on, dot h not take away the liberty of mans will. 

For clearing this, we muſt take notice of a two- 
ſold liberty; there is the liberty of 5 I» I dependence 

2. Choice, 

— 1. The liberty of Independence, where the will 

"0 ſo acts, as it is not acted by any higher cauſe; this 

= is peculiar to the will of God, he onely is inde- 

8 pendent,upon any other in the motion of his wil; 

the wils of all men and Angels are ſo under his 

"S dominion, as that they are moved by him; this 
bach formerly been proved, as to men, that God 

Au 8 the great Creator and univerſall Ruler, moves 

the wils of men which way ſoever he pleaſeth : 

= many more arguments might be brought to de- 

F monſtrate that liberty of mans will muſt ad- 

mit the e ffectuall motion of God upon ir ; ſo act- 

ing it, as acted, it may aR,eſpecially is this cleared 

n the Doctrine of Converſion and Perſeverance; 

ol 4 go hoſe would be an unſeaſonable 

8 vUgrelion, eſpecially the thing in hand havin 
SY been already proved, . . 
=... X | 8 2- The 


2. The liberty of choice ; where the wil i d 
operation doth what ic likes in the light, and =”? 
on the ſentence of the practicall underſtanding. 
there are two actʒ of the will, to will and ton 
to chuſe, to refuſe : Now herein is the liberty 
the will expreſt: 1. That in theſe operations 
doth what it likes, it wils wich liking, it 
wich liking ; yea wich liking doth it nill e 
the obje&which it diſliks,and therefore it ſo wiki 
or nils the preſent object, as that it hath power 
the preſent to will what ic nils, or to nill what 
wils ; was there an impreſſion of liking upon! 
contrary to what ĩs, yet though it have thisopps - 
fite power at the ſame time, it hath not a po 
to er oppoſite acts at the ſame time, it be 
ing impoſſible that a prevailing liking, &diſlikiq 
of the ſame thing ſhould ſtand together at on 
2. That ĩt act in the light and upon the ſentena 
of the practical underſtanding, that is, the under 
ſtanding as it ſhews and determines wherein} _.. 
our happineſſe or good for the preſent moſtd _, 
firable,and what makes neceſſarily or mainly u 
it, this muſt needs be required to the liberty 
the will, becauſe the will is a rationall appetit 
and therefore cannot otherwiſe will or nill, the 
as the underſtanding repreſents the objetgoodl 
evil; and therefore whatſoever it wils, it wills 
good, cannot will any thing as evill, for then 
ſhould act not as a rational appetite,that is, not 
the wilzzit is true, that the underſtanding miſtaks 
many times good for evill, and evill for goog 
whence good is either true or apparent, butwha 
ſoever it is that the wil chop ſeth, it is that which 
the underſtanding repreſents as good, and the n 
fore though the will have a power when it wy 


"the reſent object to nil it, if it ſhould like of to + 
"Jo, yet ſo long as the underſtanding repreſents it 
good to will it, and evill to nil it, it cannot like 
do nil It» | 
Hence it is manifeſt how man in theoperation of 
of his wil, differs from neceſſary Agents, whether na- 
urall Agents, as the fire, or ſenfitive as the bruit 
beaſtzthey are determined by the force & inſtint 
"XJ of nature: naturall Agents without either appre- 
benſion or choice, or any ſhadow of either;ſenfi- 
tiveAgents have only thelight of ſence according 
towhich they like or diſlike,and therefore not ſo 
nuch a true choice as a ſhadow of it; man in the 
operation of his wil, doth what he liks or diſliks 
in the light of the underſtanding. Now to apply 
© this to anſwer the objection, the liberty of Inde- 
pendence being peculiar toGod, where this liber- 
ty of choice is, there is all that liberty of will 
which is found in the creature, Angell, or man. 
Object. But bow doth determination to one part ſtand 
with this liberty of choice ? 

Anſ. There is a double determination-1.To one 
ol che contrary objects. good or evil, morally un- 
Leerſtood; that this may ſtand of the liberty of 
the will is clear: On one hand, God himſelfe, 

Chriſt, th e Angels, the glorified Saints, can will 
only that which is good; neither have they po- 
ver to wil what is evil; yet in them is the higheſt 
"IM liderty of will, without which there is no holi- 
© neſs. On the other hand, the Devill, the damned, 
de hardned, we may add all the unregenerate, 
an only will that which is evill; yet in all the ſe 
de will is free, (naturally free, though morally 
J enllaved)wichour which there was no fin; deter- 
"4 Mination then to one of theſe contrary —_ 
| | takes 


: 


* 


takes not away the liberty of the will. 2. 
a determination to one of the contrary 
will or to nill;neither doth this take aws 
berty of the will, for then the exerciſeof 
berty ſhould take away its liberty, when 
either wils or nils, it is for the preſent ; 
different about the obje&, but deters 
as the Adverſaries ſuppoſe the will to dete 
it ſelf unto, and in its owne operation, th 
not deftroying, but exerciſing its liberty, 
affirm that God by his motion determines 
ving it by its owne principle, and accord 
its owne nature, that is, by the underſtandi 
termining ic to ics operation, and ſo movi 
as in the vertue, and by the efficacy of his m 
it doth whatſoever ir likes in the light of th 
derſtanding, with a power to the contra 
ſhould like; ſo that whatſoever is requi 
liberty, ſtands fair with the motion oſ God i 
mining ii; and the more firmely it is in its of 
tion fixed to the object, the more fully doth 
erciſe its liberty, as liking more vehemently 
it doth,bur gil in the light of the under ſtan 
\ , Theſe are the main Objections, where tl 
ſwers to theſe ſhall ſatisfie 3 what Objedctic 
main, will prove but waſh way, where ſatis 
on ĩs not received about theſe, it will be bat 
labour to proceed to others. 4 
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